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| Reaſons of Diſſent, given in to * d : 
Presbytery, at Stirling, December 23, 
1742; as alſo, the Repreſentation and 
Petition dictated to het Clerk, and Reas = 
ſons of Diſſent and Seceſſion, given in to 
them at Edinburgh, February 3. 17433 
by the Reverend Mr. 2 homas Nairn, Mi- 1 
15 of che Getpel at Abborfhall, . | 
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Rip, Scheer ſold by him at his Houſe in the 
Aucber-Clgt, North-fide of the Street, a little below | 
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| - i was pleaſed to employ their Hands to build the old waſte 


* J 


aud as 4 Sect every where ſpoken againſt; being like ways encom< 


that the Lord will overrule this Event unto his own Glory, and 


by an Act, concerning the Doctrine of Grace: And, as the paſſing 
ol this Act was not got overtaken, till the Meeting of Presbyte= 


Ear did then begin to be laid in 
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ous Sovereignty, did firſt determine the Aſſociate Presbyte> - J 


WT is nowa conſiderable Time, ſince the Lord, in his graci 
1 ry to ask for the old Paths, where is the good Way, and 


Places. And, as their Endeavours this Way have been, all 2 5 | 
through much Weakneſs in themſelves, and” manifold Difficul?- 
ties in their Work; while, at the ſame Time, they have more 
and more become a Spettacle unto the World, Men wondred at, 


palled with Archers, that have ſorely grieved them, and ſhot at 
them, and hated them: From the Conſideration ot theſe things, 
together with the many other breaking Providences of our Day, 
it becomes eſpecial Matter of thankful Remembrance and Praife. 2 
that, inſtead of being altogether ſcattered, each of them with. 
his Hand turned againſt his Fellow, the Lord hath been -pleaſed . ; 
to preſerve them in the Way of Truth, Love and Unity among 
themſelves, without any Breach, beſide what hath taken place im 
the late Procedure of Mr. Nairn. And, though the-Anack © 
which he has made upon the publick Teſtimony, the pleaſans * 
Unity, and the decent Order of the Aſſociate Presbytery, gives a 
new Call for enquiring into the Grounds of the Lord's Contro- 
verſy with his Heritage: Yet, as the Presbytery doubts not, bur 


the Advantage of his Cauſe ; ſo they would hope that it ſhall * 
rove a Mean, in the Lord's Hand, for the Increaſe and Eſta- 
liſbment of Love, Unity and Uniformity among them in the 

Way of Truth. TR 1 i - 
The Presbytery have, for ſome Years bygone, had under their 

Conſideration the weighty Affair of renewing our Solemn Co. 

wenants. Since they firſt ſer their Faces toward this ſolemn ? 


Work, a Variety of Bars occurring in their Way from Time to 
Time, have retarded the ſame beyond their firſt Expectation 3 


particularly, when they came to apprehend and agree uponthe 
Neceſſity of having the Way unto that momentous Step paved 


y at Edinburg 55 in October 1742, ſo a ne and quite unexpected 
tery's Way toward a 


2 


? 


Renovation of our Solemn Covenants, by the Conduct of Mr. 
Nairn. But, as the Presbyteryihigt been, and are more and 
more fatisficd anent the Clearneſs of their Call in Providence, 
. untgith 
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co the Reaſons why the Lord has been refuſing ro carry on that 
Work more pbwetfully, and ro make Mountams in the Wa 
thereof more ſpeedily become a Plain; yet che Presbyrery: deſſ 
to xeverence the Lord's Wiſdom, and to acknowledge his Goq 
neſt, in taking this Way of calling them out unto a more humble 
and ſubmiſſive waiting upon himſeif for Direction, both as to the 
Manner and Seaſon of going about rhar great Wark, and as ro 
” What other Steps are neceſſary to be taken, and Matters to be 
ex pede, in order thereunto; while, at the ſame Time, they de · 
fre to look upon the Conduct of Providence that Way, as an E- 
vidence that the Lord hath, in a ſpecial Manner, taken the Tim - 
nag of this momentous Work into his 6wn Hand; and that he 
will overrule all the Letis that have been caſt into the Way there - 
of, for bringing it about in ſuch a Way and Seaſon, as that, tho?. 
E- what he does we know not now, yet we {hall know Hereafter, 
when his People ſhall rejoice in him, and the Lord alone ſball be 
% E 


The Scheme whereby Mr. Nairn bath interrupted the Pres- 
© byccry's-Procedure toward the above ſolemn Work, is what he 
never gave them Ground to ſuſpect he had any Biafs unto, till 
fſtheir Meeting at Edinburgh, in October laſt Year. The Occaſion 
and Manner of his then commeneing any Difference with them. 
in chat Matter, and) of carrying on the ſame afterwards uno the 
Neight it hath now/arrived at, are briefly as follows. 


= 


The Committee, which had been appointed to prepare an O- 
Vverture anent the Renovation of our Covenants, did Jaya Draught 
thereof before the Presbyiery, when met at Colſargie, in April. 

© 3742, Whereupon it then got the firſt reading. At the ſame 
Meeting (Mr. Nairn being preſent) the Presbytery unanimouſly 
appointed another Committee to prepare and propoſe unto! the 
Presbytery, againſt the firſt Occaſion, a ſhort Confeſſion of the 
Evil of the Anti. goverument Scheme, which ſome formerly in 


unto the Achnozbledgment of Sins in the Overture about renew- 


mould be inſerte. 8 


When the-Presbyrery, met at Edinburgh. in Offober 174 thei 
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© Acceſſion to the Presbyter y had eſpouſed, that it might be added 


ing the Covenants z/'as alſo, to haveinder their Conliderationg x . © 
ar; whar Place in the Acknowledginent of Sins the ſaid Addition 
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to Time, do afford Cauſe of humble and ſelf.judging Enquiry in- 
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Time. After the Ackrowiedoment: of Sins was read forward io 


a particular Period; a Member of the ſaid Committee put bs 
P — in Mind of«thetrforefaid Appointment, and propoſ- 1 4 
l 3 


tional Paragraph, which had been conceived as what 


read, the Moderator procceded to require the Judgment of Mem- 
bers thereanent, in Ger, As Mr. Nairn was next after the 

Moderator in the Roll, jo his Judgment was firſt enquired into; 
whereupon, to the Presbytery's Surprize, he began to alledge 
ſome things in favour of the Anti: government Scheme, and 
turned pretty hot in diſputing about the ſame; though he way 
not, at this Time, come the le gth of pleading abſolutely for 
it, but aſſerted ſtrongly that he had Scruples that Way. When 
ſome Time had been ſpent in reaſoning with Mr. Nairn, the Mo> _ 
derator proceeded in requiring the Judgment of Members upon 
the Paragraph; and, after ſome Amendments, it was agreed to 

in the Tenor following. e 
As we deſire to be humbled before the Lord for the National 
t Apoſtaſy, under which the Lord's Remnant through the Land 
© have been groaning, while out Rulers have not only neglected, 1 
© but contradicted their Duty, of eſpouſing and ſupporting he 
© covenanted Principles and Reformation of this Church, where- 
© by they have greatly provoked the Lord to Anger: So we de» 
© fire to be humbled for the dangerous Extreme that ſome have 
gone into, of .impugning- the preſent Civil Authority over 
theſe Nations, and Subjection thereunto in lawful Commands, 
on account of the Want of theſe Qualifications Magiſtrates 
_— to have by the Word of God and our Covenants; even 


A 


and are not manifeſtly unhinging the Liberties of the King 
dota; An Opinion and Practice contrary to the plain Tenor 


F feſſion and Covenants, and of all other reformed Churches: 
And that ſome few others carry their Zeal againſt the Defecti. 
© ons and Evils of the Times to the dangerous Extreme. of e: 


© {poufing Principles in favours of propagating Religion by of- 
'£ fenſfive Arms; quite contrary to that Diſpoſition Which ought . - 
8 to he in all the profeſſed Followers of Chriſt, who came not 
© to deftroy Men, Lives, but to ſave them. 5 


. L 


Mr. Nairn again expreſſed Diſſatisfaction with this Para» 


graph, and offered a Diſſent; but, being defired to think more 
deliberately before making ſuch a Step, and to remember that 
& the Matter was ſtill but an Overture, he deſiſtecc. 


— 


The Presbytery then proceeding to hear the reſt of the Ae. ; 


ledgmen of Sins, and che Bond, read before them; after _ | 


; 


although they allow us in the free Exerciſe of our Religion; 


of Scripture, and to the Principles of this Church in her Cons © 


D. 
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deliberate Reaſonings and ſundry Amendments, the Vote (be · 
ing the firſt Vote upon this whole Affair) was propoſed, Ap» 
prove of this whole Overture, or not? And it carried unanimouſ- 


y by all Members preſent, except Mr. Nairn, APPROVE. Mr. 


Nairn having offered a Diſſent from the forementioned Para · 


- Fraph, and having been prevailed with to delay it, he continu- 
ed the Delay till next meeting of Presbytery, upon Condition 
that the Door ſhould ſtand open for his diſſenting then, if 


he ſhould incline to do ſo, and that he. ſhould have a Copy of 


the Bond under his Conſideration till that Time; which was 


granted: And, at the ſame Time, the Presbytery agreed, that 


there ſhould be Acceſs for all Members, preſent or abſent, to 


propoſe any Difficulties they might have againſt next Meeting, 


and allowed the Clerk to furniſh them, in the mean Time, with 
Copies of the Bond. The Presbytery appointed, that their next 
| Meeting ſhould be at Stirling, December 22. 1742. and agreed 


that, if the Lord ſhould clear their Way, they would then con- 


tiinue together two Weeks, and enter upon the ſolemn Work 


of rene wing the Covenants. 5 8 

At Stirling, December 22. Mr. Nairn ſignified to the Presby- 
tery, that he was ready to give in the Diſſent he had offered at 
laſt Meeting; but the Presbytery reſolved, that, before receiv- 
ing his Diſſent, they ſhould have ſome extrajudicial Conference 
with him thereanent, that Night, whercunto he agreed. A 
conſiderable Time having been ſpent in the ſaid Conference, 


Without Succeſs; the Presbytery, next Day, propoſed that ex- 
trajuditial Conference on the Subject ſhould be continued, and 
that Mr. Nairn ſhould yet delay the giving in his Diſſent: But, 
__ notwithſtanding, he offered his Diſſent under Form of Inſiru- 
ment. Much Reaſoning and Entreaty was uſed with him to de- 
lay, and wait the Iſſue of farther & 


nference, but he ſtill in- 
fiſting, his Diſſent was received and read, and the farther Con- 
fideration thereof delayed till next Meeting. Thus, a Bar was 
thruſt into the Way of the Presbytery's proceeding, at that 
Time, to the Renovation of our Solemn Covenants, | 

The Presbytery being met at Edinburgh, February 3. 1743. 


* 


they ſpent ſome Part of that Day in Prayer and Conference a. 
14 bout Mr. Nairn's Affair: But, after ſome Reaſoning with him, 


they found him obſt: nate in the Matter, appearing to be filled 
with Prejudices againſt his Brethren, and to be turning his 


Face away from them. The Presbytery then proceeded to 
conſider hat they ſhould do in this Caſe: And ſome Bret hren, 
who, at the former Meeting, had propoſed a Scruple about th 

ftorementioned Paragraph ſtanding in the Conſeſſion of Sins, as 
they conceived, that the Reduplication of the Bond thereupon, - 
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would amount unto a Blending of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Mat» 
ters in the Oath of God, in renewing the Covenants, which is 
not competent unto a Church judicatory, theſe Brethren again in 
fiſting upon this Scruple, the Presbytery agreed, that the ſaid 
Paragraph ſhould be leſt out, according to their Act unanimouſ- 


x pailed at that Time, which is ſubjoined unto the following 4 


Declaration and Defence: And hereupon Mr. Nairz dictated a 


Repreſentation and Petition to the Clerk, after which the Pres» 


| bytery adjourned! till Afternoon. © - 

At the Aﬀternoon's Sederunt, and after the Minutes of laſt Ss. 
derunt, and Mr. Nairn's Diſſent were read, the Presbytery, in- 
clining to uſe all Lenity with him, appointed a Committee to meet 


at Linlioun, on the ſecond Wedneſday of March next thereafter, 
to deal with him about retracting the dangerous and pernicious 


Principles contained in his Reaſons of Diſſent, and ro make 
Report unto. the Presbytery at their next Meeting. Hereupon 
Nr. Nairn asked, whether or not the Petition he had dictated 
unto the Clerk in the Forenoon was to be granted; and the 
Presbytery refuſing, he immediately gave ina Paper under Form 
f ee e to give any Account of the Matter there 
of. Aſter it was read; he indorſed it, Proteſtation, Seceſſion and * 
_ Appeal, Mr. Nairn, and immediately withdrew; but, While 
zoing off, he was cited apud Acta to compear before the Pres- 
bytery in Mr, Gib's Houſe, ro Morrow, at ten of the Clock 
Forenoon. „ i eee 2 45 
When the Presbytery met next Day, Mr. Nairn was called, 
but did not compear. The Presbytery immediately removed to 
the Church, where they had met laſt Sederunt; and findin 
chat the Buſineſs of the Committoe then appointed was pee 


18 ed, they appointed a Committee to meet at Rirłkaldy, upon the 


22 Day of February next enſuing, and to prepare an Overture, 
to be laid before the Presbytery anent this whole Affair, ; 
Ihe Committee accordingly met; and, after ſpending ſome 
Time in Prayer and Conference anent the Matter committed 
unto them, they agreed, that the firſt Step to be taken therein, 
was, to prepare a Draught of Anſwers unto Mr. Nairn's. Res- 
ſons of Diſſent, his Repreſentation and Petition, and his Reaſons 
of Diſſens and Seceſſion, ſetting the whole Matter in a clear Lights 
And they appointed ſome of their Number to prepare the aid 
_ Anſwers, quamprimum. 7 4 
. © Accotdingly a Draught of [ Anſwers by the Aſſociate Presby- 
__ ery, 70 Realons of Diſſent given in to the ſaid Presbytery, a4 


83 1 wy Stirling December 23. 17423 as alfo, the Repreſentation and Peti- 


bon giver in #0 them at Edinburgh, February 3. 17433 By the 


Lion diffared to their Clerk, and Reafons of Diſſent and Secel - 


2 


* 


1 . 11. a 19. after [our Lord's) read [Command of] 


owing Mr. Thom: 2 of the Gopal af b Abbilait: 


| before the Preshytery, September 14, 1743. Aﬀer the ſaid 
Draught had been, at ſeveral Sederanrs till September 29, read 
.- Twice over, corrected and amended; the Queſtion was then 
put, Approve of this whole Draught, or not? and it carried, 
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Together with a Declaration and Defence of ih Aſſoeiate Pres- 
bytery's Principles anent the preſent Civi vil Goverment] was laid 


nemine contradicente, APPROVE: Wherefore the Presbytery did 
approve of the ſaid Draught ; and; as the' Publication Ide 
Was reckoned neceſſary to pave the Way for farther Procedure 
With Mr. Nairn, and for the Presbytery's proceeding unto the 
Renovation of our Solemn Covenants; they appointed thar all 
Expedition ſbould be uſed in N 13 fame; 5 3 the Sewer 


Axhercof follows. L 3 


N. B. The mumerical Titles ride prefixed unto | Mer. 
Nairn 12 825 are 1 by the N by 
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. tery, by Mr. Nairn, at. Stirling, December 23. 
2220 EFORE engaging directly with Mr. Nairn® 2 
Reaſons of Diſſent, it is neceſſary to make 
ſome Remarks upon the particular Title he 
| | 5 pleaſed to give thereunto; which is as fol- 


Keaſons of Diſſent by Mr. Thomas Nairn Miniſter of the 
© Goſpel at Linkroun, againſt the Reverend the Aſſociate Preſs, Þ 
© bytery their Teſtimony againſt the old Diſſentets and ſome o- 
© thers, in theſe Words, We deſire to be humbled for the danger 
© ous Extreme that ſome have gone into, of impugning the preſent 
| Civil Authority over theſe Nations, and Subjection thereunto 
in lawful Commands, on the Account of the Want of theſe Va- S 
1 © lifications Magiſtrates anght to have, by the Word of God, and 
our Covenants: And that ſome few others carry their Zeal a. 
© gainſt the Deſections and Evils of the Times, to that dangerous 
« Extreme of eſpouſing Principles, in favours of propagating Rell» | 
e TITTY OO En 
_* Here it is obſervable, that the Paragraph in the Confeſſion ß 
Sins, from which Mr. Nairn diſſents, is both unfairly cited anf 
f me TS 
1. It is unfairly cited. Not to remark upon his omitting. A 


E. * 


Y 


. theſe Paſſages that expreſs the general Grounds upon which the. 
Presbyzery proceeded, in reckoning the Principles and Practice: 
there acknowledged, to be erroneous and ſenful. He alſo paſ: 

ſeth over the fir/t Clauſe of the Paragraph, which is this 

As we defie'ro be humbled before the Lord, for the Na. 
© tional Apoſtacy under which the Lord's Remnant through the 

_—_—T le © | © Lang || 
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land have been groaning, while our Rulers have not only 
= * negleRed, but contradicted their Duty of eſpouſing and ſup- 
- . © porting the Covenanted Principles and Reformation of this 
Church, whereby they have greatly provoked the Lord to 
„ Anger: So we deſire, exc” . © . 
I The overleaping of this Clauſe is the more blameable, that it 


' is connected into one Sentence with the reſt of the Paragraph; 


ſo that what Mr. Nairn cites, as the Ground of his Diſſent, is 
but Part of a Sentence, which gives not a juſt View of the 
Matter: For, as the Tenor of the Words 1 intimates, ſo 
he could not but know it was expreſly 4e 


+ toned in the latter Clauſe of the Paragraph, the National Apo- 
peg Gould, at the ſame time, be kept in view, as it is conſeſſed 
in chat former Clauſe which he has omitted; while his omitting 


thereof looks 100 like the opening of a Door for ſuch- Miſcon- - 


feruftions as theſe, vix That the Presbytery, in confeſling the 
Sin of anlaſul Oppoſition to the preſent Civil Government, 
were inſenſible of, or lightly eſteem'd theſe Evils wherewith 
the ſaid Government is chargeable; or, That the Presbytery 
found themſelves in ſome Strait to maintain their Principles, a- 


nent Subjection to the preſent Civil Government, without pue- 


ting the Thumb upon her Evils, and ſo dealing anfaithfully 


with the Generation; or, That the Presbytery were for confel- | 


ſing the Evil of unlaſul Contendings againſt the preſent Civil 
Government, in ſuch a ſhape as might be a Politick for recom- 
mending themſelves unto the ſaid Government, 

All ſuch Inſinuaticus the Presbytery muſt look upon as exceed- 
ing inſurious to them; and, conſequently, they muſt reckon 


ſuch a Citation of their Words, as may give any Countenance 


— i » 


thereto, very unfair. But moreover, 


2. The Paragraph, thus unfairly cited, is alſo unfairly inter» 


« ftimony againſt the old Diſſenters, and ſome others.“ 


As it appears from what Mr. Nairn afterwards alledges, par- 


ticularly in his ſecond Reaſon of Diſſent, That, by the old Di/- 


ſenters, he means thoſe Perſons who have ſtruck out againſt 


EF Church and State fince the Revolution, and have, for a good 
many Years, been in connexion with the Rev. Mr. Macmillan; 


ſo he anterpretes the Paragraph, cited by himſelf, to be the 

Presbytery's Teflimony againſt them; yea, he aſſerts it as expreſ. 
6 d ſaid ſo. In Anſwer whereunto, it 

muſt be obſerved, That every Member of the Presbytery could 


ly as if the Presbytery 
not but know very. well, that, not only ſeveral Perſons, who 


des areaded to them, were chargeable with the Principles and 


© 


MZ. 


ſigned that, in con —· 
ng the Error and Sin of theſe Principles and Practices men- 


preted. Mr; Nairn calls it the Aſſociate Presbytery their T . 
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Practices complained of av erroncous and ſinful, but that 


. 1 i - . 


I. As to the Presbytery's putting a Stigma on the old Diſs 
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allo 2 
ſeveral others through Scotland, whom Mr. Nairn calls old Diſ» 
enters, had adopted that Anti-government Principle which he 
now defends: And ſo ir "cceſlirity-follows that their Prin- 
ciple and Way are, in ſo far, condemned by the Presbytery; 
nor would the Presbytery reckon they were dealing faithfully, © 
did they offer to diſſemble this. But, as the quarrelled Para- 
graph did, at this Time, ſtand in an Overture of a Confeſſion of 
Sins, the Presbytery had not Occafion therein, to deal directly 
with the Perſons of any; ſo it is only Extremes, Principles and 
Practices, that are directly meddled with, and Perſons only con - 
ſequentially. When, therefore, Mr. Nairn mentians this pa- 
ragraph as a Teſtimony againſt the old Diſſenters, and ſome o» 
thers, he is, at beſt, but giving an indirect, ſecondary and con- 
ſequential View of the Matter, in the Place and Room of the 
direct, principal and immediate Scope thereof, which he m 
zthers: And thus he puts the Matter into ſuch a ſhape, as is 
calculated for no better purpoſe, than to gather an Odiurs up- 
on the Presbytery from ſome People with whom, it ſeems, he 
wants to ingratiate himſelf, and whoſe Principles he ſeems: at- 
tach'd to, for the ſake of their Perſons, as will atterwards appear, 
The Presbytery now proceeds to conſider Mr. Nairn's Rea. 
ſons of Diſſent: And however any thing of Argument therein + 
| be ſcattered and looſely formed; yer, to prevent alledging, that 
any thing he advances is overlook'd, the Presbytery inclines to _ 
follow him xc qu de, or to confider his Reaſons in the 
fame Order and Method wherein he lays them down. 


+ #R&SON'E N 
e That I am ſorry to differ from my Reverend Brethren a 
© to the Stigma put on theſe worthy Perſons, called old Dif- 

© ſenters, and ſome few others, by the ſaids Words. 


ANSWER. 


| ſenters, they refer to what has been already faid. „ 
2. As to the Commendation Mr. Nairn here gives to thoſe 
he calls old Diſſenters, it belongs not to the Queſtion bet wixt I 
the Presbytery and him: Only, it cannot eſcape Obſervation, *? 

that it ſerves not to give a favourable View of his Diſſent, when 

his very firſt Complaint is of an alledged Stigma put upon certain 
Perſons; though it be evident, that all Contendings and Com- 
plaints in the Church ſhould be firſt and principally in favours. ok 

Iruth and Duty. 5 25 3 


„* 


- In þ N 
* * TY 4 N 
bans 4 _—_ * «0 _ . > 
6 - * 
ITS 


2 1 
= 0 * ba. 
Ws. 


3. How ſorry Mr. Nairn was to aiffer from his Brethren in the © the 
preſent Queſtion, let the World judge; after conſidering, that Al 
ie Point in Debate betwixt him and the Presbytery was {till left © en 


open to Reaſoning. as hath been declared 1n the Introdutfion. he 


A 


As yet, therefore, his Diſſent is unreaſonable. 5 l fo 
ESE REASON II. ; =O 
* That as we are engaged in a good and neceflary Work, in 
5 renewing our Covenants, National and Solemn League, Lap 
F prehend it was nowiſe ſuitable to reflect on theſe worthy Per- 
f ſons, though they ſhould differ from the Presbytery in ſome by: 
- © Points; and that it would been more agreeable to the Prin- ſen! 
c ciples of Peace and brotherly Love, not to have touched upon har 
© ſuch Matters on ſuch an Occaſion, ſeeing they deſerve all 40 
c ſuitable Regard and Eſteem for their Zeal and Honeſty, in | ple 
„ formerly declaring againſt the Defections of the cſtablithed 
Church, as we do now; after having ſtruggled long in Ex- Qt 
* © pectation of getting Abuſes amended, but in which we did | thi 
© nor prevail: On the contrary, Things turning always worle, in 
F we were at laſt obliged to follow the Example of theſe old Diſ- la: 
? ſenters, in ſeparating from the eſtabliſhed Church, becauſe of Cal 
ber Defections and Corruptions in many Particulars, ſet forth 
| E in our former Declarations, Acts and Teitimonies . to 
T | | | nc 
n ANSWER. BY | i 
I. Here the Presbytery is {till grievouſly injur'd, while re- 18 
preſented as reflecting upon, diſregarding and diic{teeming ſome Þ} y 
Perſons. In Anſwer whereunto they refer to what is ſaid above. 
2. As this Reaſon turns upon the debated Paragraph being \] ' 
inſerted in the Confeſſion of Sins; ſo the utter Invalidity thereof 1 br 
appears from this, That the Matter was {ill under Conſideration, TA bf: 
as is already declared. Hitherto, therefore, his Diſſent is un- 1 
r os CY = R 
„KA ASN m.. i bk 
That the Points wherein the Reverend Presbytery and old de 
„ HDiſſenters differ, as to the neceſſary Qualifications that the ſu- h 
preme Magiſtrate ought to be poſſeſſed of, is of ſuch a Nature | 1: 
©' as ſhould not been teſtified againſt, eſpecially when the Preſ- a 


*'bytery was about to renew the Covenants; becauſe, according. | 
to the ſtrict Words of theſe Covenants, the Diſſenters ſeem 
to have the better of the Argument: And though, by certain 
| * Pidinckions, ſome may be able to ſatisfy rhemlclygs, 0: others, © | 


5 


5 that 
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© that they may take or renew theſe Covenants, and yet ſwear 
© Allegiance to the preſent Government, without any Inconſiſt · 

© ency; yet that is far from heing a clear Matter in the Appre- 4 
- © henſion of many good and plain-thinking People: And there? 
© fore the reviving of that Diſpute at this Time may be of dan» # 
© gerous Conſequence, and prove a ſtumbling Block to many in 


1 E 3 c REESE 0 
going about the ſolemn Work in view.“ 


r- [| 1. Here Mr. Nairn carries on a Miſrepreſentation of the Pref: 
ie bytery, as entring into a Combat with theſe he calls the old Dif- 
A ſenters. It was ſomewhat higher that the Presbyrery had in 


hand, viz. to debate with Ewils; though Mr. Nairn ſeems here 

1 2 » . - . * ; * . . . 
to content himſelf in going no higher with his Cauſe, than to 
plead for Perſons. 55 | 1 
q 2. The preſent Controverſy is by no means what neceffary 


- Qualifications the ſupreme Magiſtrate ought to be pofleſs'd of; 

4 this is a groſs miſtating of the Queſtion. The true Point 

2 in Debate is this, Whether or not we ought to ſubmit unto the 

4 lawful Commands of Magiſtrates that have not all theſe Qualiſi · 

2 cations? 17 35 e e e do rk ME 

T8 oe 3. The Presbytery by no means had a ſwearing of Allegiance 

i to the preſent Goverument in view; as the Government was 
not the Party they were dealing with. They were dealing witng 
God, and fo conſidering the Duty which his Word binds them 

: to, with Reference to the preſent Government. And what 

„ Ground any have, not to be clear about their Principles in this 

: N Matter, muſt be afterwards conſidered. thus | 

„ - 4+ The Presbytery were by no means reviving an old Diſpute; 

but conſidering upon the Method of quelling a living Diſpute, 


5 particularly as it had zewly ariſen among ſome Perſons that c- 
ceded to them. A Suppoſition of dangerous Conſequences is no 
Rule of Duty, where the Point is antecedently clear; and dan. - 
gerous Conſequences may rather be expected from countenan- 
cizg, than endeavouring to quell a living Error. As to the Pref. 
bytery's occafioning any to ſtumble, by bringing in that Mar. 

ter in a Renovation of the Covenants, Mr. Nairn ſhould not | 
have diſſented from them, as to that Manner of Procedure, at 
3 till once they concluded upon ir; Which they h not 
ER . : RG . 
F. Mr. Nairn ſpeaks ſomewhat doubtfully, as to our Cove. 
nants caſting the Argument on that Side of the preſent Controᷣ- 
verſy which he has eſpouſed: But a Diſſent from a judicatory 
would need to be upon ſome better than à doubtſul Ground. 


n 
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Whether or not our Covenants favour the Principles Mr. Nairn p 
is now eſpouſing, is a Queſtion that muſt be farther ſpoke to: |} © Ji 
Bur, as he afterwards reſumes this Matter more expreſly, the „ U 
Conſideration of it ſhal! be preſently referred. Only it appears 7 6 1 


That his Diſſent is yet unreaſonable. 16 f 
| REASON Iv. Yd « f 

© Theſe old Diſſenters, as muſt be admitted by all that know | © 5 

e them and their Principles, are good Men, and true Presbyteri- || © V 
c ans, adhering tenaciouſly to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline | * ſt 
c and Government of the Church, as eſtabliſhed by the Refor- E *. © 


e mation in Scotland, and the many Laws thereupon enatted [| * 4 
c eſtabliſhing the ſame, and to which our worthy Anceſtors 2 4 
© bound themſelves by the moſt ſolemn Oaths and Covenants, |} 2 
e which they took, and which ſome of them ſealed with their 
ANSWER. NP 
As the Encomium Mr. Nairn here gives to theſe whom he 
calls old Diffenters, is quite foreign to the preſent Purpoſe, fo 
the Presbyrery is no way concerned with it. There is no Argu- 
ment here, but in Defence of the Perſons of certain People, whoſe 

| Perſons the Presbytery did never attack; and ſo this whole Pa- 
ragraph is quite impertinent. Let the Worth and Merit of any 
Per ſons be ęver ſo remarkable, what ſays this for vindicating 

any Extremes they run into? To make a Noiſe in this Caſe about 

any body's Worth or Goodnels, is at beſt but an unfair Way of 
- diſputing. And hitherto the Diſſent is groundleſs. | 


* 
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ö | 
REASON V. =e 
That as, by many fundamental Laws, the true Religion, 

- © eftabliſhed among us, and our Kings, by their Coronation | 

©. oath, are bound to ſwear to ſerve God according to his holy 

Word, and maintain the true Religion of Chriſt, and rule ac- 

© cording to the Laws of the Realm, and to aboliſh all falſe Re- 

© ligion: So, by our Covenants, we are ſolemnly bound, to 

© endeavour not only the Preſervation of the Reformed Religion 

C in the Church of Scotland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipling ' 

and Government, according to the Word of God; and to en- 
© deavour to bring the Churches of God in the three Kingdoms 
© to the neareſt Conjunction and Uniformity in Religion, Con- 

© feſſion of Faith, Form of Church. Government, Directory for 

c ere 3 ns IO 3 of Perſons, to endeavour the 

Extirpation of Popery and Prelacy, Superſtition, Hereſy, 

2 Scbiln, and Profanenefs, POT: "IN K-43 
ann _ *Tha #1. 
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| © liament; ſo in the 7th Act, anno 1707, ratifyit 


© © England, zo take 


e That, notwithſtanding thereof, by the Articles of Union, as _ 
© Presbytery is eſtabliſhed in Scotland by an Act of our Scots Pars, 2? 
the Treaty of 


1 © Union of the two Kingdoms, it is declared, That the Parlia- 


pf 


ö © nent of England 


may provide for the Security of the Church of 
place within the Bounds of the Kingdom ef Eng- 


© © land; and all the Succeſſors to the Britiſh Crown are obliged to 
„ ſwear, That they ſhall inviolably maintain and preſerve tb 
& Settlement of the true Proteſtant Religion, with the Government, 


© Worſhip, Diſcipline, Rights and Privileges of this Church, as e. 
© ſtabliſbed by the Laws of this Kingdom, in Proſecution of the 


Claim of Right; and at the ſame time to ſwear, to maintain 


© and preſerve inviolably the Settlement of the Church of England, 


and the Dotirine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline thereof, as by Law ] 


© eſtabliſhed, within the Kingdom of England and Ireland. 


© Now, it ſeems inconſiſtent with our prior Obligation by the 


© Covenants, to endeavour the Reformation of Englend and Ire. 
land, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, ace 
| © cording to the Word of God, and the extirpating of Prelacy 


© there; and that the Settlement of the Church of Exgland, and 


c "ae Epiſcopal Government, ſhould be inviolably maintained 
4 ther e. 5 LS > | a 5 55 
© And as our Kings are, by our antient and fundamental 


© Laws, and by the Covenants (which bind our Kings, Nobles, + - 


© and Commons) obliged, not only to profeſs, and to preſerve 
© the Reformed Religion of the Church of Scotland; bur alfo 


to reform England and Ireland from Prelacy and Superftition: : 


© So it is abſurd, and inconſiſtent therewith, that our Kings 
© may not only be of the Religion of the Church of England, 
© bur are expreſly obliged to ſwear to maintain inviolably in Eng- 


land Prelacy, and the Superſtition of the Engliſh Church. 


Ihe Scruple therefore which the old Diſſenters had in ac- 5 
| ©<-knowledging the late King George, and ſwearing Allegiance to 


© him, does not want its Difficulty, namely, That as they had 
© {worn to, and were bound by our ſolemn Covenants, to en- 


© deavour the reforming of England from Prelacy and Superfti- | 


tion, it was inconſiſtent for them to ſwear Allegiance to a 


F © King, who not only did not poffeſs the: Qualifications requir- 
1 © cd by Law, but alſo had ſworn to maintain and inviolably © '} 
| © preſerye Prelacy, and the whole Eſtabliſhment of the Engliſh | 


n · 

ns - 4 in its Doctrine, Diſcipline and Government, in Exg- 

n- 3 and. 8 5 . ö 1 i ; 

or {| From this ic would appear, rhat tis inconſiſtent, when we are 
he do renew the Covenants, that we ſhould conſider ourſelves as 
Ya 


© under an Opligatlon to obey any POWER, chat is obliged ra 
13 . De : preeres 
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85 As theſe are preciſely Mr. Nairn's own Words, any Grams 
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prcſerve and maintain Prelacy in England, and who, if we ſhall 
e © ſwear Allegiance to that Power, may require our Aſſiſtance 


c to maintain Prelacy in England, which, by prior ſolemn Oaths 


and Engagements, we are obliged to extirpate, even in Eng- 

©. land, by reforming them in Doctrine, Diſcipline and Govern- 

ment, according to the Word of God, to which the Prelacy 7? 
© and Superſtition of the Engliſh Church is moſt repugnant“ 


ANSWER, 


matical Eſcapes therein the Fresbytery rake not upon them to 
corre. 1185 Wem n 
Neither can the Presbytery take thele ſix Paragraphs altoge- 
ther under a ſeparate Conſideration, as they all belong to one Rea - 
ſon of Diſſent. 1 ii 2 ? £123: » 3 | X 7 

In the firſt two Paragraphs Mr. Nairn lays down ſome Pre- 
miſſes, and, in the other four, he draws ſome Concluſions from 
them all which muſt be confidereds '. a 
I. To begin with the Premiſſes : Anent what Mr. Nairn ex- 
preſſes in the firſt Paragraph, the Presbytery are of the lame mind 


with him, having never given any Ground to ſuſpect the contra - 


ry. What is expreſſed in the ſecond Paragraph, the Presbytery 
doth alſo acknowlege; nor have they ever endeavoured to palli- 
ate or extenuate the grievous Defections therein mentioned, from 
the fundamental Laws and Atticles of the Civil Conſtitution in 
our reforming Periodss. (2 YI [0-179 C 
II. The Concluſions Mr. Nairn draws from theſe Premiſes, 


\ . whereanent the Presbytery and he do not differ, come next to 


be conſidered. 


As what he advances, in this 5th Reaſon of Diſſent, is verſant 
about the Presbytery's Principle anent the preſent Civil Magi- 


ciplez ſo the Rules of Reaſoning require, that his Coneluſſons 
ſhould ſtrike directly againſt their ſaid Principle, and therefore 


ſhould amount preciſely unto this much, viz. That they are 


wrong in acknowledging the preſent Civil Authority over theſe 
Nations, and Subjection thereunto in lawful Commands. This 
is the true Point of Controverſy betwixt Mr. Nairn and the Pres- 


bytery. Whatever he infer anent the preſent Civil Magiſtrate, if 
he infer not this, his preſent Reaſoning againſt the Pregbytery is 
quite from the Purpoſe: And, if he infer it not, upon juſt Grounds,” : 


this whole Reaſoning can have no manner of Force in the preſent 


Caſe. How then this Matter ſtands, will appear in conſidering 
the ſeveral Concluſions Mr. Nairn draws from the Premiſſes he 


mr; id down. 
dba laid down. 
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ſtance 1. His 55ſt Concluſion is in the third Paragraph, where hne 
Oaths mentions zwo things as inconſiſtent. (1. ) That we are obliged, bß 
Eng- our Covenants, to endeavour the Reformation of England and 
vern- Ireland, &c. C2.) That the Settlement of the Church of Eng- 
elacy land, and the Epiſcopal Government, ſhould be inviolably main. 
ftained there. Hereunto it is anſwered, that, 1 = 

e.) It can ſcarce be thought Mr. Nairn here means, That 
; the Settlement of the Church of England, and the Epiſcopal Go» _? 

4” vernment there, being in Fact maintained by the preſent Powers, 
G is inconſiſtent with the Obligation this Presbytery is under, b 
n to our Covenants, to endeavour the Reformation of England and Ire-— 


land: For nothing could be more abſurd, than to ſuppoſe, that 
any Difficultiesin the Way ofthis Endeavour can be inconſiſtent 
Rea- 1 with our Obligation thereunto. wm bs Bi | 
OR (2. A If Mr. Nairn means, That it is inconſiſtent for the ſame 
Pre- || Perſon or Perſons to be under the fore/aid Obligation of our Co- 
om venants, and, at the ſame Time, to engage to the foreſaid Main- 
|! renance of the Settlement of the Engl; Church and Epiſcopal 
ex- Government: This is indeed altogether: undeniable. But what 
ind | then? Does the Presbytery come under any Engagement to main- 
tra- rainthe Engliſh Church and Epiſcopal Government? Does their 


- 


ery | Principle anent the Civil Magiſtrate, which Mr. Nairz is quar= 
li. relling, lay them under any Engagement that Way? Their Prin- 
om ciple 1s, That they ought to acknowledge the preſent Civil Au- 
in thority in lawful Commands, and to ſubmit thereunto in theſe * 


Circumſtances. Does this ſay, that they engage themſelves to 
; concur with the Civil Magiſtrate, in maintaining the Hierarchy: 
to and Superſtitions of the Engliſh Church; while yer they openly 

| deny the Lawfulneſs thereof, and, according to the Obligation 
nt ot our Covenants, do openly teſtify againſt the Conduct of the 


gi. | preſent Magiſtrate in: hat Matter, Iris ſtrange to infer, becauſe 

mw the Presbyrery acknowledge lawful! Commands, that therefore 
ns they are for acknowledging unlawful ones; which yer is the 
re. moſt that what Mr. Nairz here ſays can amount to: And there: 
re | fore his Diſſent is hitherto quite groundleſs. Ef 
fe 22. Mr. Nairn's ſecond Concluſion is in the fourth Paragraphz 
us and it amounts to no more than this, That the Obligations out 
„ Kings were brought under, by fundamental Laws and Articles 
if of Ks Civil. Conſtitution, in our reforming Periods, and thoſe 


is they ly under by the preſent Conſtitution, relative to Religion and 
our Covenants, ate inconſiſtent ; and that an Acknowledgment of 
at. | Doch theſe is ab/urd. Now, this is what the Presbytery never 
denied, but have taught as plainly as Mr. Nairn; ſo that the 
ie. {|  nevergaychim occaſion to argue this Point with them. But what 
iS is chis 5 the preſent Purpoſe? The Queſtion ſtill remains, Whe: .. 1 
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ther or not, notwithſtanding all hee Evils that our Magiſtrates 
are chargeable with, yer their Authority may be ſtill acknow- 


ledged, and ſubjected unto in lawful Commands? Or, Whether 


ſuch Acknowledgment: of, and Subjection to their Authority, be 
inconſiſtent with a due Teftimony againſt the above Evils, while 
the Presbytery agree with Mr. Nairn, in reckoning it their Du- 
ty to carry on a due Teſtimony againſt all theſe? This Point 


U. Nairn has ſtill left wnrouch'd, and ſo his Diſſent is ſtill quite 


— 


'groundleſs. 5 9, | ot 
3. His third Concluſion is in the fi Paragraph: And therein 
the Plea is carried on, not immediately in favour of any Point of 
Truth or Duty, but in favour of theſe he calls old. Diſſen ters; 
as expreſſing an Inconſiſtency they ſaw in the way of acknowledg- 
ing the late King George. In fo far as this Paragraph is a Plea for 
theſe Perſons, it is impertinent to theCaſe in hand, and the Pres- 
Bytery have no Buſineſs with it: They have nothing ado here, 
but to notice what may be applicable to the Controverſy betwixt 


Mr. Nairn and them: Wherefore it is ſufficient to obſerve, that, 


(.) Any Queſtion, as to /wearing Allegiance to a King, has 
no Concern with the preſent Caſe; the Presbytery not having 
had this in View, as is declared in Anſwer 3. to Reaſon III. 

(̃. 2.) The whole Amount of this Paragraph, as to the preſent 
Caſe, is no more, than that Obedience to a King, who not only 


doth not poſſeſs the Qualifications required by Law, (viz. during 


© Reformation) but alſo hath ſworn to maintain and inviolably pre- 
ſerve Prelacy, and the whole Eſtabliſhment of the Engliſh 
Church, in its Doctrine, Diſcipline and Government in England; 


= that Obedience to ſuch a King is inconſiſtent with our Covenant- 


obligations. And this indeed is the true Point in Debate, if the 
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faid Obedience be ſtill underſtood in the Pre: bytery's Senſe, wiz. | 


with relation only to lawful Commands. But, as to this Point, 


Mr. Nairn doth at moſt only affirm, without advancing any Re-. 


ſon for his Side of the Controverſy : And lo, for any thing he has 
ſaid, his Diſſent is ſtill quite unreaſonable. 

4. His fourth Concluſion is in the ſixth Paragraph. Here it 
is that his Gradation of Inferences, upon this fifrh Reaſon, is 


brought to a Period; and here does he at laſt appear to bring 
all home to the Caſe in hand, though, upon a little Enquiry, 
pere will be found only an Appearance of doing ſo. Upon this 


Paragrapb it is to be remarked, that, 
* (1.) When Mr. Nairn there brings in the Presbytery's Decla- 
ration of their Principle anent the Civil Magiſtrate, in Oppoſi - 
tion to hi, Scheme, as ſtanding in a Connexion with their Reno- 


= 74ton of the Covenants, he is ſtill perſevering in a Miſtake, * 


formerly noticed in Anſwer 2, to Reaſon II. For he till takes 


"© the {| 
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Sins, for granted, and diſſents chereſrom, though it was a Mats 


Commands, lays us open to their requiring our Aſſiſtance to 


ence to ſuch a Demand, were it made. Strange Inference! Caan 


* 
wy 
2 

8 


' bute to Ceſar, imply any A 


Prelacy even in England. Now (if the Obligation to obey the 


Commands, which is all the Presbytery contends for; then) as 


- Propoſition will be to this Effect. 


© ferve dhe Reformed Religion of the Church of Scotland, bue 


es > 
* 


the Continuange of the debated Paragraph, in the Confeſſion of 1 


= 


ter then under Conſideration, and afterwards dropt. 
(2.) He is alſo perſevering in another groſs Miſtake, viz.That 
the Presbytery had any View of ſwearing Allegiance to the King. 
Upon this ſee Anſwer 3. to Reaſon III. | ; +: 
(3.) There is an Aſſertion in this Paragraph extremely unac- 
countable, when applied to the Matter truly in Debate; as then 
it can amount to nothing leſs than this, viz. That our SubjeQt- 


on and Obedience to the preſent Government, in their lawf#ub. 


maintain Prelacy in England; or implies Subjection and Obedi- 


ractical Subjection and Obedience to the preſent Government, 
in lawful Commands (tlie maintaining of which is all the Ground 
that ever Mr. Nairn had to aſcribe unto this Presbytery any View 
of ſwearing Allegiance?) Can this invite the Government to lay 


— 1 


unlawful Commands upon us? Can this imply Subjection and 


Obedience to ſuch Commands? Could our Lord's paying Tri- 
probation of, or Concurrence with 
his Idolatry? The 4b(ugdiygfgt Tuch Reaſoning mult ſtare every 
obſerving Reader i "I — Oh e e e, 
(4.) What Mr; harcher expreſſes here, anent the Que- 
ſtion in Debates Mee fame, upon the Matter, with what was 
noticed as implied in the laſt Paragraph, viz. That the conſider- 
ing ourſelves as under an Obligation to obey any Power, that is 
obliged to preſerve and maintain Prelacy in England, is inconſi= 7} 
ſtent with our prior ſolemn Oaths and Engagements to-extirpate * 


preſent Power, be underſtood only with reference to, lauful 


was noticed before, this is indeed the true Point in Debate be- 
twixt ir. Nairn and the Presbytary. But then, what more doth 
he ſtill than affirm it > Doth he produce any one Reaſon for it? 
Let the Subſtance of all that he hath ſaid in thir fx Paragraphs, 
concerning the Point in hand, be drawn up into tlie Form of an 
Argument, and then it will eaſily appear, whether, in the whole, 
he has advanced any one Reaſon for ſupporting his preſent Prin- 
ciple and Diſſent, 9 
When what he advances againſt the Presbytery in theſe Para- 
graphs, is ſummed up into the Form of an Argument, the major, 


f 


© Though, by our ancient and fundamental Laws, and by the 
© Covenants, our Kings are obliged, not only to profeſs and pre- 


Ba 


28 


< alſe 


tion: , by the preſent Conſtitution, our 
may be of the Religion of the Church of England, but are ex- © 
preſly obliged to ſwear, to maintain and preſerve inviolably 


© ©. alſo to reform England and Ireland trom Prela 


WB © the Settlement of the Church of England, and the Doctrine, 
= © Worſhip and Diſcipline thereof, as by Law cſtabliſhed, within 
the Kingdoms of England and Ireland.“ 

Again, the minor Propofition will be to this Purpoſe. _ 


Sat we are bound, by our ſolemn Covenants, to endeavour 
"© the Reforming of England and Teland, from Prelacy and Su- 


& © perſtition,” . 
Now what is the true Conſequence, that, by any Rules of 
F Reaſoning, can follow from theſe Premiſſes? Can it be any thing 
but to this effect, viz. : | 3 
Tpͤuerefore we ought not, in the leaſt, to concur with our 
E-. © Kings, in their foreſaia Defection; but, on the contrary, to 


= - © ze/tify againſt the ſame in all habile Ways, and, notwithſtand- 
ing thereof, to endeavour the Eu filment of our Covenant. obli- 


7 gation, to reform England and Ireland from Prelacy and Su- 


= © perſtition.” 


= This is a Conſequence which the Presbytery acknowledges as 
fully as Mr. Nairn can do: And it may be appealed to all the 
World, if any other can be lawfully ded | 
Premiſſes. But the Conſequence Mr. Nairn draws is quite diffe- 
vent, being to this effect, wit. 


m Therefore, we ſhould not conſider ourſelves as under an Ob- 


WW © ligation to obey the preſent Power: That is, (according to the 

Debate betwixt the Presbyzery and him) we ought not to con- 

= * ſider ourſelves as under an Obligation to obey the lawful Com- 

= - mands of the preſent Power. A 

= In order to evince the Unlawſulneſs of obeying even the lau- 

V Commands of the preſent Power, it is not enough to declare, 
chat he is chargeable with Corruption and Apoſtaly in ſ many 


WW Inſtances: All that follows from this is, that we ought not to 


concur with, but to teſtify againſt the ſaid Apoſtaſy and Corru- 
We ption. But Mr. Nairn ought to have manifeſted, that, through 
W theſe Evils, the preſent Power has actually forfeited his Office, 
and that thereby a Subject is actually looſed from any Relation 
unto him as ſuch, even while he is actually reigning by the Con- 
ent of the Nation. This is the only Argument that can prove, 
or make any Appearance of proving the Unlawfulneſs of obeying 


4 even the lawful Commands of the preſent Magiſtrate. But, as 


and Superſti- 


d from the foregoing 


— 


ings not only 


Mr. Nairn ventures not upon any Argument of this Nature, 


1 What elſe he advances ſtrikes only againſt Concurrence with the 


} Corruptions of the Magiſtrate, but has no manner of Relation 
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auful Commands, is not to be acknowledged. This then is a 


e © As the Covenants ought to be renewed in the Words they 


F< Alteration of the Liturgy, Rites, Ceremonies, Diſcipline, and 


aid, Mr. Nairn means, that the Presbytery cannot renew the 


tan * n 8 ” * 3 2 I 4 


* / ts. 
ro the Principle he has eipouſed againſt the Presbytery, wiz. 5 
That the preſent Civil Authority, and Subjection thereunto in 
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Principle, which hitherto he hath only aſſerted; and the Presby- - 
"zery muſt delay to open up the Unreaſonableneſ; of this Aſſertion, 
till it appear whether he after wards produces any Reaſon for it. — 
It is enough, at preſent, to obſerve, that as hitherto he has at- A 
{racked their Principle only by bare Aſſertion; therefore his Di/+ 
ſent upon that Head is yet quite anreaſonable. 


| 
REASON-VI. 
were conceived by our Anceſtors, ſo far as is ſuited to our 
Circumſtances, ſo if theſe Words in the Covenant, viz. To 
preſerve and defend the King's Majeſty's Perſon and Autho« 
© rity, in the Preſervation and Defence of the true Religion; be 
© applied to the preſent Sovereign, it cannot be expreſſed in- 
definitely, becauſe he has ſworn to maintain a prelatical or 
!< falſe Religion in England, which we, by the ſolemn League, 
© are obliged to extirpate, and reform England from it: And 
© therefore there is a Neceſſity, that, at renewing the Cove- 
© nants, the ſame muſt be done with an Aketation ſuited to 
© our preſent Circumſtances, that we may not involve ours 
© ſelves in Contradictions and Perjury. Neither can we, in Con- 
© fiſtency with our Obligation to reform England, engage to 
* preſerve the Rights and Privileges of the Parliament, becauſe 
it ſtands upon the Footing of the UNION, which allows the 
© Settlement of the Engliſh Church to continue, without any 


. Government of the Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed in England 
© at the UNION, which. is to remain in full Force for ever. 


r ANSWER. 1655 

1, What the Presbytery has been aiming at, is a Renewing of 
the Covenants, in a Way ſuited to our Circumſtances; and that 
with as much Regard to the Words wherein they were conceiy'd 

our Anceſtors, as Reaſon, Providence and Religion will ad-. 
mit of, If Mr. Nairn be for paying any more Regard to theſe 
Words, beſides ſeveral Abſurdities, there will be Idolatry in his 
Caſe. LET. V 
2. Upon this ab/ſiruſe and /elf-inconſiſtent Paragraph, it is not 
worth while to remark farther, than that if, by what is here 


Coyenant-Oath of Allegiance to the preſent Government; this 
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is what they grant, becauſe it is not competent for them to im. 
po ſe Oaths in Civil Matters, though, if the Civil Government, in 
a Way of ſupporting Reformation, were again impoſing the 
ame Allegiance, they would have Abundance of Freedom to take : 
it. But, if Mr. Nairn here means, that the Principle which the . 
Presbytery now maintains anent Subjection to the preſent Civil! 
Authority in lawful Commands, is any way inconſiſtent with“ 
our Covenant Allegiance: This is what the Presbytery altogether}, * 
reſiſes; and their Grounds for ſo doing may be afterwards laid] 
Open. \ . 1 
| #7 As to the Clauſe in the Solemn League which binds, mu- 
tually, to preſerve the Rights and Privileges of the Parliamentis, 
common Senſe tells, that this Clauſe can bind only in ſo far 
as Providence gives Occaſion for it. A Parliament in Scotland 
we have not: And, as to the Britiſh Parliament, which is a Part of | 
the preſent Legiſlative Power, the Presbytery contend not, that the 
Covenant lays them under any Obligation with Reference there- 
unto, or that they have any Concern therewith, but what is“ 
expreſſed in the Principle which they hold in oppoſition to Mr. 
Nairn, viz. That we ſhould acknowledge the preſent Civil Au- 
thority over theſe Nations, and Subjection thereunto in lawful |* 
Commands. Therefore, | LEES w_ ; ö 
4+ The whole Amount of this Paragraph, as to the Point in | 
Debate betwixt Mr. Nairn and the Presbytery, is juſt a Repeti- 
tion of what he has ſaid before, viz. That Acknowledgment of, 
and Subjection unto the preſent Civil Government, in lawful 
Commands, amidſt the Corruption and Apoſtaſy thereof, is in- 
conſiſtent with our Covenant- Obligation, to reform England. 
But this is a Point which the Presbytery denies, and Mr. Nazrs. | 
ſtill only aſſerts it, without ad vancing any one Reaſon for it: 


And therefore his Diſſent is ſtill quite anreaſonab le. - 8 
REASON VII. 1 

© As the ſaid Diſſenters are known, according to their Prin- m 

_ © ciples, to be againſt Popery, they can never favour the Pre- Y 
© zender, or his Intereſt: Nor is their Doctrine inconſiſtent I} - 


F with the Confeſſion of Faith, in the 4th Article of the 23d Þ + © 
Chapter, which bears, That Infidelity, or Difference in Reli- 1 | 
= . © gion, does not make Yoid the Magiftrate's juſt and legal Au- © 
= * zhority: For that is to be underſtood of a Land not reform'd, 1 © 


©: where ſome, that profeſs the true Religion, may have their © 
Lot and Reſidence: But, where true Religion is once made a tl 
© part of our Civil Conſtitution, and certain religious Qualifi- 2 
© cations in theſe who are to be our Kings, are ſettled and made +! 
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g the © bind both King and People; there the Obligation upon the 
o take © King, to profeſs and preſerve our true Religion, is as binding 
ch the upon him, as the Obligation, to ſubmit to his legal Authority, 
t Civil. © is binding upon the People. 55 
gether ? ; | A NS W E R. 2 8 ' 


„ mu- 
ments, 


ds laid 1 


I. Here Mr. Nairn returns to- harp upon his leading String, | 
in celebrating the old Diſſenters; though this be a Matter quite 
foreign to any Buſineſs ever he had ado with the Presbyzery, or 


ſo far they with him. | 7 - | | -M] 
lane 2+ For reconciling the Principle Mr. Nairn has now eſpou- 
art of ſed, with the 4th Article of the 23d Chapter of the Confeſſion of 


Faith, he ſcruples not even to ſay, That that is to be underſtood 


c neceſſary, by fundamental Laws and ſolema Coyenants, that 


* 


— 5 of a Land not reformed, where ſome, that profeſs the true Religi- | 
dat ig on, may have their Lot and Reſidence. This is indeed a Piece 
Mr. 1 of intolerable Freedom which Mr. {Nazrn uſes with Truth, Rea- 1 
Au- ſon, our Confeſſion of Faith, and the Candour of our Reform- 


ers: And it gives a melancholy Evidence of what awful Shifts 
one may take, for the Support of a favourite Error. The Shift 
Mr. Nairn here uſes, is what the Presbyre:'y will afterwards' 
| have occaſion to expoſe, and thereby to vindicate our Confeſſion 
of Faith, as what is here aſſerted not only recedes from it, but 
is ſubverſive of it. However, it is enough at preſent to obſerve, 


that here he comes in with a bare-facd Aſſertion, without pro- 


ducing even the leaſt Appearance of Reaſon for it; but blunt Af 


ſertion can be no Reaſon of Diſſent. 


1 * 


3. Mr. Nairn here plainly teaches, that true Religion has been 
made a Part of our Civil Conſtitution. As to which it muſt be 
obſerved, That although the Presbytery acknowledge, that the 
Profeſſion, Defence and Maintenance of the true Religion, in 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Presbyterial Church: Govern- 
ment, àgreeable unto, and founded upon the Word of God, 
was ſecured by the fundamental Conſtitution of the Civil Go- 
vernment in our reforming Periods; which Deed of Conſtituti- 
on, in all moral Reſpects, is morally unalterable, becauſe of its 
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Duty incumbent upon the Minority, who adhere to the coye- 


innovated by the Reformation once attainꝰ d: to. But this Prjn- 


that true Religion and a true Church cannot be divided: Now, 


no longer remain a Civil, but became a religious, a ſpiritual, a 
ſupernatural Conſtitution. What then Mr. Nairn here afferts, 
is juſt a Bundle of Abſurdity: But bare Aſertion and Abſurdity 
| can be no Reaſon of Diſſent. a bs Th 
4. He farther ſpeaks of certain religious Qualifications being 
made neceſſary in our Kings. If he means a Neceſſity of religt- 
=” ous Qualifications, for the Well-being of their Adminiſtration, 
| and a Neceſſity that the Politick Body ſhould look out for theſe, 
in the Choice of a King; then the Presbytery agree with him: 


| 


But, if he means a Neceſſity of theſe religious Qualifications, un- 
to the very Being of the Regal Office, herein indeed they are 

obliged to differ. For, if any Qualifications of revealed Religion 
(which Mr. Nairn muſt mean, other ways he ſpeaks not intelli- 


this juſt coincides with what was formerly ſaid, as to the true 
Religion being a Part of the Civil Conſtitution; and it lays a far- 


ſerted of a Church Officer, than that religious Qualifications are 
neceſſary to the Being of his Office? | 


fundamental Laws, is what no human Laws whatſoever. can or 
lt to do. No human Laws can alter the true Diſlinction of 


2s eſtabliſhed by the eternal and unalterable Law of God And, 
our fundamental Laws, in reforming Times, eis not only quite 
= perverſe, but inconſiſtent with the Nature of Things. 
. ln the Cloſe of the Paragraph under Conſideration, M 


nanted Reformation; ſo alſo, that theſe Civil Righis of the Na- | 
tion, and their Magiſtrates, - did neither ariſe from, nor were 


And this is what, by our fundamental Laws, was eſtabliſhed. | 


WW _. accordingly, the Interpretation that Mr. Nairn here makes of 
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ciple is plainly diſown'd by Mr. Nairn, while he teaches that 
Religion has been made a Part of the Civil Conſtitution, which, 
mingles and blends Church and State together. True Religion |? 
is not only the Church's Bleſſing, but her very Subſtance; fo |! 


if true Religion became a Par! of the Civil Conſtitution, it in- 
eyitably follows, that the Church became a part of the State; 
hich Doctrine, as it is abſurd in itſelf, ſo it lays a plain Foun- 
dation for Era ſtianiſm, overturning the Diſtinction berwixt the 
Kingdom of our Lord jeſus and the Kingdoms of this World. 
Moreover, if the true Religion (which is ſpiritual and ſuper- 5 
natural) became a part of the Civil Conſtitution, then it could 


gibly) be neceſſary unto the very Being of the King's Office, 
cher Foundation for Eraſtianiſm: For what more can. be aſ- 
What then Mr. Nairn here aſſerts to have been done by our 


the State from the Church, or the true Nature of Ma iſtracy, 
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were tion upon the People to ſubmit to his legal Authority; that the 
Prin- former is as binding as the latter. RN Fa ole 
J that This Compariſon, as Mr. Nairn brings it in, has no Senſe in 
hich |? jt, unleſs he mean, that the King's not fulfilling his Obligation, 
igion |? Joofes the People from theirs. And 1 
e; ſo If he means, that, upon the King's not fulfilling his Obliga- 
Now, tions, and refuſing to be reformed, the People, collectively conſi- 

it in- dered, or as a politic Body, are warranted to lay him aſide; this 
tate; is indeed a Principle inſeparable from the true Doctrine of Liberty. 


'oun- |* Bur what then? All this has no Relation to the Diſpute betwixt | 
t the Mr. Nairn and the Presbytery. The People, colleffvely con- 
orld. fidered, in a politick Body, are not in a. State of Subjection: It 
per- is evident that Superiority muſt, in the Order of Nature, be be- 


fore Sub jection, the King before the Subjects; but the politick Bod 
is, in the Order of Nature, before the Xing, giving · Riſe to the « 

King, and fo cannot be ſubjeff unto him. The politick Bodys 

therefore, is a Party voluntarily contracting with the King; and 

their continu'd Concern with him, is anent the Obſervation of 

a Contract, not anent the yielding of Subjection: And the Con- 

fequence is; that any Argument anent the Obligations or Rights 


ion, of the People, collectively conſidered, as a politick Body, never 
cle, touches the Queſtion anent the Duties or Rights of the People, 
im: ſeparately conſidered, as Subjects. There can be no Inference 
ied, of the one from the other, as they are Caſes entirely diſtindt. 
un- I Mr. Nairn means, that the King's not fulfilling His Obliga- 
are tions, as to the true Religion, looſes the People, ſeparately con- 
ion ſidered, as Subjects, from their Relation to him, and from an 
elli- Obligation to obey his lawfel Commands; this is impoſſible, 
ge, . without ſuppoſing that Chriſtian Qualifications are eſſential ro 
rue the Being of the Kingly Office; which is an abſurd and Erafitz | 
far - Poſition, that has been already expos'd. h e 
aſ- Thus, upon the whole, it appears, that, in this ſeventh Rea - 
are ſon of Diſſent, Mr. Nairn advances nothing for his Principle, in 
oppoſition to the Presbytery, but bare and abſurd aſſertions: 
ur” = Wherefore his Diſſent is ſtill quite unreaſonable. , \ | 
Or W N * ; 
of 1 REASON VIII. f 
4 There is another Reflection caſt upon ſome of the Diſſent. 
ot ers, That they are for propagating Religion by offenſive” 
te © Arms; which, I apprehend, is without any Foundation: 
Fer in none of the Writings of the old Diſſenters, or any 0+ 


ſo ther N 15, do they contend for a Power to propagate Rebgion by 4 
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© offenſive Arms: All they ever pled for, was a Liberty for de- P 
© fending themſelves, and one another, in the Enjoyment of the tt 
true Religion; nor have they any Expreſſion, as I apprehend, ** d 
even to that Pn, ſtronger than theſe uſed in our Cove- to 
© nants, namely, To endeavour with their Eſtates and Lives, ju 
© mutually, to preſerve their Rights and Liberties; and, for that N 
© End, to aſſiſt and defend one another. p 
| | - | al 
l ANSWER. | 
} What Mr. Nairn here advances, is in oppoſition to the latter 
Part of the latter Clauſe ot the Paragraph, from which the Diſ- |,” f 
ſent is made. And here it is needful only to obſerve, That, 
I. This Clauſe, in the Overture, did not ſay, That ſone « 
were for propagating Religion by offenſive Arms; but that they, 
were eſpouſing Principles in favours cf propagating Religion by ofs „ 
fenſive Arms; Principles that n2arively run that Way, and a: 
mount to that much, though the Perſons ſhuuld not chuſe ro |? 
expreſs them in that Manner, C . 
2. Mr. Nairn doth not profeſs to eſpouſe theſe Principles, 1 
and ſo gives no occaſion to diſpute with him thereanent: But 11 
it is exceeding ſtrange he ſhould deny that ſome ſeu are charge- ja 


able with them. Will it believe with any body, that Mr. Nairn | v 
- never heard tell of the Scheme which hath been well known 1 
by the Name of the Active Teſtimony? And is it not well enough 
known, that this active Teſtimony teacheth that a ſmaller 
Number may endeavour to bring about National Reformation, 
by Force, in oppoſition to the Body of the Nation? What is 
this, but to propagate 4 by offenſive Arms? Bur, more- 
over, has not Mr. Nairn been particularly acquainted with a 
Repreſentation given in to this Presbytery (when he was a 
Member of it) by one whom they afterwards excommunicated : 
In which Repreſentation the Author openly maintains, That it 
is the Duty of theſe in a State of Seceſſion from the eſtabliſhed 
Church, to revolt from the preſtat Civil Government, und to 
ſet up a new Civil Government in the Land, and to ſupport the 
new Magiſtrates, in putting the Laws of God, and (what he 
= calls) the Covenanted Laws of the Land in Execution legally and 
= formally againſt all the Oppoſers and Impugners thereof. ls not 
this a teaching to propagate Religion by offenſive Arms? And 
can Mr. Nairn be ignorant, that this Man was not alone in his 
"Scheme? 5... - a "+ . 
W . After all, it is moſt ſurprizing to find Mr. Nairn aſſerting, 
dad at all that theſe People ever pled for, was Liberty of defend-- 
= 22g, &c. How far he himſelf believes what he here — By 
ne., VOY OO Tet i 
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not from that Paragraph as it lies in itſelf, and according to the 


| as a Refloction upon the oll Diſſenters, and ſome few others. and 
here indeed Mr, Nairn ſeems wholly to lay aſide the Mast, and 
to make it entirely evident, that in this whole Matter he is pro- 
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| conſlet. It can be proven that he is not ignorant of the above 
Principles maintained by ſome; and, as he picks no Quarrel with 


their Principles, all that he ſays here can then amount only to a 


diſowning the proper Name which the Presbytery gives thereun- | 
ta: And how fair or ingenuous this Dealing is, let the World 
judge. Upon the whole, it appears that this Penial which Mr. 
2 Nairn brings in for the laſt Reaſon of his Diflent, is itſelf ſur- 
prizingly unreaſonable; and therefore his Diſſent is hitherto, 
and throughout, quite anreaſonable and groundleſs. 5 


What comes next to be conſidered, is, the Diſſent itſelf, as 
Mr. Nairn expreſſes it in the Cloſe of his Paper, which is as 
follows, ; | 1 


pon theſe Grounds, I humbly diſſent from the above Te- 54 
r ſtimony of the Reverend Presbytery, as far as it is intended as 


© a Reflection upon the old Diflenters, and ſome few others, as 


© the Reverend Presbytery deſign them; and craves the Diſſent : 


© be recorded with the above Reaſons thereof,? | J 
e (Sic ſubſcribitur) Tao. NAIxN. 


This is indeed a Diſſent ſuitable to the Reaſons of it, being e- 


very way as extravagant as they. For here it is remarkable, that, 


6 I. Mr. Nairn diflents from the debated Paragraph in the O- , 
verxture anent renewing the Covenants, not abſolutely, but in 


ſome reſpects, as far as, &c. 4 | — 
2. According to the plain Meaning of his Words, he diſſents 


actual Tendency it has in itſeif ; but as (paſſevely) it is intendel- 
That is to ſay, he diſſents from it only according to the Intention 


of the Precbyzery therein; where he goes quite away from the 
Paragraph itſelf, and dips into the Minds of the Presbytery, dif 
ſenting not from the Intention of their Words, but from the In- 


tention of their Hearts, which is a Stroke both bold and ridiculous. 

3. He diſſents from it, not as if it were intended as a Refle- 
ction upon any Point of Truth or Duty, a Diſhonour unto. Jeſus 
Chriſt,” or an Injury unto his Cauſe, but as far as it is intended 


perly taking up the Cauſe of ſo many Perſons, inſtead of the 
Cauſe and Defence of Truth. And it is lamentable, that this 


whole Appearance he has made, comes to an Iſſue fo mean and 


ridiculous; While, after all, he diſſents from the debated Para- 


graph, only as far as it is intended as a Reflection upon the old 

- 4 „ 8 | 
_ Diſſenters, and ſome few others; though he had never the leaſt 
r C2 Es Ground: 
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Ground given ſo much as to ſuſpect, that ever the Presbytery, or Mocca 
any Member thereof, had any ſuch. Iatentiun. and 


A Progreſs hath now been made through Mr. Nairn's whole: nus 
Paper of Diſſent; ſo that the Reaſons advanced for the fame have Han 
been ſgverally anſwered. But, before going further, it may be B 
proper to reſume and give a brief View of the whole Matter, 
which has been under particular Conſideration; and the Caſe.is | duci 
plainly as follows. 12 7 | 5 . 
ln the Operture anent renewing the Covenants, there was a 
Paragraph inſert, conſeſſing the national Apoſtacy, particularly 
of our Ralers, as a great Provocation; and allo mentioning, as 
Ground of Humiliation, the dangerous Extreme that ſome 
© © have gone into, of impugning the preſent Civil Authority o- 
© yer theſe Nations, and Subjection thereunto in latuſul Com- 
| © mands:- And that fome-few others carry their Zeal 
V againſt the Defections and Evils of the Iimes, to the dangerous 
Extreme of eſpouſing Prineiples in favours of propagating Re- 
6 ligion by offenſiue Arms.“ As is more fully expreſſed in the 
Paragraph itſelf. e e 
Act the meeting of Presbytery in Stirling in December laſt, Mr. 
= Nairz gave in a Paper, containing Reatons of Diſſent from the 
ſaĩd Paragraph, which he, therein, cites with che Omiſſion, par- 
ticularly of that Clauſe, which reſpects the National Apoſtacy, 


ꝶ6—ͤki . a 
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BF and which might have /aved him the Pains of arguing with the the 
Piresbytery upon that Head. ES | Gh 
In that Paper, Mr. Nairz is not at the Pains to diſtinguiſh his ist 
Reaſons, or to lay them down in any Form of clear Argument, | fel: 

or ſo as to be any way concluſtve to the Point in hand: Bur, on 1 

the contrary, they are moe in Namber, according to the form gu. 

of his Paper, than what they are in Fact, and they are expreſ-— an 

ſed in ſuch a Jumole, and with ſuch needleſe Enlargements and the 
Repetition of Purpoles, as ſerves to darken the Controverſy, to Cat 
impoſe upon the unwary, and to ſeduce the fimple. And it is ve- I is 

ry remarkable, that he never ſo much as alledges the Prbyterys ca 


Principle, above ſignified, to be contrary unto any Argicle of MW + 
our Confeſſion of Farh, or any Text of Scripture; nor does he i. of 
advance any thing from theſe Topicks, for proving his Side of to 
the Controverſy: But, throughout that Paper, he either pro- ce: 
F © duces bare Aſſertions. without alledging any thing for Proof; or | 
| he goes quite away from the Queſtion, diſputing needleſly with = 
the Presbytery, in Matters whereanent he and they are agreed, |}. 
or anent which they never gave him any Ground of Cantrouemy 
with them. And then, his Diſſent itſelf goes away from the - 
vert Meaning of the debated Paragraph, and turns upon füh-. 
ſed lutention of the Presbytery, which tliey never gave anypbodys FL 
r | | | . _ occanon” 


* 


* 
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nn AS 
occaſion to ſuppoſe they had. Thus, at laſt, his whole Diſſent, 
N and the Reaſons thereof, complexly taken, make up ane conti. 
ole | owed Blunder, and all comes juſt to nothing as to the Caſe in 
be But, more particularly, when Mr. Nairn's Paper is confider- 
er, red, all of it that looks any way to the Caſe in hand, appears re- 


vis. | ducible to theſe five Heads. 


1. He diſſents from the Presbytery as teſtifying nk, refle- 


0 


# 


8 a2 fling upon, and ſtigmatixing the old Diſſenters. But this has 

rly * been ſufficiently anſwered. _ a | : 

as |3 2, He ſtrikes out againſt the debated Paragraph, its landing 

me in the Overture anent renewing the Covenants: Bur he had no 


o- | Ground to diſſent from the Presbyzery in this Matter, becauſe it 
m- | was g ill under Conſideration, as hath been ſignified. * — 
3. He diſſents from what .is aſſerted anent ſome few in the 
us | Cloſe of the Paragraph, as a Falſhood: But his Denial thereof 
de- f: hath been already manifeſtcd to be altogether groundleſs and un- 
» accountable. to Te; 33 We 
Any other Grounds of Diſſent to be found in his Paper, come, 
ſr. at moſt to theſe two. 1. That Acknowledgment of the preſent. 
he Civil Authority over theſe Nations, and Subjection thereunto in 
r-" |: lawful Commands, is inconſiſtent with our Covenant. obligations, 


„ and inconſiſtent with a due Teſtimony againſt the Corruption ß 

ne the preſent Conſtitution. 2. That the ꝗth Article of the 23d 
Chapter of our Confeſſion of Faith, in the Paſſage cited by him, 

us is to be underſtood of a Land nos reformed, where ſome that pro- 

t, fels the true Religion may have their Lot and Reſidence. ; 

n Now, as to zheſe two Points, the Presbytery have hitherto ar- 

m gued only, that they are bare Aſſertions. Mr. Nairn alledges not 

. any thing at all for the Proo/ of them; and bare Aſſertions, even 

d | tho? zrne, can be no Reaſons of Diſſent. Before they can vindi. 

" 9 cate a Diſſent, Reaſons for them muſt be produced; but, as there 

e- is nothing of this in the Caſe, what has been ſaid is ſufficient for 

„ caſting his whole Paper of Diſſent. Te | 

fi - However,.the Presbytery inclines alſo to manifeſt the Falſhoed . * 

je ot theſe two Aﬀertions above mentioned; but it will be neceflary x 

f to delay this, till it be conſidered what farther Mr. Nairn advan- 

5 ces upon the Head, in his Petition and Paper of Seceſſion. AY 
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' ANSWERS by the Ass0ctaTte PxESBYTERY, to 
the Repreſentation and Petition, dictated in thtir © 
| Preſence, by Mr. Nairn, to their Clerk, at Edin- 
burgh, February 3. 1743. F 


. 


IN the Introduction it hath been already declared, upon what 
| 1 Occaſion Mr. Nairn did, at Edinburgh, February 3. 1743. 
a dictate unto the Presbytery-clerk a Repreſentation and Pęti- 
tion, the Tenor whereof follows. . »” 

W Whereupon Mr. Nairn deſired that it may be marked, that 

5 he is ſorry that he ſhould be obliged to differ in any Point 
rom this Reverend Presbytery, more eſpecially in a Matter of 
great Conſequence; and, were it not that he is ſtraitned in- 

point of Principle and Conſcience, he would rather have chul- 
© ed to have been ſilent. He can ſolemnly declare, that he 
© doth not contend for contending's ſake, but becauſe he con- 

4 ſiders that the Matter, that hath been under Deliberation, is 
bodo the greateſt Conſequence, and of the very laſt Importance, 

namely, the Way in which we ſhould go about that ſolemn 

and ſerious Work of renewing our ſacred Covenants. He is 
ſorry that this Reverend Presbytery have caſt any Reflection 

_ < upon theſe worthy Perſons called old Diſſenters, more eſpeci- 

© ally, when that he cannot diſown, that he is much of the ſame 

© Sentiment with them; ſo what affects them muſt likewiſe af- 

e fect him, which obliged him to enter a Diflent from the Te- 
© ſtimony of this Reverend Presbytery: Therefore, and for the 

| © Reaſons contained in the ſaid Ditſent, he humbly begs that they 

_*© may recognoice that Part of their Teſtimony againſt theſe Per- 
 * ſons, who maintain thele Principles, that the ſaid old Diſſen- ſo 
© ters and he aver.” | | | | 
© In the next place, with reſpect to the Way and Method of ſe 
\ © renewing theſe Covenants, he earneſtly deſires that the Reverend 
E Presbytery would farther conſider of it; for that the Way pro- 
© poſed by them does not ſeem to be agreeable unto the Way in 
© which they were taken and ſworn in this Land. Being, as they BW. 
© were then conceived, he admits, that, at preſent, they cannot a 


© be taken in theſe very Words, if, by the King's Majeſty and * 
© Parliament, is to be underſtood the preſent King, and the pre- re 
© ſent Parliament: Therefore he is for renewing Them as they th 
c ſtand, with an Exception of ſome Particulars, where there th 


mouſt be an Alteration of the Phraſe: And he cannot think of 
any other or better Alteration, than ſolemnly to pronounce, 

© and formally to ſwear to theſe Covenants, with the Variations | 
1 | 3 | | - 22 = they 
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e they were renewed with at Auchinſhaugh near Douglas, July 


— 


Y, 70 ® < 2,th 1712, and, if any other Alterations are neceſſary, it well 
Deir ® © a he C To 1 \ 
cs deſerves the Conſideration of this Reverend Presbyrery. He has 
din- * all Freedom thus, as the Lord ſhall pity, to take theſe Cove- 
e © nants: And he thinks, that if they are not ſworn to with ſuch 
| \Z © Alterations, ſuited to our Circumitances, that it cannot be ſaid 
what © to be really a renewing, without Diſſimulation, theſe Cove- 
743. |* © nants; but, on the contrary, a taking a quite different Oath -; 
Peti- and Covenant. Mr. Nairn likewiſe declared his Adherence to 
= |" ©: the Difſent he gave in at Stirling, and craved Liberty to eck or 
that © add unto what is above marked againſt the Afternoon.” 
ont 5 1 
r of ANSWER. 
d in | 1 | 
huts | It is not worth while here, to make any Remarks upon the 
t he liberal and ſolemn Profeſſion that Mr. Nairn makes in the Entry, 
con- |} nor upon the Manner wherein he is pleaſed ro expreſs himſelf 


anent the Matter under Deliberation. - It is obſervable however, 


„ is 

nce, 1 that he miſrepreſents the Caſe, when he gives out, that the 

-mn |. Matter of his contending with the Presbytery, is, the Way in 

e is which we ſhould go about that ſolemn and ſerious Work of renew- 

ion ing our ſacred Covenants, The Paragraph, from which he dif- 

eci- ſented, was, by this Time, tranſlated from the Overture anent 

me renewing the Covenants, into a ſeparate Act, though here he 

af. takes no notice of it. But, moreover, the Matter of his Con- 

Te- tention with the Presbytery was a Point of Doctrine, and an 

the Article of our Confeſſion of Faith, as hath begn already ſignified. 

hey Mr. Nairn alſo ſtill perſiſts in a Miſtake, formerly noticed, viz. 

er. © Thar the Presbyrery have caſt a Reflection upon the Perſons of 

en» ſome People, called old Diſſenters.— But, to proceed, there are 
two Demands which he makes upon the Presbyzery, that may be 

of ſeparately ſpoke to. | af gs 

end 1. He htimbly begs, That they may recognoſce that Part of 

ro- © their Teſtimony againſt zheſe_Perſons, who maintain theſe Prin- 

in © ciples that the ſaid old Diſſenters and he aver.“ 

ey HNHlereunto it is anſwered, that, | = 

not ®  (7.) The quarrelled Paragraph being now taken out of the O- 

nd verture, and ingrots d in a ſeparate Act of Presbytery, it is te 

re- recognoſeing of this Act (which ſtands not in Connexion with _ 

ey the Covenants) that Mr. Naz mult mean, if he ſpeak az all to 

ere bg | | NR 5 

'of e.) This Ack, indeed, may more properly by far be denomi- 
nated a Teſtymony, than the Paragraph from which he formerly 


. diſſented: Bur ſtill, it is formally a Teſtimony againſt Principles, 
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cis Presbytery; and the Perſons of the old Diſſenters the Prest y. 
'* Tery never had Acceſs to have any formal Dealing with. | 
 , (3) Mr. Nairn runs too faſt, in begging the Presbytery to re- 
cognoſce their Act, condemning theſe Principles, in regard he 
has hitherto advanced nothing in favours of them, except bare 
Aſſertion. But, 3 | a 5 
2. © With reſpect to the Way and Method of renewing theſe 
© Covenants, he carneſtly deſires, that the Reverend Presbytery 
would farther conſider of it.* _ ' $6 es < 
Mr. Naira knew very well, that the Presbytery were confi- 
dering upon the Met had of renewing the Covenants, and that 
the farther Conſideration thereof was what they had in hand. 
But the Reaſon he advances for his Demand is, That the Way 
© propoſed by them does not ſeem to be agreeable to the Way | 4 
© in which they were taken and ſworn in this Land. From what 
he afterward ſays here, and, as is expreſſed in his Paper of Seceſ- 
ſion, it appears, that the Diſagreement he quarrels, lies in the 
Presbytery's not renewing the Covenants in a Repetition of the 
ſame Form and Words wherein they were formerly conceived. 
He indeed makes a Conceſſion, That, at preſent, they cannot 
© be taken in theſe very Words, if, by the King's Majeſty and Par- 
© hament is to be underſtood the preſent King, and the preſent 
Parliament. But this is a Conceſſion which the P resbytery re- 
Fuſes, in ſo far as it militates againſt their Principle, in Oppoſi · 
tion to Mr. Nairn, which he has yet attacked only by bare A/- 
ſertion. f : | 
F However, the Method of renewing the Covenants, which Mr. 
Nairn here inſiſts for, the Alterations he propoſes, and the In- 
ference he makes, in the Cloſe of this Petition, if theſe be nor 
gone into, will natively and neceſſarily fall in to befpoke to, in 
|  -conſfidering his Paper of Seceſſion; and therefore, to prevent Re- 
EC petition, this Matter ſhall be referred thither. In the mean time, 
it muſt be obſerved, that it is very unreaſonable for Mr. Nair: 
to declare a general Adherence here to his former Diſſent, when 
the ſpecial Ground thereof, concerning the Renovation of the 
Covenants, had been by this Time removed, in his own Pre. 
fence, by the Tranſlation of the quarrell'd Patagraph out of the 
Overture ancnt renewing the Covenants, into g ſeparate Ack. 
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re, 10 Reaſons of Diſſent and Seceſſion, given in to © | 

re- Ke . ® * — 
d he The ſaid Presbytery by Mr. Nairn, at Edinburgh, : 
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* © allow us in the free E xerciſe of our Religion, without Diſtur« 
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February 3. 17433. 
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5 in his Paper of Diſſent and Seceſſion, hath been already 
laid open, in the Introduction. The Preamble of this 


T. Occaſion, Time, and Manner of Mr. Nairn's giving 4 
Paper muſt be firſt conſidered, and it is as follows. ' 


© Whereas this Reverend Presbytery did, at Edinburgh, upon 
© the 21ſt of October, emit the following Teſtimony againſt the 
c old Diſſenters, and ſome few others, in theſe Words: We de- 
© fire to be humbled for the dangerous Extreme that ſome have 
© gone into, of impugning the Civil Authority over theſe Nations, 


© and Subjeftion thereunto in lawful Commands, on the account 


© of the Want of theſe Qualifications that Magiſtrates ought to 


” © bance, and are not manifefily unhinging the Liberties of the 


> © Kingdom; an Opinion and Praflice contrary to the plain Tenor 
e Scriprure, and to the known Principles of this Church in her 

© Confeſſion and Covenants, and of all other reformed Churches: 
© And that ſome few others carry their Zeal againſt the Defecti- 
t ons and Evils of the Times, to the dangerous Extreme of eſpouſe 


| © ing Principles in favours of propagating Religion by offenſiue 


A Jufily ſay, 1 hearkned and heard, but they ſpake not aright. 
© Againit which I did enter my Ditſent, for the Reaſons therein 
_ © mentioned; And, whereas the Presbytery have now, by their 


© Arms; quite contrary to that Diſpoſition that ought to be in all 


©. the profeſſed Followers of Chriſt, who came not to deſiroy Mens 


© Lives, but to ſave them: And for all theſe things the Lord may 


© AR, or unanimouſly approven Overture, homologated their 
© former Teſtimony againſt the ſaid Diſſenters; 
© Civil Part of our Covenants, as unſuitable for them, and de» 
© clared their Reſolution to proceed againſt me according to the 
© Rules of the Church, for maintaining nothing but Reformati- 
© on-Principles, as will appear from my foreſaid Diffent, and 
© Reaſons thereof, compared with their ſaid Overture or Act; I 
© muſt rake the Liberty again to diſſent, for the Reaſons menti - 


* oned-in my former Diſſent, and theſe following.“ 


Anent Mr. Nairz's above Citation of the Paragraph from 
Which he formerly diſſented, it is to be obſerved, that. 


4 . ; * o » * * h 
ne again omits the. firſt Clauſe thereof; as to which, the 
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presbytery refer unto iat hath been already laid upon the Vil⸗ 

| ; of his Diſſent. ; ; . vs 1 N ; '> ET TEMP EY . 6. | 
2. As to the latter Part of what is above · cited, via. And 


e ©'for all theſe Things the Lord may juſtly ſay, I hearkned and 
& heard, but they ſpake not aright. Theſe Words were not a 


| | Part of the debated Paragraph, but ſtood in the Overture e. ; 
= fore that Paragraph was inſerted, and had a general Back-look | # 


_ unto the whole precceding Confeſſion of Sins. $5" x- 
Mr. Nairn's ſaying, that the Presbytery have, by their Act, 


|" Jaid aſide the Civil Part of the Covenants, as unſuitable for 


zem, will afterwards fall under Conſideration: And it is need- 

leſs to add any thing farther upon this Preamble, than in ob- 
- , ſerving, that the Presbytery never declared any Reſolution to 

proceed againſt Mr. Nairn, for maintaining nothing but Nefor-. 

. mation- Principles. It hath been ſufficiently manifeſted already, 
that he has yer advanced nothing bur blunt Aſſertion, in favour | 
of the Principles for which the Presbytery reſolved to proceed 
againſt him, in caſe he did not retract. He has not yet pro- 
duced any one Text of Scripture, or any one Article of our Con | 
feſſion of Faith, for his Principles, or againſt the Presbytery's: 


And, 'till he do this, it is 200 ſoon to aſſert ſo roundly, That the tl 


Presbytery reſolved to proceed againſt him, for maintaining no: . 
thing but Reformation Principles. * 


5 The Reaſons of Diſſent and Seceſſion, which Mr. Nairn now 
 adyances, come next to be conſidered. The Reaſons of his 


228 4 K es ah” 8 n Pa CST 8 2 = 2 ar "—" SET 7 TE — q 0 Pr L 1 7 U * 4 N 4 A o 
SF"? : 7 VT dC We > * N * y x m—_ 7 5 9 L 8 me A W 
$ > rt 2 ns, SE EB. Le BE er dE LS SoC a 2 l enen wn ä * 
4 ary - - 17 > > - _ > "4 + - * - - : E 7. RE 9 mY R 4 * 4 
1 5 2 \ PIN - * * NED wa: J 5 * a" C 4 Buy * In * * 4.3 bh 1 
: - * 0 3 4 8 N 1 2 A 44 e ns 


PO -. „ 185 —A 
and Covenam : But then the taking the following Oath is nos 
a fenewing theſe Covenants, bur a taking a new Oath or 
Form of a Covenant, which is not the ſame with theſe Co- 
e venants; and therefore the taking this Oath, in no Senſe, can 
is be called a renewing of the Covenants; which is the Thin 

[#< propoſed, or, at leaſt, what the Aſſociate Presbytery wo 
put upon the People as the former Covenants. In the So- 
FL 3 League and Covenant, we ſwear, not only to cndea- 

% vour the Preſervation of the true Reformed Religion, but al- 
ſo to bring the Churches of the three Kingdoms to the neareſt 
Conjunction and Uniformity in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, 
2 + Church-Government, ec. And to endeavour the Extirpation 
of Popery and Prelacy, c. But this laſt is altogether omitted 
in chis preſent Oath or Covenant. be coed, 


ANSWER. 


* The general Scope of the above Reaſon, is to expreſs Mr. 
2 Nairn's Diſagreement with the Form and Manner of renewing 
the Covenants, propoſed by the Presbytery; as alſo with the 
Matter thereof: And theſe Points muſt be conſidered in Order. 
As to the | | a 
1, The Ground he gives for his Diſagreement, is, That the 
now Form and Manner which the Presbytery propoſes, is not and 
f his cannot, in any Senſe, be called a Renewing of the Covenants, 
vered WE bur really a taking a quite different Oath or Covenant, under 
reſent i Pretence of renewing the old Covenants. If this were true, 
gent. Mr. Nairn would indeed have good Ground to differ from the 
vhick | Presbyteryz and he might well charge them with great Abuſe 
5 and 1mpoſe#:0n upon the People. But then, what Reaſon doth _ 
he produce for that Alledgeance? It juſt comes to this, That the 
Presbytiry ate for uſing a new Form; they are not for confining 
themſelves to a Repetition of the Form, or of the ſame Words 
and Phraſe wherein the Covenants were conceived by our An- 
ceſtors: Thus, the Difference which he complains of betwixr 
the Form and Manner propoſed by the Presbytery, and our 
former Covenants, is ſuch as appears in the reading and compa- 
ring of them; that is, a Difference in Form, or in Words and 
Phraſe. The Uſe of the ſame Form, or of the [arms Words 
and Phraſe, is that only which Mr. Nairn (if his Language here 
has any Senſe) admits to be a Renewing of our Covenants. This 
is what he % tor; and the doing otherwiſe is that for which 
he ſo heavily blames the Presbyter . 1 RI 
Now, in Apſwer unto all this, the Presbytery propoſe to ma- 
vifeſt theſe F Things 2 (1. ) That the Method of re- 
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E newing the Covenants which Mr. Nairn infifts for, againſt b 
Presbytery, is very #nreaſonable. (2.) That it is quite abſurd 


and impracticabis. (3.) That therein Mr. Nairn is incon ſiſſent 
with himſelf. (A.) That it is quite wnprecedented in the Church. 
(s.) That the Form and Manner propoſed by the Presbytery, 
Bz, really a renewing our folemn Covenants, according to the 
Example of our Reformers. And if theſe Things be once made 


e Presbytery will be ſufficiently vindicated. againſt all the 

| poſition upon People. It is propoſed then to manifeſt, - 
I. That the Method of renewing the; Covenants, which Mr. 
Nairn inſiſts for, againſt the Presbytery, is very unreaſonable. 

And this it is upon the Accounts following. A 
1. Thar we ſhould be obliged and 44” ORE a Repetition 
of the ſame Form or Words wherein our Covenants were con- 
ceived in the laſs Century, would neceflarily require and ſup- 
| poſe one of uo Things: Either, „ : 
- >, - (1.) That theſe Words (abſtracting from the Meaning and 
Matter) have a Stamp of Divine Authority upon them: But this 
belongs only unto the Words of the Holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures. 
Yea, the Adherence which Mr. Nairn pleads for, unto the 
Words of our Covenants, is greater than the Adherence that 
God requires of us, unto.the original inſpired Language of Scri- 


the Circumſtances of. ſuch as are ignorant of the original Lan- 
guages: And, if in retaining the Meaning, Matter, and Truths 
of Scripture, we may clothe the ſame in neu Words, that will 

- » ſuit our Circumſtances, How unreaſonable muſt it be to reſtrain 
us from uſing a neceſſary Freedom with the Form or Wards of 
dur Covenants, for accommodating them to owrpielent Cir« 


But, on the other Hand, „ 
{ >»  - (2.) Our Confinement unto a Repetition of the Wards where - 


n our Corenants were formerly conceived, would ſuppoſe that 
our firſt Covenanters ſwore an Adherencs, not only unto the 
Things and Duties expreſſed in our Covenants, hut alſo unto 
1 their ows Words wherein they expreſſed them; ſ as the Cath, 
wich we ly under in.their Loins, ſhould bind as now unco the 
Words as much as unto the Matter; or to reckon the Words: of 
= thatOath, Part of the Matter of it, whereunto:we are ſworn. 
_ , poſitjon of his Kind? Yea, as that Oath did nog bind Po- 
#1 ty unto the Duties therein mentioned, any. other. Way than 


mn what might ſuit the Circumſtances God ſhould, plate ahem ih; 
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pPture; for we are warranted to have the Scriptures tranſlated. in- 
to our own Language, Which is an Accommodation of them to 


But what can appear more ridiculous and Falſe, an 2 Sup- 


k 


our 5 
Noiſe Mr. Nairn makes about their pretended Abuſe and Im- 
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| How then could an Adherence unto the Wards of that Oath b 
any farther Requiſite . Bur 
2. That we ſhould be confined unto a Repetition of theie 
XZ Words,-in renewing the Covenants, is moſt unreaſonable Be- 
cCauſe, thus, our Reformers were at Liberty to enter into Co- 
venant with God, in a Way ſuited unto heir Circumſtances, and 
the then ſpecial Calls of God's Word and Providence. But we 
T muſt be denied a like Liberty; that is, in covenanting with Gd, 
we muſt overlook our preſent Circumſtances, and the preſent pe- 
cial Calls of God's Word and Providence, and regard only what 
was the Caſe an hundred Years ago, in re g till ht Form 
| of a Covenant which did quadrate unto that Calc, but does not 
|  quadrate unto ours. Again, is the accommodating the Cove- 
nants to our Caſe a Thing that our Reformers could do for us, 
don- and ſave us the Trouble of, though they were ignorant of our 
ſup- Caſe? Or could what they did ſuperſede and annul our Duty to 
deal with God in a Covenant · Way, ſuited unto God's preſent 
and Calls and Manner of dealing with us? Is not then what Mr. 
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this MNairs inſiſts for moſt unreaſonable? Moreover, _ 
wes. | Il. It is quite abſurd and impracticable. | 


the Here ſeveral-Zxpreſſions in our Covenants might be mention- 
that ed, which can noway hit our preſent Condition, and an Appli- 
geri · ¶ cation of which unto the ſame would be very abſurd: But, paſ- 
in-  fing theſe, as obvious unto an intelligent Reader, it is to be far- 
to ther remarked, tha. "2 
an- 1. The Repetition inſiſted for is quite ab/urd, becauſe it muſt, 
11h. upon the Matter, ſay, That our Reformers did, of purpoſe, cal-⸗ 
will W. culate che Form of their Covenant, not only for the ſpecial * 
rain Circumſtances and Calls by Word and Providence which then 
of tool place, but alſo for theſe that ſhould take place even an hun- 
Cir- # dred ears after; though yer our Reformers neither fore ſau out 
- . preſent Condition, nor could they, or were they bound to make 
= Proviſion for it. ET” r 
ere - 2. A renewing Covenant, by repeating the ancient Form, 
that as Mr. Nair® Would have it, is quite ;impratticable: For though 
the we ſhould pronouncethe ſame Form and Words, yet we beho- 
nto ved necellarilyto underſtand it of the preſent Time, Perſons and 
uh, Things, otherwiſe it could not be a preſent Oath. But though 
the we ſhould retain the Words, if we mean them not of the Time, _ 
-of Des and Things, chat our Forefathers had ado with; but f 
wu. BW theſe which we have ado with, then, in ſo far, we pronounce _ 
up- che Words with a difrrent Meaning from what our Forefathers 
po- bad: And fo chis could not be a renewing of the Covenants in 
a Mr. Nairn's riet Senſe, unleſs he wants a Renovation of Vords, 
. nnn 
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tion of the Phraſe.” And this is what he poſitively advances” 


| 
1 


1 
1 
= . 


Civil Magiſtrate, it is ſufficient, at this Time, to.refer to hae 
has been ſaid in Anſwer 2. to Reaſon VI. of his e igen; 
aud to what will occur in Anſwer 1. to Reaſon II 


. 


III. In what Mr. Nairn now iniifts for, he is inconſiſtent 
Wich himſelf. For, as his preſent Language has no Senſe, un. 
leſs he be pleading for a renewing the Covenants, in a Repeti. 
tion of the ancient Form and Words; yet, in his ſixth Reaſon 
of Diſſent, and in his Repreſentation and Petition, he wants the 
Covenants to be renewed in a Way ſuited to our Circumſtances: 

And how can theſe Things conſiſt? Moreover, that Accommo- 
dation of the Covenants to our preſent Circumſtances, which 
<3 pleads for muſt be in one or both of theſe two Ways. Ei. 
c er, | : | tos 4 
1. The ſame Words muſt be uſed, but underſtood of the pre- 
ſent Time, Perſons and Things: And then the Words are uſed 
with another ſpecial View, than what our Forefathers had. But 
is it not fully as lawful to make Uſe of other Words than they, 
as to uſe their Words with another ſpecial View than they had 
Again, ſeeing we muſt have a ſpecial View to the preſent Time, 
Perſons and Things, Is it not far better to expreſs the ſame in 
our own Words, than to go back an hundred Years, and ſeek 
Words for it from our Forefathers, who could not foreſee the 
ſame, and who were not bound to ſuit the Covenants unto our 
"Caſe, but unto their own? Thus, if Mr. Nairn once looſe a 
Pin of his Scheme, by allowing us to have our own Views, ac- 
cording to our preſent Circumſtances, by a Parity of Reaſon 
we cannot be hindred from having our own Words alſo. But, 
28. By accommodating the Covenants to our preſent Circums . + 
ances, Mr. Nairn may allo mean a doing it, © with an ER. 
© ception of ſome Particulars, where there muſt be an Aera. 
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in his Petition. There he propoſes an Example of the Exceprion - © 
and Alteration he is for, viz. as in the Renovation of theTove- ; 
nants at Auchinſhaugh, near Douglas, July 24th, 1% In the 
printed Copy of the Covenants as there renewed, there are 
ſome Alterations ſignified- upon the Margin; and particularly 
theſe Places, that reſpect the Civil Magiftrate, areexplain'd a- 
way from any Magiſtrate that actaally is, and applied ro a Ma- 
giſtrate that (perhaps only) may be, ſome Tims o other. lt 
is not the Presbytery's Buſineſs here, to give a Judgment anent 
the Manner wherein the Covenants were then renewed, nor 
n anent the Suitableneſs of calling the Great GOD ſo:- - 
emnly to witneſs the Fidelity of a People unto a Magiſtrate il 
that had zo Being in the World. And as to» that Alteration, 
which Mr. Nairn has particularly in his Eye anent"the preſent 
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Now here he has fai . : IS 21h 
that majus & minus non variant ſpeciem, Degrees of a Thing 


ſent. But what muſt be farther noticed here, is this, That, I 
accommodating the Covenants to our Circumſtances, Mr. Nairn 
is for allowing ſome. Exception and Alteration of the Phraſes © 

44 fairly broke the Ice; for it is a known Maxim, 


alter not the Nature of it. And thus, it is the ſame Thing as 
ro the general Nature of it, which both he and the Presbytery Þ 
here plcad for, viz. The Renewing of the Covenants with A. 
terations ſuited to our Circumſtances; only he is for one Manner 
and Degree of Alteration, and the Presbytery for another: And 
how comes he to have a Right of preſcribing ſo many Alterati- 
ons as he thinks fit, and of crying out, at the ſame Time, a- 
inſt the Presbytery, if they offer to uſe any Freedom of this 
ind? If Mr. Nairn ated conſiſtently with mſelf, in his pre- 
ſent Plea againſt the Presbytery's Accommodation of the Cove», 
nants to our Circumſtances, as if this were no Renewing of them 
at all, then he ſhould have refuſed all Manner of Alteration: 
But, while he doth not ſo, the only - Queſtion here then is, 
Whether he or the Presbytery ſhall determine the Manner and 
Degree of Alteration that muſt be. made? 5 1. . ll 
IV. What Mr. Nairn preſently inſiſts for, is altogether un- 
; precedented in the Church. SG ll 
For manifeſting this, it may be proper, in the firſt place, to 


cake a View of the Practice of the Church of 1/rael in making 


and reneꝛwing Covenants. We have ſeveral Inſtances of Cove- 
nants of Duties betwixt God and that People, wiz. at Horeb, 

_ Exod. Chap. xix, In the Land of Moab, Deut. Chap. xxix.. 
In the Days of Aſa, 2 Chron, Chap. xv. In the Days of Jehoia- 


da, Chap. xxiii. In the Days of Hezekiah, Chap. xxix. In the 
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Days of Joſzah, Chap. xxxiv. In the Days of Ezra, Exr. Chap. xe 
And inthe Days of Nehemiah, Neh. Chap. ix. and x. Now, 
we find not any one Inſtance that 1/rael, in renewing Cove- 
nant, did, at any Time, repeat the Form and Words of a for- 
mer Covenant; yea, tis plain they never did: Though we have 
Inſtances of their acknowledging and mourning over the Breach 
of former Covenants. Let will Mr. Nairn venture to fay, That 
Iſrael never renewed their Covenants? or, That, when they en- 
. zred of neu into a Covenant, they thereby did bury, ſopite and 
deſtroy former Covenants? This indeed is the native Conſequence | 


of Mr. Nairn's Scheme. 
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m2 fiſts for, is altogether unprecedented therein. 
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But, again, let the Practice of the reformed Church of Scop 
land be conſidered, and it will appear that what Mr. Nairn in- 


In the Years 1580 and 1581, the Confeſſion of Faith, or Nas 
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2 Lienal Covenant, was fi} word and ſubletibsd by Perſons 4 
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# N the Preamble unto that Oath. And, 


' Afterwards, in the Year 1638, when, our Reformers renew- 


Bond or Oath, different in Form and Words from any former. 


elves 


All Ranks. This Covenant &. +. inthe Tear 1590: And 
| though :&en nine Years only had clapſed after the ft wearing 
of chat Covenant, yet, for accommodating the ſame to their Cir- 
cumſtances at that Time, a general Bond was added thereunto, 
containing a diſtinct Oath, as to the Form and Words of it. 7 


% 


— 


ed the National Covenant, they .ſaw meet to lay aſide the ge- 4 
vera Bond added thereto, and which had been nationally [worn | 
= > and ſubſcribed Anno 1590. and they framed ,and added a new 


(Which new Bond, as the National Covenant is printed along : 
wich our Confeſſion of Faith, begins in the ſecond aragraph af- 
ter the Specificarion of Acts of Parliament; which Acts : 


were however no Part of the Preamble to the new Bond, far leſs 


any Part of that Oath itſelf.) And the ſaid Bond, as having the 


foreſaid National Covenant prefixed to it, was ſworn and ſub- 
ſcribed by Perſons of all Ranks in the Lear 1638, and afterwards. 


Thus, the National Covenant, as firſt framed and ſworn Anno 
1380, was nos ſeparately ſublcribed Anno 1638, but as prefixed 


unto the foreſaid yew Bond. And why our Reformers did not 
then alſo prefix the Bond that had been ſworn and ſubſerib- 
ed Anno 1590, there is one Reaſon declared in a Proteſtation 


3 that was read and taken at the Croſs of Edinburgh by our Cove- 


nanters, September 22. 1638. And it is thus expreſſed in the 13th 


Walen of the Proteftation, viz. © The general Bond=—=contain-. 


© e&th many Clauſes not fo fitting the preſent Time as that wheres. 


in it was ſubſcribed.“ But the National Covenant, or C 


-— - 


of Faith, did very well ft that Time, wherein ſuch Methods 


were on foot for the Introduction of Popery; tho* the Circum-” 
| flances of that Time did require the new Bond alſo to be added. 


But it is farther ro be obſerved here, that the Nattonat Cove- 


= vr, as it had been ſworn Annis 1580 and 1590, Was n Part 


of the Oath which was ſworn Anno 1638; it was only Part of 


4 


Fl 


. This is evident from the Covenant irſelf. For, beſides that 
the neu Bond is in itſelf a complete Oath, not Pare of an Oath; 


” At is to be farther obſerved, that, in that Part of the Preamble 


Which immediately preceeds the new Bond, the foregoing Na- 


tional Covenant, or Confeſſion of Faith, is called the Confeſſion 
Li ef Faith above written, not above ſworn, or above ſubſcribed. 


Again, in the Cloſe of the Preamble, they call it the fore ſaid Na · 
tional Oath and Subſcription, which the preſent and ſucceeding 


Generations in this Land are bound to keep inviolable: and thus 'T 


prog ſpeak ot it as an Oath that before had been nationally ſworn 


1725 


and ſubſcribed, fo as it ftill continued binding: And they "og . 
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| of the then preſent, and ſucceeding Generations, as bound theres 
by, in the ſame Manner, chat is, that they were both bound b 
ir as a Covenant formerly ſworn and ſubſcribed, and which was 
no brought into the Preamble of the neu Bond. Again, 
2 © 2. Our Reformers conſidered and ſpoke of rhis new Bond, as 
4 Covenant diſtinct from the former Covenant (via. in Form and 
| Words, not in the general Matter and Deſign) and thus they cal- 
led it The late Covenant, Our Covenant, Our Confeſſion of Faith 
and Covenant, &c. For Evidence of this, the Presbytery refers 
io a Paper printed at Aberdeen, Anno 1638, which is entituled, 
#F Anſwers of ſome Brethren of the Miniſtry, to the Replies of the Mi- 
niſiers and Profeſſors of Divinity in Aberdeen, concerning the late 
* Covenant: And, in the Preamble to the firſs Anſwer, when 
ſpeaking of the old National Covenant, and the new Bond, they 1 
call them our late and preceeding Covenants. Moreover, the Press. 
45 þ bytery refers unto the Proteſtation printed Anno 1628, entity» 

„ IIled, © The Proteſtation of the Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen. 
Z © Burrows, Miniſters and Commons, Subſcribers of the Confeſ- 


6d * © fon of Faith and Covenant, larely renewed within the Kingdom 
d. of Scotland; made at the Market. croſs of Edinburgh, the 
D. 


n 


nd of September 1638.” In that Proteſtation there are ſeveral 
0 [i Paſlages to the Purpoſe in hand; the Presbytery ſhall name the 
C- WW following. In the Cloſe of the 6th Preliminary, ſpeaking af the 


th Bond then framed, they call it our late Covenant and Confeſſon, 
nr: I deſcending more ſpecially to the Errors and Novations. of the Time. © 
Again, in the 4th Reaſon of Proteſt, they refuſe to prefer the * 
„general Confeſſion (viz. the former National Covenant) unto this, 
ds which neceſſarily was now made more ſpecial. And, in the 5th. 

„ # Reaſon, they call the National Covenant prefixed to their Bond, 
d. the former Covenant, and their Bond they call our Confeſſion of 

7 Faith and Covenant. Again, the Presbytery refers unto a pus 

L 


blick Paper, printed Anno 1638, which is entituled, Reaſons a+ * 
f f gainſi the Rendring of our ſworn and ſubſcribed Confeſſion of Faiths © 
4 And, in Reaſon 4th, they, ſpeak of that late Confeſſion or Cove- 


c nant, as what was. © according to the laudable Example of our re- 
3. ' © ligtous Progenttors, who, by the LIKE OaTH(wvis. the former 
| F | "_ . ” : # 
e Confeſſion and Covenant) have obliged us to the Subſtance and 
oy © Tenor of TRI (( * 1 


* 


But, not to multiply Inſtances, from what has been ſaid it aps | 
pears, that the Bond which was framed Anno 1638, was, in its 
Form and Words, a new-and diſtinct Confeſſion of Faith and Cove 
nant, and a ſeparate Oath, whereof the former Confeflion and 
Covenant was nota Part, but a Part of the Preamble thereunto. 
And this Manner wherein our Reformers, Anno 1638, renews 
ed the former Coyenanr, accommodating it to their Circumſtan- 
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ces, is an exact Precedent tor the Manner of renewing the Coye- 
nants, which thePresbytery have in View, as ſhall be farther no- 
ticed. But what Precedent is there here for that Repetition of the 
old Form and Words, which Nr. Nairn inſiſts for? even none at all, 


but the contrar x |  { ( 
It is farther to be obſerved, that, when the Solemn League For 
and Covenant was renewed, Anno 1648, as this was bur five | the 
Tears after it was fr/# [worn and ſubſcribed in Scotland; ſo there ¶ ſuit 
had not been any ſuch Change of their Circumſtances in that ( 
ſhort Time, as either required or admitted a laying aſide tlie the 

* firſt Form of the Solemn Leagu: and Covenant; yet, for hitting Pe 
what was new in their Circumſtances, they renewed the ſame |F Na 
with a ſolemn Acknowledgment of Sins, and Engagement to Du- N ( 
ties, which was framed at that Time. And thus, ſtill, Mr. © 
Nairn has no Precedent for his Way. | |! So 
Furthermore, as hath been formerly noticed, Mr. Nairn pro- . 
poſes the Renovation of the Covenants at Auchinſhaugh near ©* 
Douglas, July 24th 1712, as a Precedent to walk by: But even © 
here he wants a proper Precedent for his preſent Scheme. Mr. <= 
Nairn ſpeaks not of following any thing zew in that Example, . 
farther than in an Exception of ſome Particulars where there muſt * 
be an Alteration of the Phraſe; and that can only reſpect the „ 
Notes on the Margin of the printed Copy of the Covenants as o 
then renewed, But, moreover, when the Covenants were re- by 
newed at zhat Time, there was framed a new Acknowledgment * 
of Sins, and Engagement to Duties, conſiſting now of about i M 


Sheets of Paper in ſmall Print; and the Covenants were be 
worn and ſubſcribed, expreſly conform to the Explication an 

Application thereof, in the ſaid Acknowledgment of us and En. 
 gagement to Duties. And thus Mr. Nairn has no Precedent here, 


7 


that will carry him out in his preſent Scheme. 


7 


But, the Pre, bytery proceeds to manifeſt, 3th i 
V. Thatthe Form and Manner propoſed by them, which Mr. 
| Nairn ſo heavily condemns, is 3 a Renewing of our ſolemn 
- Covenants, according to the Example of our Reformers. 
1. The Manner which they propoſe is really Renewing of our 
ſolemn Covenants. Mr. Nairn indeed makes uſe of a popular c- 
nough Argument, when he cries out againſt the Presbytery as 
i Ä and impoſing upon the People in this Mater. In the Rea- 
ſon of Diſſent and Seceſſion, now under Gbnlideration, he ad- 
mits of nothing to be a renewing our Covenants, bur what con- 
ſiſts in repeating or ſaying over again the ancient Form and Words 
thereof: But this indeed is what the Presbytery never propoſed, 
What they never had a View of putting upon the People. How- 
ever, the Manner of renewing the Covenants, Which is =p 
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ſed in their Overture thereanent, is really, and without any the 


r no- | fc 
bf the leaſt Diſimulation, a Renewing of theſe Covenants, as appears |} 
at all, from the following Conſiderations. "445 


(..) The Presbytery has not the leaſt Objection againſt the old 
Form of our Covenants, as very ſuitable unto the Time wherein 


eague | 
they were framed, they only plead for Alterations of the Form, 


t fi Ve 9 . 
there | ſuitable unto our preſent Circumſtances. _ 
that (.) Once and again, in the Confeſſion of Sins, and Preamble to 


> the the Bond, and alſo in the Bond itſelf, they expreſſy acknowledge, 
tting profeſs and declare the perpetual Obligation of our Covenants, 
ſame National and Solemn dr aa ; >, f 9 
Da-. (3.) The Sins mentioned are acknowledged, not only as Breach-- 
Mr, es of the holy Law of God, but expreſly as Breaches alſo of our 
2 Solemn Covenants. Again, this i” 12 

pro- Ihe Duties mentioned are engaged to, not only as binding by 
near the Law of God, but expreſiy as binding alſo by the foreſaid Co- 


venants. Thus the Title which the Presbytery gives unto the 


Mr. Conſeſſion and Bond is, A ſolemn Acknowledgment of the pu- 
ple, J © blick Sins, and Breaches of the ſame (viz. of our Covenants) - 
nuſt i © and a ſolemn Engagement unto the Duties contained in them. 
the _ (4) The Covenants zhemſelves, in their ancient Form and 
s as Language, are prefixed to the new Bond, as Part of the Preamble 
re. MW fhereunto. 8 8 | hy 
zone Now, here is a plain and expreſs Renovation of the whole 
"fix WW Hatter and Meaning of our Covenants, in an Accommodation 
he to our Circumſtances. And, as our Covenants are to be con- 


| ſidered as an Obligation, ſo an Obligation cleaves properly to the 
Matter and Meaning, not to the bare Words: Thus, what the 
Presbytery propoſes is juſt, in Words ſuited to our Circumſtan - 
ces, a ſolemn avouching, not only an Obligation which the Law 
of God lays upon us, but an Obligation laid on us alſo by our 
. Covenants: And this done in an Oath, in Words to the ſame 
. Purpoſe, ſuited to our Circumſtances, is properly a Renewing 
of our Covenants: How then could Mr. Nairn venture to ſay,” Þ 
That this could, in no Senſe, be called a Renewing of them? 
What more could he have ſaid, though the Presbyrery had 
framed a Confeſſion and Bond, bearing no Relation to, or Men- 
tion of our Covenants; and though they were acknowledging 
Sins, not as Breaghes of Covenant, and engaging to Duties, not 
as already bindingby Covenant? But the Cafe is quite otherways. 
4. Ando here there is propor a plain Renovation of our Cove. | 
1. nants, in every imaginable Senſe, excepting that of confining our- 
{elves to a repeating by Oath the Form and Words, the Letters 


v. lelves | | 
. and Sounds, wherein our Covenants were expreſſed an hundred 
d = 7*4rs ago, da chis is what the Presbytery have ee | 
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feſted to be unreaſonable, abſurd, impracticable, unprecedented, 


# 


and ſo utterly inconſiſtent with a Renovation of the Covenants a- (: 
greeably to our preſent Circumſtances, as herein allo Mr. Nairn mer 

is inconſiſtent with Himſelf. Again, _ aur 

2. This Manner of rene wing the Covenants, which the Presby- of t! 
tery propoſes, is according to the Example of our Reformers. For, 159 

As the Aſſembly, Anno 1648, appointed the Renovation of witl 

the Solemn League, with a new Acknowledgment of Sins, and En» | ſuch 
gagement to Duties; this is juſt what the Pre>bytery propoſes. | Pro! 
Again, as our Reformers, Anno 1638, renewed the National Rea 
Covenant, by framing a neu Bond, engaging to covenanted Du- |'& hanc 
ties, and ſwearing this Bond as having the former National Co- the 
venant prefixed to it; ſo this is juſt what the Presbytery propoſes. eat 
Moreover, for manifeſting yet farther the exact Agreement be- plea 
twixt this Method of renewing the Covenants, and the Practice nece 
of our Reformers at that Time, : Yo t hei 
(I.) The Presbytery refers unto a Paper printed at Aberdeen, |þ forn 
Anno 1638, entituled, General Demands concerning the late Co» Arti 
dDenant, &c. and unto another Paper, printed at Aberdeen the Co 
ſame Year, entituled, Anſwers, &c. to the Replies of the Miniſters ther 
and Profeſſors of Divinity in Aberdeen, concerning the late Cove - of t 
nannt. There we find the Miniſters and Profeſſors of Divinity Ie W 
in Aberdeen, obſecting againſt the late Covenant, or the new Bond, © lil 
that had been ſworn; particularly, That ir was ſubſtantially dif- ar 
ferent from that which was ſubſcribed by the King and his Sub-. pl 

j jects, Annis 1580 and 1581. And, in the Anſwer to the firſ# c rü 
Demand, it is replied, That the ſound Interpretation and Appli- to 
| cation thereof to the Errors of our Times, can make no ſubſlauti- |< th 
al Change. Again, in Anſwer to the ff Reply, it is obſerved, © up 
That a ſound lwierpretatiion of the Couanant, althoughproceeding „ de 
rom a private Perſon, and altogether void of external Authority, © fr 
gannot make a ſubſtantial Difference, Thus we ge, our Refor- c th 
mers did not plead. that the Covenant, as renewed by them Anj- ve 
0 1638, was the [ame with the former Covenant in Form and nen 
Words, but that it was ſubſtantially the ſame; which is juſt what the: 
the Presbytery pleads, in the preſent Caſe. ff ' f. 
.) The Presbyrery refers unto a publick Paper formerly ci- © ar 
ted, entituled, Reaſons againſt the Rendring of dur [worn and © is 

W ſubſcribed Confeſſion of Faith. The King preſſed the.Covenanr- © a 
ers to render, or give up the Covenant or vew, Band they bad tl 
worn; and in the 4th Reaſon for not rendring It, they obſerve, © di 
(as above cited) that our religious Progenitors, by the like: Oath, 
[| hawe-obliged us to the SUBSTANCE and TENOR, of this. "And Eis 
fo. the Bond framed by the Presbytery is propoſed to be ſworn, wit 
a5 that unto the SUBSTANCE and TEN & Mheteof our reli- An 
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gious Progenitors have obliged us by a like Oaũ . 
3. The Presbytery refers unto the publick Poteſtation for-. 
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merly cited. The King, by a Proclamation, Anno 1638. re- 


quired the Covenant to be renewed by all Ranks, in a Repetition 


of the ſame Form and Words wherein it had been renewed Anno 


1590. Thus, we ſee that the Debate the Presbytery now has 
with Mr. Nairn, is not altogether new: Our Reformers had 
ſuch another Debate with the King, when he made the above 
Z Proclamation : But they proteſted againſt the ſame; and, in the 
® Reaſons of Proteſt, they expreſs ſeveral Things to the Caſe in- 
hand. Some Pallages in that. Prozeſtation, that caſt Light upon 
the preſent Caſe, have been already cited, and {ſhall not be re- 
* peazed. It may be obſerved farther, that our Reformers there 
& plead that the Bond newly framed and {worn by them, was a 
E neceſſary Explication and Application of the former Covenant to 
their Circumſtances, that it was ſubſtantially the ſame with the 
former, and but a Renovatien of the former. Thus, in the 57h 


Article of Proteſt, comparing their neu Bond with the former 


© like Uſe hath Confeſſions of Faith in the Kirk, to diſterminate 


© ruptions, are not unlike ridding of Marches: And, therefore, 
to content ourſelves with the general, and to return to it, from 


© the particular Application of the Confeſſion, neceſſarily made, 


upon the Invaſion, or creeping-in of Errors within the Bor- 
ders of the Kirk, if it be not a removing of the March-ſtone 


© from the own Place, it is, atleaſt, the hiding of the March in 


© the Ground, that it be not ſeen, which, at this Time, were 


— ; = 


— 


Covenant, they call it the neceſſary Explanation and Application 
thereof already ſworn by us. Again, in Reaſon 6th, ſpeaking 
of their laze Confeſſion of Faith or Covenant, they thus proceed, 
What is the Uſe of March ſtones upon Borders of Lands, the 


c and divide betwixt Truth and Error; and the renewing and ap· 
© plyzng of Confeſſions of Faith to the preſent Errors and Cor- 


© very unreaſonable. Moreover, in Reaſon 11th, ſpeaking a- 


nent the Sameneſs of the former National Covenant, and the 


then Bond, renewing the ſame, they plead that there is. © 20: /#6- 
© ftantial Difference between that which we have ſubſcribed, 
© and the Corfefſign ſubſcribed in the Year 1580, more than there 


is between that which. is hid, and that which is revealed, 
a March; ſtone hid in the Ground and uncovered, between 
the Hand cleſed and open, between a Sword ſveathed and 


© drawn, &c.“ 


Thus, we find the Plea our Reformers managed againſt the 


King, in defending their late Covenant as ſubſtantially the ſame 


with, and ſo,},a neceſſary Manner of renewing: the former: 
And it is, in ſo far, juſt ſuch another Plea which the Prezhycery: 
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now have with Mr. Nairn. And it is remarkable, thar, when | 
our Reformers renewed the National Covenant, by framing and 
ſwearing a new Bond different in Form and Words from the for- 


mer, they actually conſidered this as a Precedent to be followed 


buy Peſterity in the Manner of renewing the Covenant: For, in 
the 5th Reaſon of Proteſt, they refuſe to ſatisfy themſelves with |% 


the old Form and Words of the Covenant, and ſo to lay aſide the 
new Form and Words whereinto they had put it, © becauſe this 
© would (ſay they) precondemn alſo the like laudable Courſe in 
© the like Neceſlity, to be taken by the Poſterity.? x 
After all then, can there be any thing plainer, than that the 
Method of renewing the Covenants which the Presbytery propo- 
tes, is really a Renewing of them, without Diſſimulation, and 
that it is exactly agreeable to the Example of our Reformers; 


| * yea, juſt ſuch a Method as they expected Poſterity was to take? 


And now it has been ſufficiently manifeſted, that the Method 


| _ Which Mr. Nairn propoſes, is very unreaſonable, quite abſurd 


and impracticable; that therein he is inconſiſtent with himſelf; 


tthat it is altogether anprecedented in the Church; and, finally, 
that the Method propoſed by the Presbytery is really a Renewing | 
of our ſolemn Covenants, according to the Example of our Re- 
Fo formers. Thus, all the Reaſon of Diſſent and Seceſſion which 
Mr. Nairn here brings in, as to the Form and Manner of re- 


newing the Covenants, is quite unreaſonable and null; and all 
the Noiſe he raiſes againſt the Presbyter), in this Matter, is Whol- 
: Ws a 


i 


It is now Time to proceed, CANS 
2dly, To conſider Mr. Nairn's Diſagreement with the Reno- 


vation of the Covenants propoſed by the Presbytery, as to the 


Matter thereof: And this is expreſſed in the Cloſe of the Rea- 


ſon of Diſſent and Seceſſion now under Conſideration; where he 


complains, that a {wearing to endeavour the Extirpation of Po- 


pery and Prelacy, is altoget her omitted in. this preſent Oath or Co- 


venant. 5 

This is a very fruange Paſſage, which can ſignify nothing, if 
it bear not a ridiculous Inſinuaſion, as if the Presbytery had a fe- 
cret Favour for Popery and Prelacy, ſo as to drop an Engage- 
ment againſt the fame; than which there cannot be a more 
groundleſs and invidious Alledgeance. For the Bond, as it ſtood 


at the Time of Mr. Nairz's Seceſſun, did expreſly reduplicate 
upon the preceeding Confeſſion of Sins, abjuring Popery and Pre- 


lacy, as there confeſſed. But, moreover, it muſt be remembred, 


that, when Mr. Nairn ſeceded, the Bond was fill under the 
i Conſideration of the Presbytery; and, as the World may ſee, 
3% there is an expreſs Abjuraticn of, and Engagement againſt hoot] | 
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and nough known that that Word has been, of late Years, abuſed 
for- to .a. ſanguinary Senſe, for propagating 1 ces by. offenſe 
ved Arms, quite contrary to the Mind of our Reformers; nor are 
„ind ve ſo ſituate as our Reformers, in having the Concurrence of Ci- 


vll Powers for managing neceſſary and lawful Proceſs againſt 


the * Malignanrs; and therefore it is neceſſary that the Presbyterx 
this make Uſe of Words, in this Caſe, expreſſing the ſame Matter, 
ein in a Way oppoſite to preſent Errors, and agreeable to our preſent 

{ Circumſtances. N 0 f | k 
the And now it appears that the Clamour which Mr. Nairn here 
8 x makes, and his whole firſ# Reaſon of Diſſent and Seceſſion, are 
_y fi moſt «unreaſonable. „ | jp 
AH REASON IL 
1d | > fe 8 67h 
urd | © [nthe next Place, As to the Civil Part of the above Cove- - 
f; If © venants, tis altogether omitted; and that ſeems to be indu- 


ly, < firiouſly done, becauſe of the Inconſiſtency of that we are 
ing '< ſworn to by the Covenants, with the acknowledging the pre- 
Re- 1 © ſent Government, which is not upon the Footing of our an- 


ich * cient and covenanted Conſtitution. By the Covenants we are 
re- W © ſworn to preſerve the Rights and Privileges of the Parlia- 
all © ments; and to preſerve and defend the King's Majeſty's Per- 
10l- « ſon and Authority, in the Preſervation and Defence of the 


% 
. 


< true Religion. Now, our Kings were, by the Law and their 


| © Coronation Oath, bound to maintain the true Religion of 
no- <© Chriſt, to aboliſh all falſe Religions, to the Reformation of 


the © Religion in England and Treland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Dil- 
ea- ©-cipline and Government, according to the Word of God; to 
he W © cxtirpate Popery, Prelacy, ec. But, according to our pre- 
Po- © ſent Conſtitution by the Union, the Doctrine and Govern- 
Co- ment of the Church of England is to take Place in it; and 

© the King, at his Coronation, is bound, and does ſwear to 
„if maintain the ſame inviolably. EA 
ſe ©. And therefore tis inconſiſtent with our Covenants, that Wwe 


© we ſhould acknowledge a King that's ſworn not to obſerve 
dur Covenants, by reforming England, and extirpating Pre- 


ctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, as eſtabliſhed 
Dat the Time of the Union in England and Ireland. 
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© ſhould be obliged to preſerve the Privileges of the preſenc Par- 
_ © lament, that ſtands upon the Fooring of the Union, and that 


and Prelacy, in that Bond, as it preſently ſtands. As for the 
Presbytery's not uſing there the Word ¶Extirpation] it is well e 
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* 3 


_ © lacy there: But; on the contrary, to maintain and preſerve , 
_ © inviolably the Settlement of the Church of England's Do- 
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In this ſecond Reaſon ot Diſſent and Seceſſion, Mr. Nairn is 
Hill ſtriking out againſt the Presbytery's Accommodation of the We 
Covenants-to our preſent Situation: And here, indeed, he runs . 
headlong into ſurprizing Self- contradiftions. for, | 
1ſt, He complains, that, as zo the Civil Part of the above 
Covenants, "ts altoget her omitted. Now, what can Mr. Nairn ||* 
mean by this Complaint? One would think, from theſe Words, 
that he wete condemning the Presbytery, for not applying the 
Civil Part of our Covenants to the preſent King and Govern- 
ment. But this cannot be his Meaning, becauſe himſelf is con- 
rending againſt the Lawfulneſs of ſuch an Application. Well 
then, Mr. Nairn grants, that the Covenants are to be ſworn 
with Application to our preſent Circumſtances, (as indeed. o- 
ther wife they could not become our Oath) but he is utterly a- 
gainſt applying the Civil Part of the Covenants to our preſent 
Circumſtances,” that is, the underſtanding it of the preſent King 
and: Government: Thus, a chief Thing he is now contending 


for, all along, is to drop and explode any preſeut Meaning of pre 
the Civil Part; he's for ſwearing the Civil Part, only as decla» [3 w!l 
ring and avouching his Principles and Duty with reſpe& to | 
ſome Magiſtrate that may afterwards (and perhaps never) be. boo 
Bur this is only a prophetical Meaning he gives to the Words, ou 
which is inconfiftint with the Tenor of the Words, and with the Ge 
Nature of the Oath. It is ſoon enough to avouch one's Prin- con 
ciples and Duty anent a Magiſtrate, when once that Magiſtrate the 
has a Being in the World: No Body can have God's Call to do cos 
ſo ſooner, for God never calls to any Duty, till he gives Oc- N. 
Fcaſion for the Diſcharge of it, that is, till it be an actual Duty. gr. 
Now when, after all, Mr. Nairn finds Fault with omitting the an 
Civil Part, in rene wing our Covenants, the Senſe cannot be, im 
that he condemns the leaving out any preſent Meaning of the 


| Civil Part, (for this is the ſame Thing he himſelf contends for) 
burt the Senſe muſt be, That he condemns the not retaining and 
repeating the bare Words of the Civil Part, as ftript of any pre- 
ſent Meaning or Senſe at all. Thus, he's for exploding the 
Meaning, and extolling the Words; and he diſſents and le 
from the Presbyrery, becauſe they will not do ſo too: A ſongular 
Step indeed! Common Senſe tells, that Words are of no Conſe- 
- quence at all, without ſome preſent Senſe : And if Mr. Nairn act- 
ed conſiſtently, when he's for omitting the Meaning of the Civil 
Part, he would be for omitting the Words too: But while he is 
adus for the Words, and againſt their Mea tld 
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judge, if any Zeal can 0 more blind, abſurd and ridicalout} 
The plain Caſe is, The Covenants were entred into and fe- 
„ is quently renewed by the Interpoſition of the Civil Authority as. 
the ' well as the Eccleſiaftick: Bur, as there is no Interpoſition at pre- 
uns ſent of Civil Authority, in theRenewing of the Covenants; ſo 
the Presbytery reckon it improper for them to meddle in theſe 
Natters thar are of a Civil Nature; and therefore, they could do 
nothing this Way in their Accommodation of the Covenants to 
the preſent Time, Bur, enrol et on 
* -24ly, While Mi Nairn complains of the Presbytery tor omit - 
ting the Civil Part of our Covenants; he produces a very ſtrange 
® Reaſon for their doing fo. I ſeems (ſays he) 70 be 27 | 
done; that is, deſignedly, and for ſome peculiar Reaſon which 
the Presbytery muſt have in their Eye. Their Reaſon, as he alledges, 
is this, © Becauſe of the Inconſiſtency of that we are ſworn to by 
Z © the Covenants, with the acknowledging the preſent Govern» 
= © ment,” Now, WH ( 
* I. This ſays, That the Presbytery are convinced of ani Intoys 
ſiſtency betwixt our Covenant-Oaths, and an acknowledging the 
* preſent Government; which is an invidious Infinuation, and 
What Mr. Nairn knows very well to be falſe. But, 

2, His Language here can fignify nothing tefs, than that be 
looks upon the Presbytery as granting an luconſiſtency betwixe 
our Covenant · Obligations, and an acknowledging tlie preſent 
Government: But is not the Presbytery's denying any ſuch In- 
conſiſtency, a Thing for which he is, all along, crying out againſt 
them? Can the Presbytery be of both theſe Principles? Can he 
conſiſt with himſelf in charging them with both? Again, if Mr. 
Nairn thinks, what his Wir s here mean, that the Presbyrery. 
grant an Inconſiſtency betwixt our Covenant · Obligations, and 
an acknowledging the preſent Government; why then does he 

immediately after proceed to argue for per/wading them of this 
Inconſiſteney ? | a | Ke 


© Unto the Cloſe of the fr ft Paragraph of this ſecond Keaſon of | 


Diſſent, exc. Mr. Nairn goes on to prove, that the preſent Go- 
vernment is not upon the Footing of our ancient and covenantes | 
Conſtitution. If he ſpeaks to the Purpoſe here, he means the 
| © covenanted Deed of Conſtitution, in reforming Periods. And 
ſo, all that he advances" for proving what is (ok aflerted, the 
Presbytery grants to be true; whence he needed not ſpend many 


* 
* . 


le proceeds next to infer, That it is inconſiſteni with our Co- 
vVenants to ſupport and acknowledge the King and Parliament ii 
Heir preſen; Condition. This is juſt the ſame with what heal 
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ed es in his former e which La been already anſwered ; 
| Sy it is what he needed not to argue upon, if it be true, as he WM 
before alledges, that the Presbyzery are already convinced of the 
faid Incorfijiency. However, he doth not here ſpeak unto the? 
"Queſtion betwixt the Presbytery and him, if he means any other | 7 
. of the Privileges of Parliament, or any other Ac- | 
xnowledgment of the King, than what belongs unto the Prin 
8iple which the Presbytery maintains, viz. That we ought to ac 
knowledge the preſent Civil Authority over theſe Nations, and to 
| ee thereunto, in lawful Commands. This is a 
rinciple that reſpects only theſe Things Which are lawful in the 
reſent Government: And it is very invidious to inſinuate, as if 
It did any way countenance the Corruptions of the preſent King 
and Parliament, with reference to the Union, and the Settlement 
of the Engliſh Church; all which the Presbytery, as well as Mr. | 
+. "Nairn, acknowledge to be Corruptions that ſhould be teſtified | 
g gainſt. What manner of Sibneſs has the Presbytery's Principle 
anent lawful Things, with an Acknowledgment of what they 
"confeſs unlawful? Are not Things lawful and unlawful, altos | 
gether diſtinct from, and quite oppoſite to one another? As hath |* 
deen ſhewn in the Concluſion of the Anſwers unto the former 
Diffent, all that Mr. Nairn advances of Things unlawful in the 
pPreſent Government, does indeed ſay, That we ought to teſtiſy 
| againſt cheſe, but it does not, in the remoteſt Manner, militate - * 
© - againſtthe Presbytery's Principle reſpecting what is ſtill lauful: 7 
And fo he hitherto attacks their Principle only by bare Aſſertion, fi 
which can be no Reaſon of Diſſent or Seceſſion. Ap 
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What comes next to be adverted unto, is the Concluſron that WU |, 
Mr. Nairn gives, unto the Paper now under Conſideration; and W d 
It is as follows. | | | tl 


. © It is plain, therefoxe, that the preſent Covenant, propoſed WM 1 
© to be taken, is not the ſame with our former Covenants; and 
therefore the taking it, is not a Rene wing of theſe Covenants, / 
but a burying, ſopiting and deſtroying them, by ſubſtituting A 
another in their Place, whereby honeſt People may be impo- | 
© ſedon, in a Matter that is 3 whereas the greateſt Since- 
"© rity and Singleneſs of Heart oꝛight to be obſerved. N 
© Upon the whole, as it appears from the above: mentioned 
Teſtimony by the Presbytery, and their approven Overture in 
. © Corroboration of the ſame, and from the Form of taking and 
+ renewing the Covenants agreed to by the Presbytery, that they 
have not ſincerely at Heart to adhere to our Covenanted Work 
b of Reformation, ſworn to by our ſaid National and Solemn 
2 Covenants, in their true, genuine and full Senſe; I do, there- 
\ f 


© fore, hereby not only diſſent from cheſe Reſolutions, or Acts of i 
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the Presbytery, but I do further appeal from them, to the rk 
e free and faithful judicatory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and! 
hereby ſecede from the ſaid Presbytery, and hereupon I take 


TA 
ꝛ Inſtruments. N 2 
K (ic ſubſcribitur) Ta6, Nairn. 
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„all the Objections that Mr. Nairn hath offered againſt the 

Prin- Form and Matter of that Bond, whereby the Presbytery propoſe @ 
%%%, to renew our Covenants, have been fully anſwered already; and, 
nd to IN therein, it hath been ſufficiently manifeſted, that what the * 


4 Presbytery propoſe is really a Renovation of our ſolemn Cove 
nants, according to the laudable Example of our reforming An- 
| ceſtors. Wheretore it appears, that all Mr. Nairn's Outer, as to 
King their being any way chargeable, in this Matter, with burying 


773 ſopiting, and deſtroying the ſame, with ſubſtituting another in 
| their Place, or with Inpoſition upon the People in a Matter ſa- 
lied cred, is, at beſt, but an unreaſonable and groundleſs Calumny. 

ciple I The Presbytery need not be at all moved or diſcouraged b) 
they BY the Charge that Mr. Nairn lays againſt them, of Hypocriſy, and 
alto- „ from our Reformation and Covenants: They 


ho ac. Iles. << 


have Reaſon to rejoice in being counted worthy to ſuffer ſuch as | 
G 1 4 in vidious Reproach; which, in the Event, can prove an intoler- 7 


the able Burden only unto its Author. | i 1 
/ify ̃ It hath now been clearly manifeſted, that any Thing, or a!“ 
"al BY Mr. Nairn hath advanced, cannot amount unto the ſmalleſt Res- 


fut : ſon of Diſſent, far leſs of the Appeal which he makes, zo the fi 
ut, Free and faithful Judicatory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without 
telling in what Region of the Earth he expects ſuch a Judicatory 
| to ariſe. However, upon the unreaſonable Grounds he has laid 
and down, he goes frankly on to the weighty Step of ſeceding froms, | 
this Presbytery: a Step which he may aftcrwards get mor 
led W Teiſure and Occaſion to weigh. = TY N 
and For concluding the Anſwers unto Mr. Nairn's Paper of Seceſ= 
: foon, it may be proper to look back, and give a brief View | 
ing of the Progreſs which therein hath been already made. , - 
4 The Reaſons of Diſſent and Seceſſion, which he hath adyan- © 
ced, are reduceable to theſe four Heads. | 
I. He argues, that the Form and Manner of renewing the 
F Covenants, which the Presbytery propoſes, is not a Renewing, 
of them, cc. 5 | "12 


But, in (Anſwer hereunto, it hath been proven, that the Me. 
- thod of renewing the Covenants, which Mr. Nairn inſiſts for 
in Oppoſition to the Presbytery, is very unreaſonable; quite 
abſurd and imprafficable; altogether unprecedented : That, theres, 
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"Method, propoſed by the Presbytery, is really a Renewng of 0 
| our ſoleinn Coyenants according to the laudable Example of whic 
eur Reformer, 2 een 
2. He aſſerts. That a ſwearing to endeavour the Extirpation Prov 


of Popery and. Prelacy, is altogether omitted in the Presbytery's cutio 
Bond. Bur this hath. been proven altogether a Miſtake, , _ of © 
3. He afferts, That the civil Part of the Covenants is altoge- |\MF yils 
ther omitted. But this hath been already /uffciently anſwered. |Efrom 
Moreover, tho” theſe three foregoing Points (which reſpect ent c 
the Renovation of the Covenants) had been all true; yet it ſeems ¶ hath 
uncommonly raſh for Mr. Nairn to diſſent, fat more to ſecede |W lifte: 
upon theſe Grounds, ip regard the Presbytery's Propoſal, about | 
renewing the Covenants, had never yet become a finiſhed Deed, 
bur was fell lying open, and under Conſideration. 
4. The only Thing farther that he adduces as Ground of 
Diſſent and Seceſſion (beſides the groundleſs Reproaches already 
noticed) is, the Presbytery's Principle anent the preſent Civil 
F Government. His Oyboſition to this Principle is what he hath 
not produced one Reaſon for, but has, all along, attack'd the 
fime only by bare Aſſertions; which can be no Reaſon for the 
Courſe he has taken. And therefore, notwithſtanding a!l he 
has advanced for the Support thereof, that both his Diſſents, and 
hig Seceſſion, are altogether groundleſs and unreaſonable, doth 
= fully appear from what hath been already ſaid. 2 
However, for illuſtrating the Truth, for the Information of 
EF thoſe who are prejudiced, and for the Eſtabliſument of others; the 
Presbytery reſolve to enter yet more particularly into the Que · 
ion, berwixt Mr. Nairn and them, about the Civil Governments. 
FPbere they will have Occaſfon to deal wich him in an offenſive 
Way, as they have already fniſh'd their Defence againſt him: 
And all this ſhall be done in the following eo pero 


DECLARATION and DEFENCE of 
W7Zbe ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERY'S Principles anent 


be preſent Civil Government. 


Td Y the indiſpenſible Call, the tender Mercy, and the holy 
"ji Providence of God, this Presbytery have been, and are gra- 
& dually led out, in diſplaying the Banner of a Teſtimony for. the 
& glorious Reformation ance attaincd to in theſe Lands, according 
do the Word of God, and our Solemn Covenants; as alſo, againſt _ 
De Defeftions made therefrom, and the Tnjuries done thereuato, F 
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of . Some Tears ago they emitted a judicial AF and Tefimony, 


ed, Matter foreſaid. i STS 
9 4 2 A? Yo: | | | a 1 22 Te BP 
hut, at is Time, the Presbytery have a particular Call of 


of | Providence, to bear witneſs more eſpecially unto our ancient Ci: 
dy vil Reformation; and not only againſt manifold Defections from, 
vil and Attacks upon the ſame, bur alſo againſt ſomegroſs and dan- 
th I gerous Miſtakes that have been lately propagated thereanent. 


1e here was a Paragraph once inſerted into the Overture anent 
ie PF renewing the Covenants, and afterwards tranſlated into a ſepa- 


nc” FR rate Act, which condemns, particularly, the dangerous Ex- . : 
d zreme that ſome have gone into, of impugning the preſent Civil | 


th Authority over theſe Nations, and Subjection thereunto in 
© lawful Commands, on account of the Want of theſe Qualifica- 
f tions Magiſtrates ought to have, by the Word of God and our 
F Covenantsz even although they allow us in the free Exerciſe 
© of our Religion, and are not manifeſtly unhinging the Liber- 
© ties of the Kingdom.“ For ſupporting the Condemnation bf =; 
this Extreme, the Presbytery were very far from being under a2 
ny Neceſſity to extenuare the Corruptions of the preſent Civil } 
Government, of what ſort /o er, particularly, as to any Want 
of Qualifications, neceſſary by the Word of God and our Co- 
venants, wherewith the Magiſtrate is jaſtly chargeable: Nor did 
the Presbytery reckon it warrantable for them to be ſilent, on 
that Occaſion, anent theſe Matters, as the being ſo, in ſuch a 
Caſe, might have tended to harden a wicked Generation, and 
to bewilder a witneſſing Remnant. Accordingly, in the ff 
Clauſe of the foreſaid Paragraph and Act, the Presbytery lay 
gown as Ground of Humiliation before the Lord, © the Natio- 
© al Apoſtacy, under which the Lord's Remnant through the 
© Land have been groaning, while our Rulers have not only 1 
& glected, but contr adlicted their Duty, of eſpouſing and ſupporting 
< the covenanted Principles of this Church, whereby they have 
+. greatly proyoked the Lord to Anger. 3 
And zow, while the Presbytery ate led out to lea + in 
1 1 | YOUrs 
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yours of their condemning the above-mentioned dangerous Ex: 
- zreme, and for vindicating the Principle they maintain in Oppoſe. MW 
tion thereunto; they ſtill, upon the foreſaid Grounds, reckon it 
unwarrantable for them, to drop the conjunct᷑ and previous Con- © 
fideration of the National Healey, and the Corruption of out 

Ralers; and they conceive, that, for the Conviction of an apo 
Mate Generation, and for the Direction of the Lord's People in 


es 
4 . " 
3 


witneſſing Work, it is neceſſary, on this Occaſion, to begin with 
enlarging upon that Subject, particularly, by oppoſing our an- 
cient Civil Reformation to our preſent Civil Deformation. And, 


I. As it was once a peculiar Duty of the Jew: Nation, ſo it þ 


| bs peculiarly incumbent upon every Civil State, whereinto Chri- 
ſtianity is introduced, to ſtudy and bring to paſs, that Civil Go- 
vernment among them, in all the Appurtenances of its Conſtitu- 


and to the Intereſts of the true Religion and Reformation of the 


Concerns, nor be enriched by the Bleſſings of the Goſpel. 


This Duty, ſo incumbent upon the Civil Stare, doth general | 


ly fall under theſe zwo Heads: Firſt, The whole People, adjoin- 


ing themſelves to the true Church, ſhould approve themſelves to bh 


be true Members thereof, by ſerious, ſeveral, and mutual En- 
deavours to promote the true Religion and Reformation of the 
Church, privateiy, publickly, and univerſally, in their ſeveral 
Places and Callings. Secondly, This People, conſidered in their 
conjuntt and politick Capacity (as thus only the Matter is compe- 
tent unto them) ſhould, by their Deed of Civil Conſtitution, pro- 
vide, that their Magiſtrates be obliged to concur in the ſame true 
Religion and Reformation, and to rule them by Laws no way 
Pre judicial, but ſerviceable thereunto; as, mereover, they ought 
to obey, encourage, and ſupport their Magiſtrates in that Way, 
and effectually to endeavour their Information and Reformation, 
- Where deficient or corrupt. D 
Our Anceſtors, upon the Reformation from Popery, were en- 
abled into great Faithfulneſs in the Diſcharge of this Duty. The 
true Religion, purged from the erroneous, idolatrous, and fu- 
perſtitious Abominations of Popery, was, by the Bleſſing of 
God, embraced and profefled by all Ranks, who were alſo en- 
gaged in a general and progreſſive Courſe of Reformation fores 
ſaid. Agreeably unto all this, the Deed of Civil Conſtitution 
was ſet upon a reformed Footing by AQ VIII. Parl. 1. James 
PI. while, therein, . 


* 


' © Becauſe that the Increaſe of Vertew, and ſuppreſſing of J. 
ane per- 
C firs f 


© dolatry, craues, that the Prince and the People be of 
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#ion and Adminiſtration, run in an Agreeableneſs to the Word of | ; 


L . 


God, be ſubſer vient unto the ſpiritual Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt, | 
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Church, as othcrwiſe they cannot truly proſper in their Civil | 


# . 

3 

I 
$ 


1 
by $ 


N 
» Þ 
: 


„„ „ „ „„ „ „ „„ „„ ARA 


. wo... + 


N. 1 . 
"A K 8. 


— 


* 


* 
1 * 
_— 
== 


— e391 a6 9_ 


* x 4 * 


Ex. 


| '® ffte Reli joun, uhilk of God's Mercie is now prelentely pro- I 1 
, poſe e feſſed kin Ane Realme: THEIRFORE it is ſtatute and 
Com ordained, be our Soveraine Lord, my Lord Regent, and three 


fęEſtaites of this preſent Parliament, that all Kinges and Princes, 
k or Magiſtrates whatſoever, halding their Place, quhilkis here- 


ie 1 after, in ony Time, fall happen to reigne, and beare Rule over 
with this Realme, at the Time of their Coronatioun, and Receipt of 
„„ their Princely Authoritie, make their faithfull Promiſe be Aith, 
an⸗- Y X rns n 
and., in Preſence of the Eternall God, That induring the haill 
lo ie © Courſe of their Liues, they fall ſerue the ſamin Eternall God, | 
ry to the vttermoſt of their Power, according as he hes requir- 
#5 cd in his maiſt haly Word, reveiled and contained in the new 


® © and auld Teſtaments. And, according to the ſamin Worde, 
( ſall mainteine the trew Religioun of Chriſt Jeſus, the preaching . 
wil of his halie Word, and dew and richt Miniſtration of the Sa» 
* the [& © craments, now receiued, and preached within this Realme: 
: | “ And fall aboliſh and ganſtand all fals Religioun, contrare to 
* © the ſamin: And fall rule the Peopill committed to their 
© Charge, according to the Will and Commaund of God, reveil · 
© ed in his foreſaide Word, and according to the loueabill Lawes 
and Conſtitutions received in this Realme, na wiſe repugnant ! 
Fn. © to the ſaid Word of the Eternall God. And fall procure, to 
dhe vitermaiſt of their Power, to the Kirk of God, and haill 
© Chriſtian Peopil, tiew and perfite Peace in all Time cummings  ? 
© The Richtis and Renus, with all juſt Privileges of the Crowne 
© of SCOTLAND, to preſerve and keip inviolated, nouthar 
, © fall they zransfer nor aliezate the ſamin. They fall forbid } 
© and repreſſe in all Eſtaites and Depries, Reife, Oppreſſion, _ 
and all kinde of Wrang. In all Judgement, they fall com- 
E mand and procure, that Juſtice and Equitie be keiped to all 
© Creatures, without Exception, as the Lord and Father of alk 
E Mercyis be merciful to them. And our of their Landes and * 
© Empyre, they fall be careful to rute out all Heretikes, and E- 
nemies to the trew Worſhip of God, that fall be convict be the 
true Kirk of God, of the foirſaidis Crymes. And that they 
s COPY affi rme the things above written, be their ſolemn 
© Aith, 1 | | 1 
Though the above Settlement was, for ſome time, followed 
by ſuitable Adminiſtration; yet a Courſe of lamentable Defecti- 
on, and Corruption therein, did ſoon prevail; 'till a Reviving 
of the true Religion and Reformation in the Church, took place; 
and was gloriouſly advanced betwixt the Years 1638 and 1650. 
That Work of God, which became then engaged unto throughout 
wle three Kingdoms, by a Solemn League and Covenant, was al- 
. i an Agrocablench 50 this Gorgnaps, accompanied with, 


and 
5 8 8 * nk 


* 


r 


1 


and ſupported by a Civil Reformation.” In England (wherewitli 
we have become more nearly' concerned than formerly, by vir. 
tue of the Solemn League and Covenant) the Civil Adminiſtra- 
tion was, in ſome valuable Inſtances, ſubſer vient unto rhe laid 
Mork of God. But more confiderable Advances were made in 
Scotland; while, befide many laudable Acts in the Civil 4dmi- 
mwiſiration, the Deed of Civil Conſlitution was farther reforme 
than ever before by Act XV. of the 2d Seſſion of Parliament, 
Anno 1649, while therein, „ 
The Eſtates of Parliament, taking to their moſt ſerious Con- 
e fideration, the unhappy Differences between their late Sove- 
© reign and theſe Kingdoms, cauſed by the evil Counſels about 
© him, unto the great Prejudice of Religion, and long Diſtur- 
t banceof the Peace of theſe Kingdoms: As likeways, the mani- 
© fold Acts of Parliament, and fundamental Conſtitution of this 
© Kingdom, anent the King's Oath at his Coronation, which, 
© judging it neceſſary, that the Prince and People be of one per- 
c fect Religion, appointeth, that all Kings and Princes, who ſhall 
' 6 reign or bear Rule over this Realm, ſhall, at their Coronation, 
cor Receipt of theirPrincely Authority, ſolemaly ſwear to obſerve 


* 


c in their own Perſons, and to preſerve the Religion, as it is 
t preſently eſtabliſhed and profeſſed, and rule the People commit- 
c ted to their Charge, according to the Will of God, revealed in 


© his Word, and the loveable Conſtitutions received within this 
Kingdom, and do ſundry other things, which are more fully 
c expreſſed therein: And, withal, pondering their manifold Ob- 
© ligations to endeavour the ſecuring of Religion and the Cove- 


© zant, before and above all worldly Intereſts; THEREFORE ' 


they do Enact, Ordain, and Declare, That, before the King's 


C Majeſty who nov is, or any of his Succeſſors, ſhall be admit- 


c ted to the Exerciſe of his Royal Power, he ſhall, by and arrour 
© the foreſaid Oath, aſſure and declare by his ſolemn Oath, under 


c his Hand and Seal, his Allowance of the National Covenant, 
and of the Solemn League and Covenant, and Obligation to 


c proſecute the Ends thereof, in his Station and Calling: And 


that he ſhall, for himſelf and his Succeſſors, conſent and agree 


ö '© to Acts of Parliament enjoining the Solemn League and Cove- 
c nant, and fully eſtabliſhing Presbyterian Government, the Di- 


© re&ory of Worſhip, Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, as 


© they are approven by the General Aſſembly of this Kirk, and 
© Parliament of this Kingdom, in all his Majeſty's Dominions; 


& and that he ſhall obſerve theſe in his own Prattice and Family; 


© and that he ſhall never make Oppoſition to any of theſe, or en- 
© deavour any Change thereof. "Lag 0 


© Its alſo declared, enaZted, and ordainad, That, before 
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£ Power, he ſhall leave all Counſel and Counſellors prejudicial £ 


© to Religion, and to the National Covenant, and to the Solemn 


- 
* 


League and Covenant; and ge ee to the Parliament 
conſtitute, in what further ſhall _ _ ; 


© of this Kingdom, as it is no | 
© be found neceſſary for the ſettling of a happy and durable 
© Peace, Preſervation of the Union between the Kingdoms, and 
© for the Good of the Crown, and for his own Honour and 


© Happineſs; and hall conſent and agree, that all Matters Civil + 
© be determined by the Parliament of this Kingdom, and all Eg- 


© cleſiaſtick Matters by the General Aſſembly of this Kirk: For 
© the which Ends, the Eſtates of Parliament are reſalved to make 


© their humble and earneſt Addreſſes to his Majefty, with all poſ- 


« ſible Expedition; all which they find themſelves bouhd to 
c proſecute, and reſolve not to recede therefromy but to ſec the 


© ſame really performed. 


© Likeas, the Eſtates of Parliament diſcharges all the Lieges © - 
© and Subjects of this Kingdom, to procure or receive from his 


© Majeſty, any Commiſſions, Patents, Honours, Offices, or 


© Gifts whatſomever, until his Majeſty give Satisfaction, as ſaid © _ i 
© is; under the Pain of being cenſured, in their Perſons and . 
© ſtares,' as the Parliament, or any having Power from them, - 


© ſball judge fitting. 


And, if any ſuch Commiſſions, patents, Honours, Offices; 
tor Gifts, ſhall be procured or received by any of the SubjeRs * = 
© of this Kingdom, before ſuch Satisfaction; the Parliament 4. 


5 


© King, who now i, be admitted to the Exetciſe of his Royal” * 


- 


\ 
N 
ee 


1 — 


2 
* 
3? 


© (lares and ordains all ſuch Commiſſions, Patents, Honours, Of ©. _ » 


. 


© fices or Gifts, and all that ſhall follow thereupon, to be voick 


© and null.? 


And, according unto this Settlement, was King Charles II. 93 


crowned/at Scoon, January I. 1650. 


The Presbyrery intend not to affirm, that there was nothing 3 
deſective in the above Managements, or that no Imprudences or 
Miſtates were to be found therein. It is evident, however, that, 


by the good Hand of God, tue Eſtates of England, but more e- 


er Scotland, were inſpired with a noble and predomi» + _} 
ant Zeal for the Houſe of God, in all its valuable Inſtitutionss 
and atrained to a confiderable Pitch of Civil Reformation, ſub- 
ſervient unto the ſame: All which this Presbytery defires with * 
Thankfulneſs to commemorate and bear Witneſs unto. Upon te 
whole, it is 6b/ervable, that, in Scotland, the Reformation of * 
the Church hath always (in a beautiful Order) preceeded and in- 


** * 


troducei the Reformation of the State. But, 
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II. It was not long till our Sky, thus clearing up, was ſadl7 


add, and this beautiful Work [morber'd, as it were, in the 
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derben, che Body politich, and all Ranks in theſe Lands 
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very Cradle, by che woful Apoſtacy of that ſame Generation, 
E , eſpecially, at and after the Reſtoration of King Charles II. 
| -The 2 O vert hrou of the former Civil Reformation; the 
© Devaſtation of the Houſe and Heritage of God; the unparallel- 
led Courſe of Perjury, Treachery, Tyranny, and deſperate Hoſii- 
lity againſt the King, Cauſe, and Subjects of Zion; and againit 
the Liberties of Mankind; together with the Nouriſhment of 
abjur*d Prelacy, Popery, and all Abominations; which were 
carried on with an high and heaven-daring Hand, in hat Peri · 
od, by the Edge, and under the Wings of Civil Government; 
are ſome what laid open in the judicial Act and Teſtrmony, and 
ate ſo fully manifeſted in known Hiſtories, as they need not here 
be particularly inſiſted on. However, theſe things have been ſo 
uttle conſidered and mourned over, and the great Atonement 
tor Sin ſo little look'd to and improven for expiating the ſame, 
that it is to be feared the hainous Guile thereof is ſtill lying upon 


At and ſince the wonderful Revolution, Anno 1688, the three 
* Kingdoms have been reſcued, by the ſurprizing Favour of God, 
from intolerable Tyranny, Popery and Slavery: And this Presby- 
tery dare not, without Ingratitude to God, and Injuſtice to the 
Subject preſently under Conſideration, diſſemble or lightly e- 
feem the Stigma then put upon the infamous Government of 
the former Period; the Juſtice and Honour done to the Cloud 
of Witneſſes and Sufferers through the ſame, by the Act reſtind- 
© ing Fines and Forfeitures; as alſo, what Security is given, by the 
preſent Civil Government, unto our Religion, Lives and Liber- 
ties, ſuch as no other People now on Earth enjoys the lis. 
Notwithſtanding, though the Lord hath Fas ſo bountifully 
with theſe Nations, they have not duly remembred him in his 
Ways; they have made no due Requital, by returning unto; en 
that beautitul Reformation, for apoſtatizing wherefrom, they 1 F* 
were ſorely plagued, during the Space of about twenty eight 1 1. 
Years. The Kingdom of England, at the Revolution, ſtill ad-. d 
;  bered unto their Apoſtacy, in keeping their Government ſettled I 3! 
in favours of abjur d Prelacy, and according to the wicked Laws | 71 
Which bad been made againſt England's Reformation. The ul 
Kingdom of Scotland, at that Time, in ſettling their Govern- . | © 
2 
t 
1 
0 


ment, and in offering the Crown to King William and Queen 

* Mary, not only overlook'd the whole Civil Reformation artained | 
to berwixt the Years 1638 and 1650, but left the wicked Laws, 
revoking and raxing the ſame, untouched, and in Force. More- 

over, at the incorporating Union with England, Anno 1707; ͤ f 

| Farther, and very lamentable Step of Defection was made, in 

dur Civil Sertlerwent; in regard the Maintenance and Preſervation" | | 
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Moreover, as our Civil Settlement has been thus corrupted, ſo 
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a Stumbling · block unto them. 
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of the Hierarchy and Ceremonies of the Church of England, is a 
fundamental and eſſential Article of the ſaid Union; fo that t 
ſtands upon Terms oppoſite unto, and inconſiſient with our Cove» _ 
2ant-Union, whereby this Kingdom is more deeply involved in 
Perjury, and the Guilt of England's Apoſtaſy and Corruption, 
while conſenting thereunto. In a Word, ſince the Revolution, and 


-» 


by the Union · Settlement, tho? Papiſis, and ſuch as marry Papiſts, 


are abſolutely excluded from the Crown, (which is a thing very = 4 


4 8 


laudable) and while our Kings are obliged to ſwear, at their Co- 


ronation, That they ſhall inviolably maintain and preſerve the 2 
Settlement and Privileges of the Church of Scotland, as by Law wi 


eſtabliſhed ; yer they are, at the ſame time, taken bound and o- 


| bliged to communicate with, and to maintain and preſerve invio-: 


Jably the Settlement and Privileges of the Church of England, in 
the Kingdoms of England and Ireland. And, upon the whole, it 


appears, that, under the preſent Conſtitution, a mighty Bar is 
thruſt into the Way of our covenanted Reformation, both in 
Church and State; yea, a Graveſtoze is laid, and eſtabliſhed up- 
onthe n | s | RIES: {he 
Thus, our ancient Civil Reformation has been apoſtatized from, 
and grievouſly defaced. Notwithſtanding the golden Seaſon af- 


forded us, and the powerful Obligation we were laid under un- 


. 


to the Lord, by his ſurprizing Appearance for us at the'Revolgs 


tion; yet all Ranks have dealt very zreacherou 
: They have not ſtudied perſonal Reformation; they have not 
endeavoured, ſeverally and conjunctly, to promote the zrue Re- 
ligion and Reformation of the Church, once attained to and pro- 


1567 and 1649) but ſuch as are, in many Reſpects, not only 


-. different from, but deſtructive of the ſame, unto the great Pre. 
judice of real Religion, and Reformation in the — of God:. 


/ fefled in theſe Lands: The Body Politick, particularly in Scotland, 
have never, by their Deed of Civil Conſtitution, provided that 
their Magiſtfates be brought under, and admitted upon Obligatis © 
ons and Terms, ſuch as were fixed upon, and eſtabliſhed in re 
forming Periods, (particularly in the Coronation-Oath, Annie 


” 


% 2 


and ungrateſul. 


They have never endeavoured to inform their Magiſtrates of 


Corruptions; but, on the contrary, they have been a Snare, and 
And it is evident, that, on all 
theſe Accounts, great Guilt, and Wrath from the Lord, is ſtil ly- 


ing and incraaſing upon the Body Politick; wherein alſo all Ranks, 


our Princes, our Paſtors, our People, are very deeply involved. 


it hath natively iflued in a Courſe of defective and corrupt Admi. 
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ration, uno the Diſbonour of God, and the Detriment of his 


their Sin and, Daty, in this Matter, or to reform them from f 
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Work. The Presbytery do not pretend to give out a full Enu 


meration of theſe, and they only mention the following. 
Ar the Revolution, Prelacy was not aboliſhed as contrary to the 


Word of God, and abjured by our Covenants: The Settlement 


of Presbytery was according to the former Settlement, Anno 
15923 and all the legal Securities given to this Church from 1638 
to 1650, were overlooked; nor was any Regard had to the ſolemn 
- Daths and Covenants, which we then came under: The wicked 
Laws, Anno 1661, condemning and razing our Covenanted Re. 
formation, were left untouched; a general Oath of Allegiance 
was impoſed, plainly excluding the Oath of our Covenants; and, 
_ Contrary to the reformed Practice, Anno 1649, ſuch were re- 
rained in Places of publick Truſt, and military Office, as were 
Enemies to our Reformation, and had been deeply in vol ved in 
the horrid Defection, Perſecution, and Bloodſhed of the former 
Period. The Power and Privileges of the Church were encroach- 
ed upon, by diſſolving the Aſſembiy 1692, and adjoutning the 
+ fame from Time to Time till 1694; as indeed, by the Act 15 92, 
according to which Presbytery was ſettled ar the Revolution, the 
Aſſembly is deprived of Power, wherc the King or his Com- 
miſſioner are, preſent, io nominate and appoint Time gnd Place 
for their next Meeting. e $f 4 | 

After the Union, the whole Nation was made to groan under 
the Weight of unneceſſary, repeated, ſinful, and enſnaring Qaths, 
A ſuperſtitious Form of Swearing, by laying the Hands upon, à U 


kiſſing the Goſpels, was ſoon introduced from England; and a. 


Foundation was laid for the farther debauching the Members of 
this Church, by the Sacramental Teſt: While, alſo, the Oath 
of Abjuration was firſt impoſed on theſe in Civil and Military 


Truſt, and afterwards extended to the Minifters of this Church; 


and which, however, at Length, altered, did ſtill þomolegare 
the united Conſtitution, and the Corruptions of the Church, of 
England, involved therein. Farther, tho? any active Toleration 
to the leaſt Evil, be altogethet anwarrantabie; yet, in the Near 
1712, a very Dangerous Blow was given to the Government and 


_ Diſcipline of this Church, and a very wide Door was opened to 


Error and Profanity, by an almoſt boundleſs Toleration: and, 


at the ſame Time, a very ſinful and ſad Encroachment was made 


upon the coſtly and valuable Privileges of the Lord's people; and 
a Door opened for the Corruption of the Church, and the Ruin 


1 
* 


of Souls, while the Right of Patronages (which had been abeliſhe ; et 


en, Anno 1649) Was again reſtored; and however this was after» - 


Wards reſtricted; yet it has ſtill continued an intolerable Yoke 


\ 


oe Snare, the lamentable Effects whereof have overſpread this 


d. Countenanco has been like ways given for introducing. 
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3 and, 
ere re- 


5 were 
ved in tion, upon the Matter, given to Diabolical Arts and Practices, 
ormer by the Ack repealing the penal Statutes againſt Witches. Like- 
roach. | ways (as hath been declared by this Presbytery in their Declina- 
2g the ture) a bold and fatal Ercroarhment was made, Anno 1737, 
1592, upon the Headſhip and Sovereignry of Zion's King, by that E- 
v, the raſtian Act anent Captain John Porteous. Farther, tho? it be 
Com- anwarrantable for the Civil Magiſtrate, in ordinary Caſes, and 
Place where there is, and where Acceſs may be had to the Judicato- 
rics of a right conſtitute Church, or that he ſuſtains as ſuch, to 
inder .. appoint Faſis and Thank;givings fimply by his own Power; yet, 
ahi: not only was the intrinſicł Power of the Church deſpiſed, lome Time 
4 N alter the Revolution, in the Appointment of ſeveral Faſts and 
nd a Thanksgivings merely by Civil Authority; but, of late Years, 
s of while the Judicatories have practically ſurrendred this intrinſick 
Dath Power to the Magiſtrate, he hath alſo practically aſſumed and ex- 
tary erciſed the ſame, in appointing Faſts merely by his own Autho- 
ch; rity: For, whatever was his Deſign, yet this was plainly the 
gate Deſign of his Appointments, in regard the Judicatories accepted 
1,0f the ſame, as Anſwers to their Petitions for his . nominating the 
tion Day; and he hath never diſcouraged them, in their ſaid Swurren« 
Year dier and Acceptance: Againſt all which, this Presbytery main- 
and tain a ſtated Teſtimony, tho? they have not reckoned it neceſ- 
to WU  faryto apply the ſame, on repeated Occaſions, other ways than 
nd, "by their et-e. | e ny. 1-2 
ade All theſe corrupt Adminiſtrations this Presbytery judge to be 
ind Cauſes of the Lord's Wrath and deep Controverſy, which he is 
win pouring out upon, and pleading with all Ranks in theſe Lands. 
ſos , And, as 7 the above - mentioned Apoſtaſy and Corruption in the 
er- Settlemen and Adminiſtration of the preſent Civil Government, 
pke the Meaſure of Guilt upon the Body Politick, and their Legiſlators, 
his is greatly filled up; fo this Presbytery judge the ſaid Evils to be 
condemned by the Word of God; as alſo, That we ought to be 
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amongſt us the Abjured e of obſerving Holy-· Days; 
and that by the Vacation of our moſt conſiderable Courts of 
Juſtice, in the latter End of December. And, as, by the Union, 
this Kingdom hath become ſubjected to a Parliament whereof 
the Biſhops of England are conſtituent Members; ſo, an Attempt _ . 
is made to force the Members of this Church unto an Approba- 
tion of the Engliſh Hlerarchy, while they can get no Addreſſes 
received by the Upper Houſe of Parliament, unleſs they bear a 
Direction to the Lords ſpiritual as well as temporal. 7 
Ihe above are Evils that have taken deep Root among us, for a 
conſiderable Time, and the moſt whereof are more particularly 
- ſpoke to in the judicial Act and Ieſtimony. _ 
Moreover, the Law of God hath been deſpiſed, and a Toleras 
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e bambled for, 2 to ee exo the ſame; i in aj Ps 
the Lord will yet purely purge away our Droſs, and take a- 
way all our Tin. _ | 

The Presbytery, having (as they judged neceſſary) premiſed 
this Teſtimony for our ancient Civil Reformation, and againſt the 
* Apoſtaſy therefrom, and Oppoſition thereunto; they now pro- 
ceed unto the Second Clauſe of the forementioned Paragraph 
and Act, which bath given Riſe to Mr. Nairz's Diſſent and 


* Seceſſion. What the Presbytery have yet ado here, is to vin · 


licate their condemning The dangerous Extreme, of impugning do. 
dhe preſent Civil Authority over theſe Nations, and Sub- W. 
< fection thereunto, in lawful Commands: ? The Condenma- no 
tion whereof may be 9 vindicated, by defending that Su 
Principle which the Presbytery maintain in Ofpoſition thereunto. Th 
And, here, for determining the true State of the Queſtion, from tie 
che induſtrious Miſrepreſentation whereof, Mr. Nairn's Scheme ga 

hath Hit herto borrowed all its Defence and ee 3 it is ne- © 
ceſſary ro premiſe, that, ve 
I,, The Queſtion is not, whether we ought to own the Au- i 


thoriry of mere Uſurpers or habitual Tyrants, even in any law- | 


Vl Commands. P 
Meere Uſurpers can have no lawful Authority: and, if they 0. 
mall acquire the Conſent of the People, whether expreſſed, or W ts 
= zacit (as was the Caſe of Ceſar with the Jewiſh People) they © "fu 
then ceaſe to be mere Uſurpers, and are in veſted with Authority, co 
whereunto God commands Suvjection and Obedience in n . 
lawſul. te 
Again, in order to render one an habitual Tyrant, it i at d 

leaſt, neceſſary, that he leave ruling by juſ# Laws, and that he a 

be engaged i in War againſt the Lives, or invading and ouer- , te 
throwing the avowed Liberties and Priviledges of the Nation, E 
civil and religious; or all of theſe; as was the Caſe in perſecuting . 

| Times beſote the Revolution. It cannot be ſuppoſed that ſuch a 

= Perſon has any real Conſent of che Nation to rule, whence he d 
can have no lawful Authority. {hf 

= Thus, however quietly and orderly one may be abliged w WM--0 
| 1 live, under mere Uſurpers, or habitual Tyrants, yet there ſhould t« 
be no Acknowledgment of their Authority, as binding uponthe i 

bi ' Conſcience, But, if any ſhould have the Face to alledge, That 1 
= our preſent Rulers do any Way deſerve theſe Characters, i Is on 
quite needleſs to reaſon with them. r 
= . 2dly, The the Queſtion is not, whether we oll diſobey M*: 
YN the unlawful Commands, and may defend ourſelyes againſt the 
I Oppreſſn of Rulers. * 5 4 
2 The 8 $ Principle of 1 and Obedience doth” s 
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hat only reſpe& Things lawful; nor is it at all inconſiſtent with = 
4. any. S/ Defence, that is neceſſary, lawful and expedient, ac- 

. "WW cording to the Word of God, and right Reaſon; ſuch as our 
ſed wort hy Anceſtors endeavoured at Pentland and Bothwel : Lea, 
he there is 20 Manner of Inconſiſtency, betwixt being in a Poſture of 
ro- Sell. Defence againſt particular Injuries offered by a Magiſtrate, 
ph and an owning, at the ſame Time, his Title and Authority in 
nd what lawful Commands he may impòſe. | 
n- 34ly, The Queſtion is not, what Magiſtrates ought to be, or 
ng do. There is nothing this Way incumbent upon them, by the 

- Word of God, or our Covenants, which the Presbytery do 

a- not acknowledge and plead for: Nor does their Principle anent 

at Subjection and Obedience, homologate the leaſt Defect in theſe 

0. Things, or bind up from endeavouring in our ſeveral Capaci - 
m ties, to have Magiſtrates reformed, according to the ſaid Obli- 
NG "mation; = MN | V 
e- Ahl, The Queſtion is not, whether the preſent Civil Go- 


. «WF.» vernment be chargeable with many groſs Corruptions, both ha- 

Us bitual and actual. | wal Or nt ER. ek rs 

Us Mr. Nairn endeayours to make the World believe that the 

Presbytery's Principle has fome favourable Aſpect upon the 
Corruptions of the Government (vi. theſe that are properly irre- 

ligious) and that his own Scheme doth only fer up for more Faith. 

" fulneſs in that Reſpect. However, the Presbytery confeſs and 
"condemn, not only the actual Corruptions, or corrupt Admini- 


Is WW ſirations, which it is competent for them, as a Court of Chriſt, 
te meddle with, particularly, theſe above mentioned; but alſo 3 

it IWF the Apoſtaſy from the former reforming Deed of Conſtitution, . 

e and the Corruption of the preſent Settlement, which have, in 

Fo: ſome Meaſure, been laid open. Only they cannot grant that the 

„ _ Civil Nature and Authority of the Conſtitution are, thereby, 

s ub verted or invalidated. 1 | 

a ._ Frhly, The Queſtion is ot, whether it be lawful for us, 

c to ſwear the preſent Allegiance to the Civil Government, which 


the Presbytery acknowledge they cannot do: Seeing there are 
0 2 Oaths to 74 Government, in being, but what exclude the 

d © Dath of our Covenants, or homologate the united Conſtitution. 
© And Mr. Nairn had no Occaſion to make repeated mention, 
tin his Diſſents and Seceſſion, of ſwearing Allegiance; as he had 
$ never any Ground given him, by the Presbytery, to ſuppoſs 
that they had any View thereof, different from what is at ove 


| 
| 


1 
1 


15 . 


the Civil Authority of the ſaid Government, in the Adminiſtra- 


tion and Commands thereof that are lawful, and to yield Subje- 
ction thereunto in theſe Circumſtances ? | 5 60 


It is only in /o far as Mr. Nairn anſwers this Queſtion in the 
negative, that the Presbytery has any Contro ves ſy with him, a- 


nent the Civil Authority of the preſent Government. The Pres- 
bytery AFFIRMS, That we ong ht to acknowledge the preſent Ci- 


vil Authority over theſe Nations, and Subjection thereunto, in 
lawful Commands; according as this their Principle is held forth 


in their Act, paſſed at Edinburgh, February 3. 1743. which is 
to be ſubjoined unto this Declaration. And, for Defence of this 


Principle, they aſfirm, in the Manner following, That it is 4- 

greeable to the plain Tenor of Scripture, and to the Principles of 

all the Reformed Churches, particularly of this Church, in her Con- 

ſeſſion and Covenants; where it will allo appear, that the Presby- 
tery had jaſi Grouud to condemnthe oppoſite Scheme now en Foot. 

To proceed then, a 


FIRST, The Presbytery's Principle anent the preſent Civil Go- 
vernment, as above declared, is agreeable to the plain Tenor of 


Scripture. | 


The Verdi& of Scripture in this Matter, is not comprehended 3 


in ſomefew, dark, or tranſitory Hints, The Principle for which 
the Presbytery now contends, is obviouſly taught, and confirmed 


by a great Number of Paſſages throughout holy Writ: Yea, there 
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bly bound, in our ſeveral Capacities, to confeſs, oppoſe, and teſti · 
y againſt all the Corruptions and Evils of the preſent Civil. Go- 
verument over theſe Nations, whereby the Reformation, once 
. eſtabliſhed therein, has been departed from, oppoſed, or over- 
thrown: QUGHT we not, at the ſame Time, to acknowledge 


are few Truths, relative to the Practice of Chriſtians, that are 


more clearly taught in the Word, or more inculcated, than this is. 


But it may ſuffice, at preſent, to adduce a few Scripture Pre. 


cepts and Examples, expreſly confirming the Principle maintained 
by the Presbytery, as SH mentioned. FN Sn 


i - 


perpetual Obligation. 


The firſt that ſhall be noticed, is recorded Prov! Ai. 21. My | N 
Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King: And meddle not uit 
them that are given to Change. Though theſe Words be exprei - 


ſed in the ſingular Number, it would be ſuperfluous to prove, 


I. It is held forth unto us by Scriprure-Precepts, which are of 


That they muſt be taken in a plural Senſe, determining the Du - þ . 
ty, particularly, of the Lord's People toward Kings: Nor could 5 
Solomon, while himſelf a King, be partial in this Caſe, becauſe = 
he ſpoke as moved by the Holy Ghoſh,  _ 1 
The former Clauſe of this Precept is poſitive, My Son, oth 1 


thin the Tord, and the i And tne firſt thing which, 
I 


ed, or ſuſpended; and, therefore, it conti 
Form Rule of Duty from God, unto them, with reference to 
_ whatever Kings were acknowledged as ſuch, by the Kingdoms 
of Judah and 1/rae}; though welt | 
unparallePd* Zvils, not only in reſpect to their private Character 
and Conduct, but in their publick Adminiſtration : As it muſt. 
red, r God might juſtly plead a Con- 
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in the 
preſent Caſe, muſt be conſide red, is the Puty here preſeribed 
toward Kings, viz. to fear them. . This Fear cannot be of a fla- 


viſh Sort, becauſe it is commanded, and that as ſubordinate unto - 
the Fear of the Lord. Again, this Fear cannot merely fignify 


that Diſpoſition of Mind, which we ought to have toward Kings. 


But, as the Fear of the Lord, in Scriptüre- Stile, doth ſignify, not 


only, an inward Diſpaſition of Mind, but alſo all theſe external 


Duties that we ewe to him; ſo the Fear of Kings mult alſo de- 


note all theſe external Duties that we owe to them. Now, from 
the Nature of the thing, all ſuch Duties are reduceable to theſe 


owning their Authority, and ſubmirting to their juſt Laws. Se-. 


condly, That this Acknowledgment and Suhmiſſion may not be 
treacherous, we muſt, in our ſeveral Capacities,  zeſtify againſt all 


theſe particular Evils, whereby they anſwer: not, or contradict 
the Duty of Kings. Theſe ate the Parts of Fear toward Kings, ſo 


inſeparable, that neither of them can be duly managed, unleſs 


they be jointly exerciſed. And this is juſt what the Presbytery 
aſſerts with reſpect to the preſent Civil Government. | 
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The next thing to be conſidered here is, the Objects of the Dus - 


ty enjoined, viz. Kings; and, upon this Head, it muſt be pre- 


miſed, that, as the different Forms of Civil Government agree in 
their general Nature, and as none of them has any Inſtitution * 


cluſius of others; ſo the general Rule of Duty toward the Supreme 


TE, wag Power under any one of theſe Forms, anſwers as well 
under them all; however, it is Monarchical or Kingly Govern 


ment, that is here immediately reſpected. 


The Queſtion will now be, What Sort of kings are the People 


of God thus cemmanded to fear ?, And, in the firſt place, it is 
certain, that they are commanded to fear only ſuch as ate ac- 


knowledged by the Kingdom they are in, while none elſe are King 


with reſßect to them. In the next place, It is as certain, that 
they are commanded to fear azy whom that Kingdom acknoy- 


ledges as Kings, and while they do ſo. For, 


I. This Precapt was ſtill handed down to the Jews, from one Ge- 1 
neration to another, as Part of the Oracles of God, immediate - 


ly committed unto them; nor was it, at any Time, altered, limit- 
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troverſy with that Land, and . 0 did ſo, both for the 
= Sins of the Body Politick, in not attending to all the Rules he 
gave them anent the Choice of their Kings, and in not endeavour- 
= ing to reform their wicked Kings; as alſo, for the Sins of the 
People, ſeverally, in not teſtifying duly againſt, but complying | 
witch the ſinſul Statutes, and idolatrous Practices of their Kings: 
$ - . Yet, while the Primores Regni, and better Part of the Nation, ac- 
 Kknowledged ſuch as their Kings, conſenting to their regal Autho- 
rity; the Office and Authority of theſe Kings did, therefore, till 
| continue valid, ſo as the particular Subjects were bound in Con- 
” fcience to ſubmit unto, and obey their lawful Commands; be. 
cauſe that Civil Authority, having its Riſe, in the Conſent of the 
People according to the indiſpenſible Law of Nature, it could 
not be ſubverted by their Defection and Apoſiaſy, or by their Kings, 
in Conſequence thereof, wanting ſcriptural Qualifications,  _ 
28. The Jewiſh People were obliged by God to reckon that, in 
* the Matter of this Precept, they were but on a Level with the 
People of all orher Kingdoms, in reſpect of whatever Kings were 
thereby acknowledged; and that they themſelves were, by this 
Precept, bound to fear theſe Kings, when ſojourning in their 
Dominions. For theſe whom other Kingdoms acknowledged as 
= Kings, are, all along, by the Spirit of God in Scripture, acknow. 
leaged and accounted of as ſuch, and that in as wnexceptionable 
Terms as any of the Jewiſh Kings are; in regard there is not 
E the leaff Word in Scripture, which ſo much as inſinuates, that 
| - theſe Kingdoms were wrong in thus acknowledging them; but, 
on the contrary, the Scripture always countenances them in doing 
= ſo, and leaves not the Fews any Occafion of doubting, that the 
_ Charafter and Right of theſe Kings, did not agree unto this Pre · 
cept. To this purpoſe, when our Lord Jeſus, who is Mediator 
|  betwixt God and Man, fays, by his Spiriz through Solomon, 
(Prov. viii. 15, 16.) By me Kings reign, and Princes dectee Ju- 
ite: By me Princes rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of the 
Earth; it is undeniable, that, in thir Words, he not only zar- 
rates the Government, but ſuſtains the Authority of Judges or 
= Kings: And it is as plain, that not only the Jewiſh Kings are 
bhere ſpoke of, but all the Kings of the Earth; fo that the Au- 
; thority of all is ſuſtained on a Level. When, therefore, the 
FF Jews received this Precept, with reference unto their own Kings, 
i is evident, that ober Oracles of God, and, particularly, the 
; -@bove-cited, did, at the ſame time, neceſſitate them to reckon, _ 
* _ that whazever Kings were acknowledged as ſuch by other King- | 
doms, had an equal Right unto Fear from their People; and , 
WO that chey themſelves were equally obliged, by this Lan = 1 
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ſear ſuch Kings, when ſojourning in their Dominions; accor- 
ding whereunto, when long after ward ſome of them were ſcat-; } 
tered through the Countries of ſuch Kings, this ſame Precepft 
was repeated, 1 Pet. ii. 17. as in Force with Application to them 
in theſe Circumſtance. NG FR 
In a word, this Text doth plainly teach, that the Lord's People, 
particularly, ought to fear all Kings, who are acknowledged 
as ſuch by the Kingdom they belong to; as there is no Exceprion 
made here or elſewhere in Scripture © , * 
And, indeed, there was no Need of any Exception or Lime 
tation to be added unto this Precept. He, who commanded to 
fear Kings, did, at the ſame Time, know well enough, that 
neither all, nor moſt, nor many of them, were free of manifold ,-_-: 
and groſs Corruptions. By his Inſpiration itgyvas, that mm 
ſaw under the Sun the Place of Judgment, that Wickedneſs was - 
there; and the Place of Righteouſneſs, that Iniquity was there, 
Eccl. iii. 16. However, the Precept given did ſufficiently hit fach 
. Caſes, without needing any Reſtriftion, For, as there never 
dere, nor could be, any Kings acknowledged as ſuch by a King» 
dom, but who adminiſtred ſome Juſtice; 1 all the Duty of par- 
ticular Subjects, under the worſs of theſc Kings, is ſufficiently 
comprehended in this Command ; as it binds them to acknowledge 
and ſubmit unto their Authority, in any lawful Exerciſe of it, 
while the Kingdom ſuſtains their Government; but, at the ſame 
time, obliges them, and leaves them full Caparity to reſtify anal 
contend, in their ſeveral Places, againſt all their Corruptions, and, 
in this Way, to endeavour the Reformation of the Government: 
So that the Subjection commanded, can never involve them in 


＋ 


the Guilt of publick Corruptions. FWW 
lere, then, the Duty of the Lord's People, particularly, to 
ward Kings, is fully ſtated; and it is the ſame with what the 
Presbytery now affirms. Nor is this a Duty of /mall Importance, 
while the Fear of the King is commanded jointly with the Fear 
of the Lord; and fo, whatever Religion any profeſs toward God, 
they will not be found duly «pright therein, when contradifting 


„ i the Duty toward Kings, which God here requireth. 1 
. The latter Clauſe of this Precept is negative, Meddle not uit 
s | hem that are given to Change. „ „ 
e For underſtanding this, it muſt firſt be conſidered, who are 
* the Perſons referred to by the Pronoun [t hem; ] and it is need - 


less to prove, becauſe fo evident, that the Text will not admit 

1 of any other Senſe here, than to underſtand it of thoſe who are 
bund to fear the Lord, and the King, who yet are given to 

„ | ©4236, and whom, therefore, rhe 1 Sort are diſcharged 
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And, now, it is /#ppoſed, chat there will readily be ſome Men 
given to Change, Men of a reſtleſs Spirit, of a double Mind, and 


© of an unſtable Conduct; Men addicted to Novelties; and who, 


particularly, will depart out of the old Road of Duty toward 
Civil Superiors, upon new Pretences. And where Innovations 
are made here, there will readily be ſome Change in the Profe/+ 


ſion or Practice of Religion; as the Fear of the Lord and the 


© King, are linked together, and the Text ſpeaks jointly of being 


: 7 
. : 
y * 


given to Change in both. 
At the ſame time, it is 
God are in Danger of meddling with ſuch Perſons, and have 


ſpecial Need to be upon their Guard againſt chem - 


\ 


S Thus, in thir Words, there is an exprels Con demnation of 
-* Changes from the old Path of Duty towards Civil Superzors, 


Again, there is here a ſolemn Charge given to the Sons of God, 
to notice the Danger they are in of being led aſide by the ſpecious 
Pretences that ſuch Perſons may uſe, and not ſo much as to 


' readily be entangled. 


Moreover, this Caution and Charge is a plain Confirmation of, 


and a Fence that God hath tet about that very Principle and Con- 
duct, which the Presbytery does maintain from this Texts. 


Tux next Precops that {hall be conſidered, is found, Ecel. x, © 
4. if the Spirit of the Ruler riſe up againſt thee, leave not thy 
Place; for yielding pacifieth great Offences, And here the follow- | 


ing Obſervations may be made. 


* ; 


1. For the ſame Reaſons that were advanced upon the former 


Text, this mult neceſſarily be underſtood as ſpoken to the Lord's 


People, with reterence to any Rulers preſently acknowledged by 
the Civil Stare which they belong to. 125 a 
28. There js a Suppoſition here made, If the Spirit of the Ruler 
' riſe up againſt thee. This Riſing up of Spirit muſt be under- 
ſtood as groundleſs, and therefore alen becauſe the Perſon 


* ſpoke to is ſuppoſed not, as yer, to have left his Place or Duty. 
Again, this r:ſing Spirit muſt be underſtood as venting itſelf, by 


Word or Action; for, other ways, it could have no Tendency to drive 
a Perſonſour of his Place; and, as the Expreſſion is general, with- 
out being confined unto any certain Occaſion or Degree of Ri. 
ſing· up, or unto any particular Manner of venting itſelf, it will 
therefore neceſſarily comprehend any Wrath or Wrong. that a 


particular Subject may meet with at the Rwuler*'s Hand, whether 


upon privare Quarrels, or on Account of Religion; as Enmity | 


againſt Religion is vented always upon the-Profeſſors thereof. 


ch cannot be taken in a local Senſe,” on ſeveral Accounts, 


uf; There is a Direction here given, Leave not thy Place: | 
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here implied, that even the Children of 


meddle with them; for it they ſtand not at a Diſtance, they may, 
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1 former, un eſs it be taken in a Moral Senſe. A 
is here given of the foregoing Command, fo it cannot make 
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Command, would be a plain Contradiction of it. The Words 
muſt therefore be taken in a moral Senſe, as reſpecting the 


ſpecial Buſineſs and Duty of the Subject, which, as hath been 


conſidered, is to fear the King or Ruler. The firſt to Clauſes, 
then, of this Text, do plainly reach us, That, upon Suppoſition 
of a Ruler's being ſo corrupt, as, without juſt Ground, to diſe 


countenance, diſcourage, or diſtreſs the Subject, upon per ſonal 
or religious Accounts; the Subject muſt nor, in tlie mean time, re- 


pay him Evil for Evil; but, while he is bound to uſe lawful 
Endeavours, as his Calling gives Acceſs, for Self preſer vation, 
for vindicating his Innocency, and the Cauſe tor which he ſuffers, 
and for having the Government reformed; he mult, at the ſame 
Time, continue in Subjection and Obedience to the Ruler, in 
lawful Matters, while the Civil State continues to acknowledge 
him. Aud, as this can be no Way inconſiſient with his faithtul 


Endeavours other ways; fo hereby he will approve himſelf unto 
God and Men, as ſingle, ſelf denied, and conſcientious in theſe: 


Endeavours. Burt, | | 

4. There is a Reaſon added to this Command, For Yelding 

parifieth great Gffences, This Clauſe cannot conſiſs with the 

And, as a Reaſon ' 


Seuſe, unleſs this Yielding be underſtood as the fame Thing with 
the Duty commanded. And therefore, the meaning will be this, 
Leave not, or keep, thy Place; for Vielding, or the keeping 


* 


of thy Place, pacifierh great Offences. 


© Here, then, we are informed, that, when the Spirit of the 
Ruler riſeth up unjuſtly againſt the Subject, corrupt Nature (as is 


_ evidently {cen in the preſent Controverſy) is ready to manage 


a ſelfiſh Oppoſition, in retaliating the Ruler, by tranſgreſſing alſo 
the Rule of Duty toward him: And, therefore, the Subject's 
keeping by his Duty in that Caſe, is fitly called an Velding, 
as it is contrary to that ſelfi/p Oppoſition which corrupt Nature 
is eaclin'd unto. | 

It is faid, that this Yielding pacifleth great Offences: And it 


does ſo in zwo Ways. "i | 
.) By Way of Antidote. For the Subje#*s ſtanding to his 


Daty in that Capacity, when the Spirit of the Ruler riſeth up 


F againſt him, is an habile Mean for convincing the Ruler of his 
+ Error, and for extinguiſhing the Offence he has tagen. 

i * (z.) By Way of Anticipation; as it is an habile Mean for 

preventing farther Evils and Extremes, which both the Ruler - * 

= and the Fabject may afterwards be driven to, if oncethe ep | 
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4, particularly, becauſe zhen the next Words, (viz, For Tield- 7 
1 3 h — Offences,) inſtead of being a Reaſon for this 


\ o 


** 
N , 2 
0 N * 
o 5 » 


. n 
— e n 8 
2 ä 
& I n — 
0 « — 8 
. : - 


& _deaqvebis Place: For the * of Fi as when one letteth 
out Water; therefore (faith the Lord) leave off Contention, be- 
| | fore it be meddled with; Prov. xvii. 14. des 
And, upon the whole, it is very evident from this Text, that 
ide Scheme of ſuch as oppoſe what the Presbytery here affirms, 
2s it is a leaving (heir Place, becauſe of the unwarrantable Op · 
paoſition that the Ruler ſtands in to them, in any Cauſe of Truth 
which they profeſs; fo it is a direct Breach ot God's Command, 
and has a proper Tendency to perpetuate theſe Errors or Evils wheres 
with the Ruler is chargeable, inſtead of reforming him; yea, it is 
properly calculated, for driving both him and them farther forward 
into great Offences: And, on the other hand, it is as plain, that 
the Principle and Conduct which the Presbytery maintains, is 
openly held forth and expreſly enjoined by God's Command; 
and that it is a Mean and Method of God's Appointment, for 
| pacifying great Offences, wiz. in reforming the Magiſtrate from 
his preſent Corruptions, in preventing the farther Growth there- 
of, and in preſerving the Lord's People from other Evils and Ex- 
zremes they may be driven to, in this Time of ils: and Tempra- 
tion, if they ſtudy not to keep their Place, as above-explained. | 
The Third precept, which the Presbytery adduces for confirme ; 
ing the Principle here maintained, is delivered by our Lord, Luke 
WE Xx. 25. Render therefore unto Ceſar the Things ꝛuhich be Cz» F 
ſar's, and unto God the Things which be God's. And, for the 1 . 
| pegs; of this Text, there are ſcyeral Things ro be conſider- 
ed; viz, HE”... | 
|. . I770, A Queſtion was now propoſed unto our Tord, anent a > 
certain Peoples Subjection to a certain Ruler. The People were 
not Gentiles, or ſuch as had never been reformed, but Jews, a 
People in Covenant with God, whom the Lord had choſen to be = 
a peculiar People unto himſelf, above all the Nations that were up :- 
on the Earth. Again, the Ruler was Ceſar, an Heathen,' who, 
art this Time, did actually rule over the Fewiſh People, being, 
by them, acknowledged as their King, John xix. 15. 
| 240, The Queſtion propoſed ro our Lord anent that People, 
and this Ruler, was, 1s it lawful for us to give Tribute unto Ca- © 
far or no? The Queſtion is not, whether any Tribute allorzed 
to the Uſe of the Temple, ſhould be alienated unto Ceſar's Ule; 
but it is anent paying of Tribute in general, as an Effect and 
Token of their Subjecticn unto Ceſar. And unto this general Que- 
flion our Lord anſwers, in the Words above cit. 
When his Anſwer is conſidered, it appears too bold to pre- 
tend that, therein, he ſhifts rhe Queſtion, and leaves Ceſar's + 
Title unto Tribute from the Jes, undetermined. For, . | Th 
1. It is very true that theſe hypocriſing Spi, Who" put ae "oh 
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Queſtion. ro our Lord, were tent out by the chief Priefts and 
the Scribes, upon a captions and very wicked Deſign, which they 
were at Liberty to purlue more privately, or before the People, 
as they ſhould . find Occaſion: And, accordingly, when they 
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= did now queſtion him before the People, it was not for Infor- 

n , mation, as if they doubted anent paying of Tribute to Ceſarz 
6. 5 but it was, that they might take hold of his Words (or entangle 
7 him, as Matth. xxii. 15.) And it is equally true, that, as he per. 
9 ceived their Craftineſs, and rebuked them for it; ſo he gave them 
1 an Anſwer that diſappointed them: For they could not take hold 
wot of his Words before the People; and they marvelled at his Anſwer, | 


d: which was the malicious Errand they had been ſent out upon: 


- Words; for then their wicked Errand had been zo more than to 
d underſtand what he ſpoke, which is abſurd: But the meaning 
* is, That they could not entangle him, or make an Handle of 
ta. his Words againſt him. . x” 1 
d However, for che farther opening of this Caſe, it is needful 
5 to obſerve, That, when propoſing the Queſtion, as they deceit- 


of 8. haveproveked them, but the contrary z and, belides, they were ſent 
2 2 take hold of his Words, ſo as to deliver him unto the Power and 
te Aubority of the Governor, who ruled ander and for Caſar, and be- 


And fo it is plain, that they could not preſently have any Thing 


hat and held their Peace. Their Diſappointment, then, did ly here, 
chat hey could not take hold of his Words before the People, 


ke ly introduced themſelves by profeſſing that he did not accebe 
tie perſon M any; fo, they did not want that our Lord ſhould 
as W own: Ce/ar's Title, as if hereby he would raiſe the People againſt 

= -imſelf;” for there is no Ground given to ſuppoſe that this would 


fore whom, therefore, they durſt not accuſe any for owning Caſar. 


- in View, but that either he ſhould expoſe himſelf to the Pains a 
of the Roman Law, by diſowning Caeſar's Title; or, that h 


: And this does not fignify, that they could not anderſtand his 


„ | ſhould owzit in ſuch Terms as would reflect or encroach upon 


„ the Privileges of the Jewiſh Church and Religion, ſo as they 
might deceirfully forge an Accuſation againſt our Lord Jeſus be- 


> | fore the Governor, upon the Matters of their Law. But in a» 
p 1 ſuch Expectations our Lord diſappointed them: For, in his 
ay Anſwer, he acknowledged Caſar's Title; and, by annexing, at 

'5 | © the ſome Time, the Command of rendering unto God the Things 
d | which be God's, he Preſerved the Regard and Obedience that 
2 were due unto God, in his Being and Inſtitutions, and determined 
F ja Manner and Meaſure of Obedience unto Caſar, fo as, | 


Avey ronld wor take hold of his Words beſors th 
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however they might be rebubed by ir, they could nor find Faris 
With ic. Thus, he diſappointed their wicked Deſign in all reſpeffs. 
People; they - 
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could not find him chargeable with any Encroachment upon ei. 
ther Civit or Eccleſiaſtick Law; nor durſt they alledge any ſuch 
Thing, while the People were preſent and capable of centra- 
dlicling ſo falſe an Accuſation. And now, they were not only 
- ſilent, but they marvelled at bis Anſwer: There was Divine 
Wiſdom in it, worthy of the Son of God, and worthy to be mar- 
velled at, as it would have been every Way anworthy of him, 
and wpworthy of being marvelled at, if his Words had con- 
tained u Wiſdom but what lies in Ambiguity, Shifting, or E- 
A quivocation. But, again, 1 1 | 
2. To alledge, chat this was the Caſe here, would be an ufin 
too much Freedom with the Perſon and Perfettion of Jeſus Chriſt 
He might indeed have lawfully refuſed to anſwer their captious 
Queſtion, had he ſeen meet; but, to impute a ſhifting or equivo- 
tal Anſwer unto our Lord, is to reproach and blaſpheme him. 
For, either Ceſar had not a juſt Title, or he had: It he had not, 
then a ſhifting Anſwer would have, at leaſt, diſſembled and palli- 
ated Sin, inſtead of tending to reclaim from it: If he had, then 
ſuch an Anſwer would have, at leaſt, diſſembled and diſhonoured 
Truth, inſtead of declaring and recommending it. Beſides, rhe 
Anſwer given plainly bears the Shape and Force of a Command: 
And it muſt be very diſbonouring unto the Perſon and Perfection 
| of Chriſt, to fix upon him an ambignous and ſhifting Command, | 
or a Command that commands no certain thing. Again, 
3. To ſuppoſe, that our Lord's Anſwer ſhifts the Queſtion, 
would be an uſing Violence upon the Words; for, Shifting is in. 
conſiſtent with the very Nature of a Command: And farther, it 
is remarkable, that, 5 "= „ 
(..) Our Lord begins to confound his crafty Examiners, by 
enquiring at them anent the Coin of their current Money, (as the 
Tribute Money could have no Coin diſtin from other Money). 
and he finds, out of their own Mouth, that it bore Geſar's I. 
mage and Superſcription: Thus he draws from themſelves both _ 
an Evidence and Acknowledgment of Ceſar's Dominion over them. 
(i.) He immediately brings this in as à Reaſon of the Com- 
mand, Render THEREFORE unto Ceſar the things which be Ce- 
- far's. And this Word [therefore] can have no Reaſoning in it, 
and the Form and Strength of the whole Argument muſt be de- 


'  firoyed, unleſs it be underſtood to intimate; that the Command * 


is brought in as agreeing unto, and as an Inference from what 
had been immediately before confeſſed, viz. That the Maney 
bore Ceſar's Image and Superſcription. Now the Command cal 


not poſſibly agree unto, or be an Inference from this, unleſs it 
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3 
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our Lord lad lad, Ceſar is actually, and by. ths-Nazion's 
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ſent, your Supreme Civil Kuler, as 


Dnly all your Money, yet it is a plain Evidence of his ſai Superiori- 
vine ty, and your Subjection: Therefore render unto Cæſar wharſos 
dar- ever is incumbent upon Subjects, and, particularly, Tribute; 46 


im, MW unto all this he has a lawful Right. — Bur, ly 
(3-) Abſtracting from the Connection, theſe Words, Render 
E. unto Cæſar the things which be Caſar's, can mean nothing at all, 


if they mean not, That Ceſar had a Civil Right; that there were 


in things thus belonging unto him. And, moreover, to deny-this, 
1 would not only be the utmoſt Violence upon thir Words, but 


ous would allo force a Meaning upon the next Words, groſiy errone- 

vo- aus, which could not be aſcribed unto our Lord without Blaſphe ? 
im. my. For, if Cæſar's Right be undetermined here, then Gods 
zot, Right is andetermined in the following Words, viz. And unto © 


li- God the things which be God's. If there be, Ambiguity in any 
1en of theſe Clauſes, there muſt be in both; for both God's Righe 


red and Ce/ar*s are in the ſame Terms aſſerted: And this is, of itſelf, 


the a ſufficient Argument againſt interpreting our Lord's Words, as 


4. equivocal, which ſome have done; that thereby he is brought 


ion in as ſhifting, and calling in queſtion the Prerogatives of his Fa- 


vd, her, before that Generation, which ſtood in peculiar Need of 1 


A uite other Doctrine. = 1 ; 

mn. Thus, that our Lord enjoined Subjection by Individuals unto 
in. Ceſar, particularly, in paying Tribute, has been cleared: Yea, in 
ic doing ſo, he proceeds upon zo other or better Qualification in Cæ- 


ar, than that he was actually and allowedly in Power over the 
by Fewiſh Nation, as appearing, particularly, by the Coin of their 


he # Aorey. And it muſt be granted, that the Command is of equal 


y) Force in all parallel Caſes; and that, therefore, it plainly agrees 
J. | to the Principle here maintained by the Presbytery. 
th The Precepts already inſiſted on, were given unto the Jewiſh 


m. People as a ſpecial Rule of Duty toward Civil Rulers; and, as 
m- | ſuch, they were immediately handed down. to Chriſtians, in theſg 
Churches that were planted by the Apoſtles. But the Divine 


it, Care, in providing for their Eſtabliſument in this Duty, againſt 


e. . all Temptations, did not reſt here. The Apoſiles of our Lord, 
14 | and by his Counſel, were not ignorant or forgetful of Satans 
Devices, in improving every Handle, for tempring {uch as he 
cannot detain in Profanity, to turn over into ſome apparent Pu- 


nary Handles which that ſubtle Adverſary had for tempting theſe 
riſtians unto ſuch an Extreme, in throwing oft all Civil Con- 


tera with ſuch Rulers as they had then ado with; the Apoſtles 
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pears, among other things |} 
ſuch from this, that the Money ye uſe bears his Image and Superſeri- 
tra- prion; for tho? this be not a Mark of his having the Property of 


IS 
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rity of their own Invention. And, conſidering the extraordi- 


©, Were 
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were, therefore, ſpecially * to build ſome neu and very 
rong Bulwarks, for Defence at this Quarter, and which are of 
fanding Uſe in all Ages againſt any ſuch Errors and Miſtakes, 
Thus, 3 57 N | 8 
ITRER fs another Precept, very expreſs unto the Purpoſe in 
Hand, which is declared, Rom. xiii. 1. being alſo explained and 
confirmed downwards unto the 8th Verſe of that Chapter; Let 
every Soul be ſubjett unto the higher Powers, &c. | 
The preſent: Deſign neither requires nor permits, that theſe 


Verſes be expounded; either wholly, or according to the Order 
in which they ly: But it is need ful briefly to lay open and vindicate | 


the Eſtabliſhment they give unto the Principle now aſſerted; ſo 
as any who will wreſt them, againſt the expreſs Warning, 2 Pet. 
Hi. 16, 17. may be left inexcujeable. And, for this End, there 
muſt be ſome /eparate Conſideration of four things, whereunto 
the Matter ob theſe Verſes is reduceable, viz. The Objects of the 
Command, the Dat commanded, the Obſects of this Duty, and 
the Reaſons whereby it is enforced. ve 

- 1220, The Objects of the Command are called every Soul; by 


ly, all'zheſe, at this Time, in Rome, who had embraced the Chri- 
flian Profeſſion, The whole Epiſtle was ſpecially directed unto 
them; and, in the zd, 4th, 5th and 6th Verſes of this Chapter, 
the Apoſtle expreſiy inculcates the Duty commanded upon them, 
in the Pronouns, Thou, thee, you, and ye. 


of what Men can owe, even unto any Civil Superiors, 4s. ſuch. 


It is, in general, to be ſubject, Ver..1. particularly, in rendring 


Tribute, Cuſtom, Fear, and Honour, Verſes 6, 7. and that, 2ot 
ſlians then living in Rome. 


 then-exifting in the Roman Empire. 


Perſons at that Time in Power through the Roman Empire, and 
ſo excluding them from the proper Right of Magiſtrates he would 
chen be plainly departing from vhereripture-Precepts,/ partici 


+X 2 
2 . , 


which Expreſſion (according to Scripture Stile, the Context, 
and the Apoitle's Scope) are ſignified human Perſons; particular- 


zdo, The Duty here commanded, comprehends the whole | | 


oni for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, Ver. 5. or, not only 
from the Conſideration of Danger, but alſo of Duty. This is . 
| the wrmoſt Civil Subjection that can be due to any; and all this 
is here enjoined upon every Soul, particularly, upon all the Chri- 


3tio, The Objects of this Duty are called hig her Powers, Ver. 
I. and it is certain, that this Character doth: properly ſignify, not 
Civil Offices, but Officers; not Magiſtracy in the ab ſiract, but 
Mag iſtrates in the concrete; and, particularly, the Magiſtrates" 


Ioward the clear Perception of this, it may be conſidered, 
that, if the Apoſtle were ſpeaking without any Reſpect to the 


3 ns ＋ ; 
% , , $a 
1 1 1 aid 
WT 3 1 
Warn, „ Cs * 


13 5 
MY 3 


a nd 
re of 
akes * 


e in 
and 
Let 


heſe 


der 
cate 


ſo 
Pet, 
ere 
nto 
the 
ind 


q 7 * 


A, 
# 5 PL, n 
2 3 * 
r 


larly theſe already inſiſted on; he would be openly. contradicting 
his own inſpired Writings, Tit. iii. 1. 1 Tim, ii. 1, 2, 3. he 
would be openly condemning the conſtant and approven Tract of 
Scripture· Examples, and particularly his own, Acts xxiv. and 
xxV. Thus, alſo, he would be openly commending what is o- 
penly condemned, 2 Pet. ii. 10. Jude Ver. 8. But, moreover, 
I. To alledge, that he ſpeaks. of Magiſtracy in the abſtract, 
and not of Magiſtrates, particularly, ſuch as then were, makes 
his Language alrogether abſurd, For there is a Pluralizy here 
ſpoken of | viz. higher Powers; ] and this Plurality muſt be all f 
the ſame general Nature, becaule it is but ove and the ſame Duty ; 
which is commanded toward them all: But it is abſolutely impoſ- 


ſible and abſurd, that there ſhould be a Plurality of Abſtratts of 


the ſame general Nature, becauſe ane abſtract ching exhauſts the 
zu hole Nature of that thing. Though then, there be many 
Magiſtrates, yet Magiſtracy can be but one in Number: And to 
uſe or explain the plural Word Powers, in a Civil Senſe, and 
any other Way than as properly ſignifying Perſons in Power, is 
perſeſily abſurd, as being inconſiſtent with the Nature of things. 
Nor is it any thing leſs abſurd, to enjoin Subjection unto Aagi- 


ſtracy in the ab ſtract, becauſe it has no real Being in the abſtract, 


and it is impoſſible to be ſubject unto that which really zs not. 
In the Matter of Subjection, Magiſtracy muſt always be conſider- 
ed as ſubſiſting only in the Perſon of Rulers; and the Romans 7 


of that Tune could not be ſubject to it, but as ſub ſiſting in the 


Perſon of theſe Rulers Who then were. Agreeably unto all this, 
2. It is uſual in Scripture, that the abſtract be put for the 


concrete, as there are five Inſtances of this in one Verſe, 1 Cr. 


Miracles, 


1 © 


xii. 28. And God hath ſet ſome in the Church, 


« then Gifts of Healings, Helps, Governments, Diverſities of Tongues. > 


Bur, more particularly, when the plural. Word here tranſlated” I 


[Powers] is elſewhere uſed in Scripture, it always properly ſig- 


nifies Perſons in Power, as Luke xii. 11. Eph. iii. 10. and vi. 12. 
Col. i. 16. and ii. 15. 1 Pet. iii. 22. Tit. iii. 1. The firſt and laſs * 
of which Texts are parallel, in the preſent Caſe, unto this now 
under Conſiderations And. en eee 
3. To fix any other Meaning upon the Word here, as if the 


_ | Apoſtle were not ſpeaking of Magiftrates, particularly, ſuch as then ; 
+ Were, not only is inconſiſtent with the Nature of Things, contra- 


diffs parallel Texts of Scripture, and renders Scripture: Language 


of an «n/ix'd Senſe; bur it repreſents the Apoſile as writing need> | 
 * Tefsly, and under a ſinful and dangerous Miſtake, contrary ta 
the infallible Conduct of the Holy Spirit he was under. It is 
elential to all the Books of Scripture, that every Part of them 
Was neeafid, with reſpect to the Duty and Intereſt of Men, at has 
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very Time when they were fir/# wrote, as well as in after Ages; 
While it would be an Impeachment of God to alledge that he 
ever made axy Revelation which was of zo Ve in the Time 
r uben it was made. But, as the Paſſage of Scripture, now in- 
” fiſted upon, belongs to the Rule of Manners, what Need of it 
could the Romans then living ſtand in, if it was not. to be ap- 
plied unto them ſelves, with Reference to the Rulers then in Be- 
ing? What Manner of e could they, in his Caſe, have for 
it? How needleſs behov'd to be the Apoſtle's Labour, in giving 
a Rule of Manners, with Reaſonings and Expoſtulations there- 
anent, unto Per ſons who had no Intereſt in it, no Warrant, 
no Acceſs to meddle with it? Yea, his Miſtake, in doing ſo, 
behoved to be ſinful and dangerous: Becauſe, if it was.unlaw- 
ul for that People to apply what he wrote unto their own 
Caſe, the Manner of his Writing was calculated for leaving 
them unto, and leading them into (in. For, while he preſſeth 
and reaſons with them anent the Duty of Subjection to Higher 
'* Powers, he no where gives them the leaſt Hint, that they ought 
not thus to apply his Words; he ſays nothing to prevent their do- 
ing ſo. Yea, as appears from what has been advanced, it was 
impvſſible for them to receive his Epiſtle as Canonical, withvut mak- 
ing ſuch Application: Nor was it other ways poſſible for them to 
unde ſtand what is here written. For, 
4. ln this very Paſſage, the Apoſtle puts it beyond all Doubt, 


in Power, particularly, theſe whom the Romans had then ado 
with; ſo that his Words do openly reſect any other Senſe. For, 
when giving a Reaſon of Subjection to theſe ſame higher Powers, 


"MINISTER of God, 
zijn Vain, ————— a REVENGER vo execute Wrath upon him 


and it is as plain, that he ſpeaks immediately of the Rulers ho 


(Ea, a Word denoting real and preſent Exiſtence) Powers that 
ARE ordained; and, all along, he ſpeaks of the Powers and 
Power, in the preſent Time, as Perſons then actually in Office. 
' Accordingly, ho inculcates Subjection in its ſeveral Parts, as the 
Duty of theſe very Chriſtians hen in Rome, and as a preſent 


bute; ==—— Render Tribute, —— Cuſtom, — — 
Fear, Honour, And that Paul ſhould enjoin, or they 


Ireſent Rulers, is altogether abſurd and inconctivable. 


chat, when mentioning higher Powers, he properly means Perſons 


he calls them RULERS, verſ. 3. and God's MINISTERS, verſ. 
S. and, ſpeaking individually of the Power, he calls him the _ 
—— He that beareth not the Sword 

that doth Evil, verſ. 4. There can nothing be plainer than this; 


 zhen were. For, verſ. 1. he calls them Powers THAT BE 


Duty; while, verl. 6, 7. he ſays unto them, Pay YOU Tri. 


\ Fendertake the preſent Performance of ſuch Things, except toward 
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And, now, that the Spirit of God, by Paul, did hexe enjoin 


Civil Subjection, in its full Latitude and all its Parts, upon the 3 


Chriſtians then in Rome, toward Rulers then in the Roman Em- 
pire, is ſo certain and manifeſt that it mult be aſtoniſhing if any 
Doubt were entertained anent it. 3 5 | | 
4to0, The Reaſons of this Duty, which are here improven, come _ 
next to be conſidered: And theſe are generally zwoz The firſs 
whereof lies in the original Inſtitution of Civil Magiſtrates, Veri. 
I, 2. and the ſecond in their Duty, and Adminiſtration, Verſ. 
3, 4, 6. And it muſt be firſt obſerved, that to reſuſe any Thing 
already proven, particularly, the Precept of Subjection, Verl. 
I, 5, 7. as having an immediate Reſpect unto Magiſtrates in the 
concrete and theſe in the Roman Empire, upon Pretence of any 
inſuperable Difficulty in applying unto them what is aſſerted in 
the Reaſons of Subjection now before us, not only implies an 
heavy Roflection upon the Apoſtle, as writing Falſhood, or no 
Way to he Prrfels: but, it is a plain and open Abuſe of theſe 
very Reaſons. For it is eſſential unto the Nature of Reaſons, 


Thing is for which they are advanced; orherways they are ad- 
vanced for nothing, of we know not for what, and ſo are 10 
Reaſons at all, can have no Light in them, nor caſt Light upon 
any Thing, Thus, in the preſent Caſe, before the Reaſons of 


the Command be noticed, ir muſt firſt be determined who are 


the Objects of the Command, what is the Duty cominanded, 


poſe theſe Things to be already determined, el therefore, can 
give no Help in determining them; and, wh the Determina- 
tion is once made, no Ojection can be brought from the Rea- 
ſons againſt it; becauſe, in the Naturè of the Thing, it muſt 
be the Standard for trying the Reaſons; and not they for trying 
it, but only for illuſtrating and confirming it. The Senſe, then 
of thir Reaſons, Verl. 1, 2, 3, 4,6. muſt be regulated by the 

Things already proven: And to proceed otherways, is to wreſt 
thir Dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, to caſt the whole Matter looſe, 
and moſt unreaſonably deny Scripture that common Juſtice 


Subjection, in its full Latitude, and all its Parts, is here enjoin- 
ed upon the Chriſtians then in Rome, toward Rulers then in the 
Roman Empire; and this hath been ſo far manifeſted, that there 
is no Room left, in any Event, for coming back upon it. If, 
therefore, there ſhould ſeem any inſuperable Difficul:y in apply- 


Y ing unto ſuch Magiſtrates the Characters here given of the high - 


er Powers; nothing remains unto one, who would deal ræve- 
Hhe Oracles of God, but to believe the certain Evidence 


N * HF bs. aa 


that they ſuppoſe it to be already concluded upon, what the 


and who are the Objects of that Duty. The Reaſons muſt ſup- 


which all Language requires. Moreover, it is certain, that Civil 


chat theſe indeed are the Perſons 


theſe Roman Powers, by advancing any Thing which was not 
applicable unto them, is ſufficiently plain. For, : 

The firſt Reaſon of Subjection lies in the original Inſtitution 
of Civil Magiſtrates, as expreſſed Vert: 1. For there is no Power 
but of Ggd, the Powers: that be are erdained of God. Here, then 
it is aflerted, That the Pewers that BE (viz. the Rulers preſent- 
ly in the Roman Empire) are ordained of God. Yea, it is far- 
ther aſſerted, That there is NO Power (viz. no Civil Magiſtrate) 
but of God, viz. in a Way of Ordination. Now, this ſays not, 
that Men, who are of ſuperior Place in Civil Society, by bare 
Poſſeſſion or mere Force, are, as ſuch, ordained of God: For 
theſe are not Powers in a moral Senſe, and the Text {peaks on- 
ly of all that are ſo; or of al! thoſe who are in the Potleſhon and 


| Exerciſe at Magiſtracy by the Will and Conſent of Civil Society, 


as theſe only do properly fall under the Denomination of Ma- 
giſtrates. Such, yca, all ſuch, are here ſaid to be ordained of God. 
And they are ſo, not merely in reſpect of Providential Dijpen- 
ſation, but alſo of preceptive Inſtitution: For, the Remainder of 
natural Light, in the moral Dictates of right Reaſon, is the na- 
tural and eternal Law of God, Now, this Divine Law, not 
only endues Men, in their preſent Eſtate, with a natural In- 
clination to Civil Society and Government, but it preſcribes unto 
them an indiſpenſible Neceſſity of erecting and maintaining the 


fame in ſome Form, as a moral Duty, the Obligation and Be- 
nefit whereof no Wickedneſs in them can looſe or forfeit, And, 
therefore, wherever they voluntarily conſtitute or conſent unto W 
any Form of Civil Government, under the Rule of any par- 


ticular Perſons, whatever Sin be in the Circumſtances of this 


their Deed, with reſpe& to the Government or Governors 
which they conſtitute or conſent unto ; yet the Deed itſelfß, or 
the Subſtance of the Deed, is always in Conſequence of, and 


agreeable ro God's Law; wherefore, their Govefnors, as ſuch 
and in the Subſtance of the Matter, are ordained of God, accords 


ing to that Law; and this is that Divine Ordination which the 


meant, and to reſt in an humble 
Confeſſion of Ignorance as to how they come to be ſo ſpoke of. 
| However, that, in thir Reaſons, the Apoſtle doth no way 
> - contradift or darken the Command of Subjection as reſpeCing | 


Apoſtle aſcribes to all Magiſtrates, as ſuch, and, particularly, 


unto theſe ot his Day in the Roman Empire; while, whatever 


diſtinguiſning Qualifications or Approbation God may beſtow * E nh 


upon ſome, yet no Civil Magiſtrates in the World can have a- 


ny other Sort of Divine Ordination. And; as this did belong 


unto theſe Roman Magiſtrates, juſtly therefore does the Apoſtle I 
argue, with Application to them, Ver, 2. That whoſoever ah J 
. * | . yo | I bo 3 5 25 8 Th | ſiſtetiz 1 * : 


n 


fo 


ſifteth the Power (viz. the Civil Magiſtrate, «fe refilleth © 


the Ordinance of God: And they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to 
themſelves Damnation, or be condemned on this Account. | 

The /econd Reaſon of Subjection lies in the Daty and Admi- 
niſtration of Civil Magiſtrates, as expreſſed Verſes 3, 4, 6. For 
Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, but to the Evil, Milt thou 
then not be afraid of the Power ? Do that which is good, and 
thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame: For he 1s the Miniſter of 
God unto thee for Good. But, if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid; for he beareth not the Sword in vain: For he is the Mi- 


niſter of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that doth 


CUU —— For they are God's Miniſters, attending continu- 
ally upon this very Thing. | 


Now, for laying open the Force of this Reaſon, and obviat- 


ing any ſeeming Difficulty, in applying the things here ſaid unto 
Magiſtrates, particularly, ſich as ruled among the Romans in 
Paul's Day, the following Conſiderations may ſuffice. oh 

I. The publick Good of ourward and common Order in alli 
reaſonable Society, unto the Glory of God, is the great and only 


- 


End, which thele inveſted with Magiſtracy can propoſe, in a 


ſole Reſpe& unto that Office: And as, in proſecuting this End, 


civilly, according to their Office, it is only over Mens good and 


evil Works that they can have any Inſpection; fo, it is only over 


theſe which they muſt needs take Cogniſance of, for the ſaid pu- 
blick Good; while, at the ſame time, their doing ſo muſt be in 
ſuch a Manner, and proceed ſo far allenarly, as is requiſite for 


that End; without aſſuming any Lordſhip immediately over 


Mens Conſciences, or making any Encroachment upon the ſpecial 


Privileges and Buſineſs of the Church. And, moreover, as the 


whole Iuſtitution and End of their Office, are cut out by, and ly 


within the Compaſs of natural Principles; it were abſurd to 


ſuppoſe, that there could or ought to be any Exerciſe thereof to- 


: ward its End, in the foreſaid Circumſtances, bur what can be 
: argued for, and defended, from natural Principles ; as indeed 
there is nothing ſpecially allotted and allowed unto Magiſtrates, 
by the Word of God, and the Confeſſions of the Reformed Church. 


es, but what can be ſo. Now, it muſt be agreeably to all 


2. What the Apoſtle, thus aſcribes unto Magiſtrates, is, in 
ſome meaſure, competent unto all ſuch, in every Nation or 


State; and it always was ſo, particularly, unto theſe in the R- 
„ Empire, of whom he immediately ſpcaks, as may be ſeen, 
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* THIS, that the Apoſtle fignifies Magiſtrates to be God's Miniſters 
+ for Good, concerning themſelves with good and evil Works, in a 
Way of Terror, Praiſe, or Revenge; for he does ſo in a ſole Re- 

ſpect unto their Civil Office. | | 2 Bf 


a _ os kts 1 7 
Acts xxv. 16. True indeed, wu Advantage, in this Caſe, lies 
ver) far on the Side of ſuch, as have Occahon to exerciſe their 
Office for promoting che Church's public Good; while, at the 
ſame time, they are privileged with, and endeavour to diſcharge 
| their other ſpecial Buſineſs, as well as this, according to the full 
' Diſcovery which God's Word hath made of theſe natural Prin- 
| ciples that comprehend the due Exerciſe of their Office, as well 
as its Inſtitution and End. However, as all Magiſtrates have 
ſtill enjoyed ſome Diſcovery of theſe, in the Dictates of Reaſon z 
and as they have always had Occaſion, and been obliged to im- 
prove the ſame for the Good of Civil and Natural Society, in 
what the Apoſtle here deſcribes; fo there never were, nor could 
be any Magiſtrates, or Perſons in Civil Power by the Will of their 
People, but in whoſe Adminiſtration ſomething of this took 
Place; in fo much, as thereby God has been pleaſed to preſerve 
ſome external Order and Equity in the World, and to reſtrain 
Mankind from becoming altogether as the Filhes of the Sea, the 
greater devouring the le/s. And this was zow the Cafe, with 
reference to theſe Roman Magiſtrates, whom the Apoſtle has par- 
ticularly in his Eye. ; | ; 
3. The Apoſtle is here ſpeaking of theſe Rulers allenarly as 
fuch, abſtracting from every other View of them, either good or 
Sad. For, every thing he ſays of them was truly: and only ve. 
. rified in their Civil Office and Adminiſtration. Thus, he ſays 
not a Word, nor any way enters into the Queſtion, anent their 
perſonal Character or Qualifications, moral or religious; though 
undoubredly there was, at leaſt, much Evil about them in, this 
Reſpect. Again, he takes no manner of Notice anent their being 
chargeable with any Mal- Adminiſtrations, either in a Way of 
Omiſſion or Commiſſion, though yet it was certain that there 
never were nor could te any Magiſtrates, either wholly or near 
Wholly, free of theſe, and without having much or any thing 
in their Adminiſtration, Sides what preciſely anſwersthe fair Cha. 
rafter he now gives of them therein. It is evident, then, that the 
Apoſtle, without refuſing that there were many other, and many 
contrary things to be ſaid anent them, ſpeaks of them allenarly as 
Rulers, or as in the lawful Poſſeſſion of ruling Power, and in ſo far 
as truly exerciſing the ſame. In a Word, tho* there were many 
things different, odious and oppoſite to be ſeen about them, yet 
he does not purſue his preſent Conſideration of them any far-' 
ther, than as they were truly wearing, and found walking 
within the proper Compaſs and Limits of Magiſtracy: Their 
Practice did not always anſwer theſe things; their actual Atten- 
dance thereunto was far from being continua: But theſe things 
were true, and always true of them, conſidered in che lawful 
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lies poſſeſſion of, and ſo far as truly exerciſing Civil Power; their | | 
** Attendance, in this Reſpect, was continually unto theſe ver 
the things, becauſe altogether conſin d thereunto. And now, the a. 
gc poſtlewas, at this Time, directed by the Spirit of God, to repre- 
Full ſent Magiſtrates purely in the above Shape, and that for very: 


rr good Reaſons and wile Purpoſes: viz. 

ell (1.) His proper Scope toward the Romans here, was to incul - 

Ve WW cate upon them the Duty of Subjection unto Magiſtrates; aud this 

* could not lead him out to conſider ſuch any other Way, than 

m- preciſely as ſuch. : oY 

in (2.) For ſatisfying the Romans anent the Reaſonableneſs and 

ld Neceſſity of Subjection unto Magiſtrates, nothing could be more: 

eir ſerviceable than the Deſcription he now gave of them, while it 

ok manifeſts how wholſome,' valuable and neceſſary are the Purpo+ 

ve ſes of their Inſtitution and true Adminiſtration, wherewith a- 

lin lone Subjection properly concurs: And his confining himſelf, ae 

he preſent, unto this Deſcription, was a very fit Mean for getting 

th a due Regard unto their Office, and unto them in their true 

ar- Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe thereof, ſo rivetted upon the Minds of 
thir Romans, as it might not be extinguiſhed by but overbalance 

as any Temptation they could be under, to refuſe them due Obedi - 

or ence, on account of what groſs Evils they were other ways charge- 

'c- able with. . NY 


(3. ) It is evident, that, while the Apoſtle diſcourſes; in the 
preſent Caſe, about Magiſt rates purely as ſuch, without noticing 
any Thing good or bad anent their private Character and Qua- 
lifications, moral or religious, or anent their Mal- Adminiſtration; 
his Deſign was, to let the Romans ſee, that however deep a 
Concern they orherways had with them, in theſe perſonal Re= 
' ſpecs; yet, in the Caſe of Subjection unto their lawful Com- 
mands, they were to abſtract from all Conſideration of them, 
except as ſuch, or as truly poſſeſſing and exerciſing Civil Pow. 
er, confining themſelves unto this View of them allenarly. 

(4.) At the ſame Time, the Manner of the Apoſtle's Argu- 
ment was calculated for diſcovering unto the Romans the 
whole Caſes wherein they had any Concern with Magiſtrates, by | 
Way of Subjection, viz. in ſo far only as they anſwer the Cha- 
racers here given: And it was farther calculated for cautioning 
the Romans againſt carrying Subjection the Length of any ſin- 


— Jul Compliance with them. For, as, in the Matter of Subjection, 
g the Romans had ado only with the true Concerns of their pu- ® 
r | Glick Office; ſo whatever perſonal. Evils\they were chargeable 
„with, whether in their private Character and Conduct, or in 
- hh their Mal- Adminiſtrations (as the Evils thereof cannot cleave _| 
1 . unto their Office, but their Perſona) all theſe they were to op-  Þ 
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3 poſe, contend, and reftify againſt, according to their Callings, 
- Knowledge, and Acceſs. And the Apoſtle not only leaves Room 
for all this, but implicitely holds out the Neceſſity thereof, while 


be preſcribes and admits of »o Compliance with them, ſave in ſt1 
the Caſes expreſſed. $22 5 th 
And now, it is altogether evident, that, in the Reaſons ly 
of Suͤbjection, Verſ. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. the Apoſtle is /o far from Ri 
} contradicting or darkening the Command of Subjection unto | 
the higher | Powers, Verſ. 1, 5, 7. as immediately reſpecting Su 
the Roman Powers or Magiſtrates of his Day, by advancing fo 
any Thing that was not applicable to them; that, on the con- G. 
F zrary, by thir Reaſons, and what is advanced therein, he no- 
tably explains, illuſtrates, and eſtabliſhes that Command, in 5. 
reference to theſe Powers; ſo as he could not nave diſcourſed pl 
thereanent in any Shape more ſuitable and pat to the Purpoſe, . 
Moreover, whenthe Apoſtle charged and perſwaded the Chri- re 
tians in Rome, to ſubject themſelves unto the Roman Magiſtrates; 
he thereby obliged them to conclude, not only that all other jet 
Chriſtians and People in the Roman Empire were bound unto Ro 
the ſame Thing; bur alſo, that whatever Magiſtrates any Civil pc 
State acknowledged, were to be thus ſubjected unto throughout ih 
the ſame: For the Roman Magiſtrates could have no Tile in ſie 
this Caſe, but what was common unto all theſe in their ſeveral it 
Dominions, nor any better Title, in reſpe& to Chriſtians than in 
orbers; and fo the Reaſons, whereby the Apoſtle urgeth Subje- A 
ction to the Roman Magiſtrates, were as pleadable, unto the P. 
ſame Extent, in the Caſe of all theſe others; as indeed he je 
fignifies by the general Aſſertion, There is no Power but of W 
God. Accordingly, when the Rule of Duty, that has been in- th 
fiſted on, was ſpecially directed unto all the Chriſtians in Heme, ci. 
it was allo (in the general Nature and eſſential Deſign of Holy 
Seripture) given forth as a Rule of Duty unto all Chriſtians ''| in 
in the World; plainly teaching, That all Men, but they eſpe - 51 
cially, ought to be ſubject, not only for Wrath, bur alſo for 1 N 
Conſcience Sake, unto all Magiſtrates preſently acknowledged as 
by the Civil State they belong to, and that in every lawful: Ad- 4 
miniſtration; as, at the ſame Time, they are bound to conrend N fo 
and zeſtify againſt all the Corruptions and Evils, private or pu- af 
blick, wherewith any of theſe Magiſtrates are chargeable; and . 
| that 9 to their Callings, Knowledge, and Acc. Now, 10 
cis is all and no more than what the Presbytery a firms, witng cl 
reſpect to the preſent Civil Government, as plainly taught in this * 
Patſage of the Epiſtle to the Romanum. C 
The 5 Precept that ſhall be improven for the Eſtabliſn- ap 
| -Þ 


ment of this. Principle, is expreſſed It, iii. 1. Put them inn 
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| fide ſome Reaſons advanced to this Purpoſe, on Rom. xni. 1,) 


intended, being actually the ſame, cannot have different Objects. 


cCially reſpented, in the Charge here given to Titus. 


Ml,giſtrates, is evident at the firſt Reading of this Text: And, 
as the ſame runs parallel unto, and confirms the whole Interpre- 


ons as are thereupon advanced, it muſt be underſtood as equally | 


_. trates are over them, by Conſent of the Civil State they be- 
long to. Upon the whole, it is undeniable, that Paul here 


E Rc: The laſt Precept that ſhall be argued from to this Purpeſe; 
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Mind to be ſubjebt to Principalities and Powers, to obey 
ſtrates, to be ready to every good Work. +," "—_ 
It is quite undeniable, that, in theſe Words, the Apoſtle Þ 
ſtrictly charges Titus, to inculcate or preſs upon the Chriſtians - ? 
then in Crete, the Duty of univerſal Subjection and Obedience, on- 
ly in Matters lawful, unto Magiſirates who then wete in the 
Roman Empire. Y: L 5 7 
I. They, upon whom he is charged to inculcate the Duty of 
Subjection and Obedience, were the Chriſtians then in Crete; 
for it was among them that Titus laboured in the Work ot the 
Goſpel, and them only could he now put in mind. 8 
2. e is charged to preſs upon them the Duty of uni verſal 
Subjection and Obedience, only in lawful Matters; for, this is 
plainly the Amount of being ſubject and obeying, in a Way of 
Readineſs unto every good Work; which is a Thing quite diffe. 
rent from, and oppoſite unto any ſinful Compliances. 
3. He is charged to inculcate upon them the Duty of ſuch Sub- 
jection and Obedience, unto Magiſtrates who then were in the 
Roman Empire: For, it is exprelly Magi/trazes, whom the A. 
poſtle points out as the Objects of this Duty; and it muſt 'be 
theſe allo whom he calls Principalities and Powers, feeing (be- 


_ 
Magi- 


it is ſelf evident, that the Civil Subjection and Obedience here 


1 


Again, it is not ſo much as ſuppoſable, that, at this Time, either 
Paul ſhould intend, or Titus preſs, or they could practiſe Sub- 


jection and Obedience unto any Magiſtrates, but ſuch as then 
were: And, as thir Cretians belonged to the Roman Empire, 
the Magiſtrates in that Empire, then being, muſt needs be ſpe- 


*% 


How deep a Concern the Apoſtle erertained and recom» | 
mends to Titus, anent the Up. ſtirring of theſe Chriſtians unto 
Suhjection and Obedience in Matters lauful, to the foreſaid 


tation of the other Paſſage Rom. xiii. I, &c. ſo, for ſuch Rea- 
applicable unto all People, with reference ro whatever Magi» 
charges Titus to teach and preach that very ſame Principle, 


which this Presbytery maintain with reference to the preſens 
Civil Government. - : Py _ 
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AI. 16.) chat, in Paul's kpiſtles, there are ſome Things hard to Ml Cloal 


” be underſtood. which they, that are unlearned and unſtable Spiri 
màureſt; ſo he takes care to prevent this, particularly, in reſpect of 6 


the Paſlages that have been conſidered, while he gives notable Que 
Explication and Confirmation thereunto, by what 1s expreſſed, Offi 
I. Epiſt ii. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. e P41) 7. 

What is ſpoken, in theſe Verſes, to the preſent Caſe, hath of tf 
been moſtly met with already, all that needs be faid farther, (hall teac 


be comprehended in the Remarks following. q Jaw) 
1. Thar the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking immediately of Perſons no h 

in Power, particularly, ſuch as then were, or could :hen be ſub- dily 
mitted unto, cannot be refuſed, without an open Contradiction then 
unto, and Contempt of Holy Scripture. | vere 

© 2. He gives an infallible, and the only habile Mark, where- his 
by. to know what Perlons in Power were ordained of God; mai 
While he teaches (Ver. 13.) That all thoſe who are the Ordi. the 
nmance of Man, or who have a Conſtitution by the Conſent of and 
| Civil Society, are to be ſubmitted unto for the Lord's ſake, or, as juſt 
having an Inſtitution from him. | the 
3. What is to underſtood Rom. xit!, 1 and Tyr. iii. 1. is here mu 
expteſſed, viz. a Diſtinction of thele Perſons in Power, or Ma- and 
giſtrates into ſupreme and ſubordinate, Verl. 13. 14. The King Tel 

is ſupreme (a Word of the ſame Derivation and Meaning with Ret 
Sovereign, as they can differ only in Sound and Grammatical Con- | 
ſtruction, both ſignifying, in this Caſe, the chief Civil Magi- Da: 
cg while Governors ate ſen; by him, and ſo ſubordinate unto 2 
im. '» . the 

4. He determines the whole Matter in reſpect of which they the 

were to be ſubmitted unto, viz. ihe Puniſhment of Evildders, and 4 
the Praiſe of them that do well, Ver. 14. Rowever ſeldom « W dul 
they were inclined or employed this Way, yet the ſupreme Pow- De 
er of the King, and the Commiſſion of Governors, could merally "-- 
extend no farther: And thus it was only in ſo far as employed ter 
this way, that the King was to be conſidered as ſupreme, and K led 
Governors as ſent by him, and both ſubmitted to accordingly. is 

| 5- The Apoſtle plainly ſuppoles, Ver. 15. that Chriſhans rel 
were then charged with Non. Submiſſion to the King and Go- be 
vernors. tho' but ignorantly by fooliſh Men, probably becauſe 55 
they refuſed ſinful Compliances : He therefore informs them of w: 
the Will of God, That, notwithſtanding their Chriſtian Freedom, mt 
they ſhould pur theſe Perſons to Silence, by outſhining them pr 
in Submiſſion as to Mell doing. And he gives a notable Enforce« tic 
ment unto this Duty, by telling, Verſe 16. That, in neglecting | th 
he ſame (on however ſpecious Pretences) they would not be 8 
bing their Chriſtian Liberty as the Servants of God, but 4 55 I at. 
D = Rp SOR es OR EM Cigar f 
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dily become quite alienated from any actual Connection with 


verence God's Inſtitution in the Office theſe Perſons bore, and 


Debate, viz. That all Perſons, and, particularly, the Lord's 


ters lawful, unto any Magiſt rate who is, and while he js acknow- 


was, upon the Matter, originally taught by the fith Command-. 
preſly inculcated upon the Jewiſh People, from one Genera- 


| the Roman State; yea, moreover, that beſides the continued Do 
ctrine of theſa Precepts, the Holy Ghoſt has been more eſpecially 
* f 
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Cloak of Maliciouſneſs; . N ſome Venom of their own + | 

irits. | T5 „ IG 9 | 
5 85 He orders them to yield ſuch Submiſſion, without farthger 
Queſtion, to every Ordinance of Man, every Perſon in Civil! 
Office by the Will of Society. And. N 

7. That he might prevent their ſcrupling to do ſo, on account 
of the Unworthineſs or Wickedneſs of any of theſe Perſons, he 
reaches, That Submiſſion to them in Well: doing, or in Matters 
Jawful, ſhould be ſtudied for the Lord's ſake. If they were to loox 
no higher than the Perſons of theſe Men, their Hearts might re- 


them; bur it was neceſſary they ſhould look up unto, and re- 


his Sovereign Will in chooſing to make any Uſe of them, for 
maintaining any Thing of publick Order that was to be found in 
the World. And thus, being weaned: from their own Spirits, 
and walking in self Denial, they behoved to cheriſh any Thing 
juſt in the Civil Adminiſtration, by ſubmitting thereunto, from 
the powerful Conſideration of their being obteſted to do this 
much for the Lord's ſake; yea, to do it heartily, as tothe Lord, 
and not unto Men; while this can no Way interfere with a due 
Teſtimony againſt prevailing Evils, or with due Endeavours for 
Reformation. | 5 1 a 5 
Finally, What the Apoſtle here ſaid unto the Chriſtians of his 
Day, doth equally agree unto the Caſe of all, with reſpect to 
whatever Magiſtrates are ſuſtain'd by the Civit Body whereof 
they are Members: And this is all that the Presbytery affirms in 
the prejent Caſe. eee 
And, now, it fully appears, what is the harmonious and in- 
dubitable Verdict of Scripture. Precepts, upon the Queſtion in 


People, ought to render Subjection and Obedience in all Mat- 


ledged as ſuch, by the Civil State they belong to; being what 
is every Way conſiſtent, yea, connected with due Faithfulneſs, in 
reference to theſe Corruptions where with the Magiſtrate may 
be chargeable. 


The cleareſt Evidence hath been given, that this Duty, which 
ment, was alſo, by ſome Precepts branched out therefrom, ex- 


tion to another, and even after they were incorporated with 


at Pains, by ſome ochers, for preventing any Tranjgreſſion, Neglect 
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3 or Forget fulne /s of this Duty among Chriſtiant. And, as that 
Princible which the Presbytery here aſſerts, conſiſteth merely in 
a particular Maintenance ot this Duty, it is ſufficiently manifeſt, 
that the ſaid Principle only maintains a Duty which is expreſly 
4 taug ht by Seripture-Precepts; yea, that ſingular Care has been, 
all along, taken in Scripture, for keeping this Principle alive in 
the Faith and Practice of the Lord's People. 
- Aﬀeer all, it is affecting and aſtoniſhing, to ſee any Oppoſition 
made unto ſuchan open and ſpecial Deſien of thei Holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture, and that under a Profeſſion of Regard to thele holy 
'  Oracles. The Precepts which have been inſiſted upon, ſpeak fo 
expreſly, ſo certainly, ſo loudly, according to the Interpretation 
that has been given of them, plainly remonſtraring againſt any 
other, that there is no Manner of Room left for heſitating there- 
anent, even tho' a Perſon ſhould remain difficulred, in appre- 
hending the Conſitency thereof with any other Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture. ; l | 1 * 
Bur ſo it is, that no Neceſſity hereof can occur, unleſs a Per. 
ſon will procure it unto himſelf: For, | 
In the firſt Place, there is no Paſſage of Scripture that ſo 
much as ſeems openly inconſiſtent with theſe Precepts, as now 
interpreted; while zo Paſſage ſo much as ſeems openly ro forbid 
what is here expreſly commanded, or to command any Thing 
directly oppoſite thereunto. And it muſt be a very intolerable 
Abuſe of Scripture, to attempt warding off the notable Light 
and Force of thir Precepts, by Paſſages that do not ſo much as 
ſeem directly oppoſite or contradiftory; while, even the? they 
did ſo, they ought to be explain'd in an Agreeableneſs to ſuch 
direct and indubitable Precepts. But, + 7 ow, | 
In the next Place, as there are many other Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, plainly homologating theſe Precepts, in the genuine Senſe 1 
that has been afligned them; ſo there are none which it is not 
very obvious that accordingly they are no ways inconſiſtent with. 
If there were any, they behoved to ly, either among approven 
Examples, or Doctrines, or Precepts. or Promiſes, or Threatnings, 
ſome way related to the general Subject in hand: Bur none ſuck 
can there be found. For, „ ͤ 8 3 
I There are no approven Examples, in the Conduct of Civil 
Members towards Magiſtrates, whereof thir Pecepts, as now | 
| Rated, offer to diſappro ve. 40> * 
Again, there are Doctrines an 


W 


ſtrates they ſhould ſer up and ſeek after; and there are ſome 
1mirable Examples recorded of Faithfulneſs and Reformation this 


| Way all which Doctrines, Precepts and Examples are 
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| d Precepts, expreſly or implicite- Y. - 
ly determining the Duty of a Civil State, as to What ſor; of Ma- 
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controverted, in full Agrecableneis ww what has been affirmed: 


genuine Senſe, are no ways inconſiſient therewith. For, as thir 
Precepts do plainly enjoin different Duties upon different Objects, 
been, ¶ teaching us /eparately to yield ſeparate Obedience, only in Mat- 
ive in ¶ ters lawful, ro whatever Magiſtrates the Civil State actually ſuſ- 

tains; ſo whatever Defects in, or Defections from their Duty 


And it is very obvious, that the above Precepts, in their foreſatd = 


ſition ¶ foreſaid, the State be other ways chargeable with, ?tis plain ſuch' -3 


0/t in ¶ Obedience only homologates that Part of their ſaid Duty, which ' 2 
holy they perform; while we are, at the ſame Time, left indiſpen? 
ak ſo ſibly 60uad, and evidently free, to exert ourſelves, by all habile 
ation Means, in zeſtifying: againſt theſe their Evils, and for getting 
any them convinced of, and reconciled unto the whole Extent of their 
here - Duty, in this Matter. t ; | v2 
pre- In the next Place, there are Doctrines and Precepts, exprelly * 
crip- W or implicitely determining the Qualificarions and Duties of Ma- 
giſtrates, as to what they ſhould be and do; and there are ſome 
Per. MW imitable Examples recorded, of ſingular Attainments this Way 
all which Doctrines, Precepts and Examples are here alſo uns 
controverted, in full Agreeableneſs to what has been affirmed: 
And it is alſo very obvious, that the above Precepts, in their 
foreſaid genuine Senſe, are no ways inconſiſtent therewith. 
For EIT TRAP 18 ; a ; 5 
- Fc As thir Precepts do plainly ſpeak to diferent Perſons, and 
anent different Things; ſo, on the one hand, the Paſſages hold- } 
ing forth theſe Qualifications and Duties of Magiſtrates, do not, 
by the remoteſt Hint, imply, That, if any way they be deficient . + 
nin, or make Deſection from the ſame, their Authority and Com- 
mands, even in Matters lawful, muſt not be ſubjected unto and 
obeyed: And, on, the other hand, theſe Precepts holding forth 
+ the Duties of Subjects, as above-ſtared, do never, by the remoteſt 
Conſequence, imply any diſpenſing with thoſe Qualiſcations and 
Duties of Magiſtrates, or any Countenancing of iheir Defects and 
feQions; but, on the contrary, they leave us bound and in full 
* Room, to teſtify againſt thè ſame, and eflay their Reformation, 
by all Methods that are habile for us. As, 
2. Magiſtrates are here always ſuppoſed to be in the actual 
and due Poſſeſſion of theſe needful and natural Abilities, which 
are common among Men. Again, they are here always ſuppoſed, 
e be actually poſſeſſing and performing theſe moral and ac. 
- quired Qualifications which they ought to have, and theſe Du. 


dies which are incumbent upon them, at leaſt, in ſome uſeful 
e and continued Degree; for all this is always in Scripture, and by 


s l People, implied in the eſſential Notion of Magiſtrates. Theres 
bdore it is onlj in reſpect of the DUE Meaſure and Performance of 
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ns and Duties, that Magiſtrates can be under 
ſtood, as at any Time, chargeable with Defects or Defections. Now Þ| that-P 
| This is indeed ſuch, as without having attained and engaging un- Fin 

to the ſame, at leaſt, in ſome hopeful and promiſing Way, no Ci. avicke 
Vil State ought to inveſt any with Magiſtracy. But, then, SUCH Wick 
”F a Meaſure and Performance of thefe Qualifications and Duties, way 
Carne; be required for the BEING of the Magiſtrate's Office, for; 
either as eſſential to it, or as a Condition of it, ſine qua non; Obli 
Firſt, it cannot be required as eſſential thereunto; for then it il A 
, "would be the ſame Thing with Magiſtracy, which is groſly ab- appe 

fſurd, and big with Abſurdities. In the next Place it cannot be ner 

required as a Condition thereof, ſine qua non, or without which abur 
one is not really a Magiſtrate, however far ſuſtained as ſuch by hold 
Civil Society; for then, no Perſon could be really a Magiſtrate, aD 
' unleſs he were ſo faultleſiy. And this is a Propoſition (which Mr. — 1 


VNoatrn's Scheme zeceſſarily lands in, if it come to any Thingat all, I 
and) which is ſo very dangerous, that it opens a Door for throw- unte 
ing off all relative Duties toward any that are not faultleſs in their imi 
relative Capacity. By this Way of Reaſoning, it will follow, that Inſt 


F Servants are not to obey their Maſters, while undutiful; tho? yor 
| yettheSpirit of God ſays (L Per. ii. 18.) Servants be ſubject to your 1 1 
| Maſters, with all Fear, not only to the good and gentle, bus alſo | 
to the froward. It is manifeſt, therefore, that the due Meaſure 
and Performance of Scriptural Qualifications and Duties, belongs 
not to the Being and Validity of the Magiſtrates Office, but 
to the WELL-BEING and Uſefulneſs thereof: But an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Magiſtrate's Authority in lawful Commands, 
doth only homologate the Being and Validity of his Office, while* 
ſuſtained by the. State: wherefore this Acknowledgment can 
never be inconſiſtent with the Neceſſity of theſe Qualifications * 
and Duties, can never palliate any Defects in, or Defections from 
| the ſame, and can never encroach upon the Neceſſity or due Ex- 
tent of teſtifying againſt theſe Defects or Defections, and of 
| effaying the Reformation of Magiſtrates, in our ſeveral Places 


| and Callings. \ / , 8 P 

| Farther, there are, in Scripture, ſeveral Promiſes of good, 3 
reformed, reforming Magiſtrates, and of Deliverance to theLqrd's | A 
People from any Grievance they preſently ly under, in the Wane | © 


thereof: But theſe Promiſes can never belong to the Rule of Duty. 0 
A Promiſe of the greateſt future Good, can be no Warrant for 1 
ſpurning at the leaſt preſent Good; yea, the cheriſhing any Good _ 4 
i 
. 
| 


which is preſently beſtowed, is the ready Way of attaining al! lx 
| the Good that is promiſed: Wherefore no Promiſe anent Ma- 
| giſtcares to come, can poſſibly interfere with the Duty of ſubject- 
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wic ted Magiſtrates, and People concurring with them in their 


» 


- 


ing to any Thing lewfx! in the Adminiſtration of Magiſtrates * 
thacpreſentlhpor, ff ... om ol 
Finally, there are Threatvings and Curſes pronounced againſt | } 


4 


Wickedneſs: But it is dreadſul to ſuppoſe, that theſe are an 
way inconſiſtent with the Duty toward Magiſtrates now pled 
for; as if God's Indignation againſt Sinners, did 4:folve the 
Obligation of relative Duties betwixt them. 4. „ oo 
According to the Obſervations that have been made, it wil! 
appear, that 0 Paſſage of Scripture doth in the remoteſt Man» 
ner militate againſt the Cauſe now managed: And now it is 
abundantly manifeſt, That the Principle which the Preibyrery 
holds anent the preſent Civil Government, doth only maintain 
a Duty that is expreſly taught by Scripture-Precepts. - = 


The Presbytery next proceed to declare, that, 


- ous Evidence to the Matter in hand. ; WE: 
1. There cannot ſo much as one Inſtance be found in all 
thority and lawfu! Commands of any Magiſtrate actually in 
- their DefeRs or Defections: And 0 Examples, utileſs preciſeix 
F' defended. . Wherefore, | 


the Authority of Kings, would be both abſurd and dreadful. - 


| theCaſeof Ela. 2 Kings iii. 14, 15. and of the Priefts, 2 
. Chron. xxvi, 16— 20 
due Self Preſeryation, as in the Caſe of Jotham, Judg. ix. 17. 
ok reſiſting, for juſt Self Defence, as in the Caſe of Fliſba, 2 


. 


litick Body, in their undue Choice of a King, ag in the Caſe o 


as in the Caſe"of thoſe who ſoo 
I gain, ther is an Example of one King caſting off the Yoke of 
>} | x, nor f N 
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II. The Principle here aſſerted, is likeways plainly held forth 
unto us by approven Scripture-Examples, that are perpetually 
imitable. A Condeſcending upon the Multitude of particular 
Inſtances that might be produced here, would ſwell vaſtly be- 
yond the preſent Deſign. It ſhall only be remarked, that 
Imo. The Old-Teflament Hiſtory gives abundant and illuſtri. 

For, h Xu: : 


that Hiſtory of any Civil Members, refuſing, either by «Word © 1 
or Deed, an Acknowledgment of, or Subjection unto the Au- 


Office by Will of the Civil Body, in a Way of teftifying againſt + 
of this Kind, can in the leaſt militate againſt the Principle now 


To argue, in this Caſe, from the Example of Conſpiracies 
againſt the Lives, or of rejecting, in a Way of open Wickedneſs, 


Moreover, there is an Example of teſtifying againſt the Po» ; 
Jotham, Judg. ix. There is an Example of teſtifying againſt I 
and withſlanding the Apoſtaſy and IWickedneſs of Kings, as in 
There is an Example of flying, for | 


Kings vi. 32. and of eſpouſing the m _— re Perſecuted, \ 
with David againſt Sauk, | 


V as in the Caſe. of Hezekiah, 2 Kings xviii. 7. Thers 
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—— * 
is an Example of the People's doing Juſtice to their rightful and 
injured King againſt an «ſurping Murderer, as in the Caſe: of 
Joaſh, 2 Kings xi. 11 6. There is an Example of the 
People's ſubmitting to the King's Son, when the Father was 
> ccnfined, however, to a ſeparate Houſe, according to the Cere. 
” mwonial Law, as in the Caſe of Uzziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 21. 
Finally, there is.an Example of the People's ſuſpending a King 
from human Government, during the Time that God's judg. 
ment ſuſpended him, however, from human” Society, as in 
the Caſe of Nebuchadnezzar. Bur it is evident at firſt View, 
that none of theſe Examples (whether approven and imitable, 
or not) do any ways touch the preſent Queſtion. 


- 


Revolts, as from Rehoboam, 2 Chron. x. 16. from Feroboam, 
2 Chron. xi. 13 17. from Baaſha, 2 Chron. xv. 9. 
and from Jehoram, 2 Chron. xxi 10. Now there is no Occaſi. 
on here to controvert any ot theſe Examples, nor any Need to 
enquire in what Caſes ſimple Revolts are lawful, or in what 
not; for, however this be, they are of a Nature entirely diſtinct 
from the Subject now in hand. The whole Nature of any ſim- 
ple Revolt, lies in breaking of immediately from the Civil Body, 
by withdrawing rom, or withdrawing Part of their Territories; 
and then, it neceſſarily follows at the ſame Time, that theſe 
F > Revolters break off from the Head of this Civil Body, without 
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amples preſently referred to. For we have not the remote, 


ing off from the Civil wes wherein theſe Kings ruled, did 
ever deny the Obligation of their Authority upon ſuch as ffaid 
behind; or ever took up any Teſtimony againſt any who ſtaid 
behind, for ſubjecting unto any Thing lauful in the Admini- 


inter mixed therewith] to refuſe Subjection in Matters lawful 


Whole, 10 Example (whether approven and imitable, or not) in 
N the leaſt favouring that Anti government Schemè now by ſome 
| 

ment. But, 
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What ſeems neareſt the doing ſo, is the Example of ſimple 


ever denying his Authority over the Members who fill cleave 
= unto the ſame. And this is the preciſe Nature of all theſe Ex- 


Hint, that ſuch as revolted from the foreſaid Kings, by break. 


ſtration of theſe Kings: And it would be very tidiculous, to argue, 
from a Suppoſition of its being the Duty of ſuch as no more be- 
luonged to the Civil Body, to diſown all Authority of Rulers 
=  thercin; that, therefore, it was the Duty of ſuch as fill belong- 
=. ed to that Body to do the ſame. Thus, the above Examples | 
= canbe no Precedent for ſome few, ſtill continuing Members of | 
the Civil Body {which they cannot but do, as long a Ys 


4 any Sovereign whom that Body ſtill ſuſtains: So that, upon the 


eſpouſed can be found throughout the Hiſtory of the Ol Teſta - . 
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2g. Ir is obvious, even in 2 do er Peruſal of that ſacred Hi 
tory, That, during all the Periods thereof, it was the general 
and conſtant Practice of the Lord's People, to live in Subjecti- 
on and Obedience to the Authority of whatever Kings were a- 
knowledged by the Civil Body whereof wy were Members, 
and that in any laufal Adminiſtration. Andt 


bis their Practice 
in the Kingdom of Judah did not ariſe from any extraordinary 
Obligation they Were under to the Royal Line of David, as is 
evident, particularly, from their behaving after the ſame Man- 
ner, in t e Kingdom of Iſrael: Yea, it is manifeſt that, betore 
they were formed into a Nation, they lived in the above Sort 
of Subjection and Obedience to the Kings of Egypt, and that 
they did 1o like ways to the Babyloniſh Kings, when afterwards 
{cattered in Captivity through their Empire. 4 
3. This Practice was never, at any Time, charged upon the 
Jeg % People as a Sin. It is true indeed, that the Body Po- 
lc did ſin very grievouſly, in the Manner, Time and Cirs |! 
cumſtances of defiring that their Government ſhould be chang- 
ed into a Monarchical Form 3 and for this they are-exprelly 4 
condemned 1 Sam. viii. 7, 8. and x. 19. As alſo, upon this Ac- 
count, the Lord gave chem a King in his Anger, Hoſ. xiii. II. 
or, they ſo provoked him, that he then withheld the ſpecial 
and diſtinguiſbing Bleſſing wherewith they would otherways  : 
have got a King. Morcove'> we find, that the Body Politick © * 
ondemned for the frequent and hainous Sin of not con- 
ſulting the Lord, in making Choice of their Kings, While he 
complained (Hoſ. viii. 4.) They have ſet up Kings. but nat I 
"me; they have made Princes, and I knew it nt. But it would 
be dreadful to infer from theſe Pallages, That Kingly Govern- 
ment itſelf, in che Form and Authority thereof, Was condemned, 
or infücted as a judgment; ſeeing the Lord gave ſpecial Di- 
reffions and Encouragement thereanent, Deut. xvii. 14 
20. ſpecial orders for Samuel to give actual Compliance with -; 
the People's Deſire thereof (viz. as to the Matter, tho? not the ; 
Manner of their Deſire) 1 Sam. viii. 7, 9. ſeeing alſo he gave 
ä ſpecial Approbation thereunto, by an extraordinary Choice of 
ſome Kings for them, and not only vouchſafed to give them 
ſome ſpecial Promiſe: anent Kings, but like ways threatned them 
with the Want of Kings, as 2 ſpecial Judgment, Hoſ. iii. 4. 
Moreover, tho' we read of wicked Kings, who had wicked 
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I. Officeand Authority, in any jaſt Adminiſtrations 3 
© eoxtrary, their Behaviour was calculated for preventing any the 
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any Time, amiſs in their /cefing up, and complying with Kings; 


pet there can uo Inſtance be produced, of any among that Peo- 
ple being at any Time condemned for yielding Subjection and 


Obedience in Matters lau ful, unto the worſt of theſe Kings 


who ruled over them by the Will of the Civil Body whereunto 
they, at any Time, belonged, whether in their 2 Land or 


elſewhere: Or, which is the ſame Thing, it cannot be found 
that ever they were blamed, becauſe a Teſtimony againſt the 
Wickedneſs of any Kings they continued to live under, was 


never carried the Length of diſowning and diſobeying their Aus 


thority, even in lawful Adminiſtrations. 'Yea, 


ple were, all along, encouraged unto, and countenanced in, by 


the Example of Prophets and eminent Servants of God. David, 
even when wickedly perſecuted by Saul, and lawfully pros id- 
ing for his own Safety, did utter and frequently repeat an ex- 


preſs and humble Acknowledgment of his Office and Authority, 


dab and Iſrael, when ſpeaking anent or unto the Kings who 


of any of theſe Kings, and of ſuch as ſinfully complied with them, 


oy 


E Jeaſt' Suſpicion thereanent, and for confirming the People in 
due Obedience to the ſame. And it is cſoegally remarkable 
to this Purpoſe, that, as the Prophet Elijah ſuſtained the Of. 
fee and Authority of Ahab over the Peopli, 1 Kings xviii. 19. 


fo (when the Hand of the Lord was on him) he honoured * 
449 before the People, Ver, 46. and e 


of what is ſaid, Chap. xvi. 30, 31, 32, 33, and Chap. xviii. x 


As alſo, that the Prophet Jeremiah did exprefly own the Office 


4 


N 
: 


and Authority of Zedekiah, Jer. xxxvit.20. even tho? this King 


are declared, 2 Kings xxiv. 19, 20. 1 Chrom xxxvi. 12, 13. 
and Exel. xvii. 13 21. Moreover, when the Seed of 
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| countenanced in an Acknowledgment ofthe Egyprian Kings, by 
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ed caprive into the Country of Babylon; as the Tezrer ſent by 
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43᷑. The Practice of owning and obeying the Authority of all 
& rheſe Kings, in ſuch Circumſtances, was what the Fewiſh Peo- 


x Sam. xxiv. and xxvi. Afterwards, the Prophets, both in Ju- 


reigned there, did always acknowledge or homologate their Of. 
$  ficc and Authority; ſo that, amidſt all the Faithfuinets and Free. 
dom of Speech they ever uſed, in teſtifying againſt the Wickednels 


they never gave the People the leaſt Ground to Aue theit 
but, on the 


was lying under the wicke4 Character and woful Curſe, which ; 


Iſrael ſojourned in Egypt, they were encouraged unto, and 
che Example of Joſeph: And afterwards, when they were carri. 


Hremiah (Chap. xxix. 4, 5, 6, 7.) did implya Call for them ||. 
down under che Wings of Civil Govefnment in that Country, 
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de dd unto Ceſar, Acts xxv. 10, 11. By which Deed, according 
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and to yield Obedience 4 be lawful Adminiflration there - 
of (by which Call, to alledge that God diſpes ſed, for a Time, 
with his own Law, is blaſphemous;) ſo they were, all along, 
countenanced in, and encouraged unto this Practice, by the Ex. 
amples of Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, Azariah, Ezra, Ne- © 
hemiah, Mordecai and Eſther, who enjoyed Places under, or 
received Commiſſions from the Babylonian and Perſian Mo- 
narchs. Nor can it any way prejudiſe the preſent Argument, 
to alledge that the above-mentioned Perſons were extraordinary; , 
for, as they had no extraordinary Warrant for the foreſaid 
Practice, ſo therein they were imitated by all the reſs of the + 
People, who could not all be extraordinary Perſons, and were 
never charged with any Error, in this Matter. J 
It is now Time to remark, that, 72 
2do. Tho' the New Teſtament (agreeably to its Nature and 
Deſign) doth not profeſs to lay before us any formed Courſe of 
Civ TranſaQions ; ir nevertheleſs affords Evidence, that, in 
the Days of our Lord and his Apoſtles, the general and approven 
Practice, relative unto the Principle now maintain*d, continued 
to run in the ſame Channel as before. 
lt would be ſuperfluous ro prove, that the Jewiſh People, 
' who had, before this Time, been ſubdued, had alſo, by this 
Time, ſubmitted themſelves unto the Roman Emperors, accept- 
ing Průötection from, and yielding Obedience to their Govern- 
ment. And, with reference to Chriſtians in this Period, it 
, 3 
I The Apoſtle Paul, conform to his own Doctrine, did ac- 
knowledge, 2 and ſubmit unto the Authority of the R- 
man Magiſtrates, Supreme and Subordinate. He acknowleged 
Felix for a judge unto the Jewiſh Nation, ſo as he profeſſed 
Chearfulneſs in anſwering for himſelf before him, Acts xxiv. 10. 1 
He ſtood before the judgment · Seat of Feſtus, pleading that he 
had not offended any Thing againſt Cæſar, Acts xxv. 8. He 
thought himſelf Happy in having Acceſs to anſwer for himſelf 
before King Agrippa, Acts xxvi. 2. and downwards in that 
Chapter it appears, what Honour he put upon Feſtus and grids 3 
pa, before the People. Moreover, when pleading that he ought 
to be judged:av the Judgment-Sear of Ceſar, he 2fually appel. 


to the very Nalure of it, he plainly acknowledged Caſar's Office 
and Authority, and that before the People. And, as no Sort of \ 
Conſtraint could have warrazred ſuch a Decd, had ir been any 
Way in itſelf ſinful; ſo the Conſtraint he was under in tkis Caſe, 
Was what the Nature of an Appeal Iuppoſes, viz. a moral * ö 
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feaint, which not only allows but requires that the Actioi be 


voluntary. | 


Nor do the Atoſile's Doctrine and Practice, as above . 
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ed, bear the imalleſt Inconſiſtency with what he writes, Cor. vi. 
18. For, that which the Apoſtle there in ſome Caſes 
condemns [viz. Purſuits at Law) is a Thing entirely diſtinct 
from Civil Subjection: Seeing, tho' in theſe Purſuirs the Ma- 
giſtrate is acknowledged as ſuch, yet they are no Part of Sub. 
jection to him: So that a Perſon may always continue ſubject 


to Civil Commands, without ever turning a Purſuer before Ci. 


vil Courts; and, where Subjection is a great Duty, ſuch Purſuits 


may be a groſs Sin. Thus, in a perfect Conſiſtency with all the 


Civil Subjection now defended, it always continues to be utterly 
4 Fault, eſpecially among Chriſtians of a ſound Profeſſion, to 
entertain an unbrotherly, impatient and litigious Behaviour, in 
going to Law, or ſeeking Deciſion of Matters betore Civil Courts, 


_ eſpecially where the Magiſtrate is chargeable with 1»fi.eliry, or 


Difference in Religion; without firſt uſing habile Endeavours 
to have theſe Matter s decided ina way of private Arbitration; 
and without rather taking wrong, or ſuffering themſelves to be 
defrauded, where it appears more agreeable to the Principles 


of Chriſtianity, and more for the Credit thereof, to do ſo 
2. The Apoſtle's Exhortation, 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. That firſt of 
all Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and Giving of Thanks, +. 
be made. for Kings, and tor all that are in Authority, (as indeed 


they could not pray and give Thanks for any but ſuch as then 


' were) that we may lead 4 quiet and peaceable Life, in all God. 
linefs and Honeſty, plainly ſuppoſes, that Chriſtians were alrea- - 
dy beyond Queſtion about the Office of theſe Perſons 3 whence, 


their. endeavouring to lead a quiet and peaceable Life''in all 
Godlinefs and Honeſty 


lawful. 


Yea, | 


3. That ſuch ought. to be and actually was the general Prac- | 
= tice of Chriſtians in this Period, is farther manifeſted” and 
clearly homologared, 2. Per. ii. 10. Jude, Ver. 8. by the open 
Condemnation of ſome wicked Petfons. in deſpiſing and, ſpeak- | 
ing Evil of dignified Perſons or Civil Governors, who ruled o- 
ver them; as an Application of theſe Paflages unto Civil Mil- 
demeanours cannot be evited or evaded; and it was ĩmpoſſible 
that theſe Perſons could deſpiſe and (peak: Evil of Civil Govern- 
ment. without extending ſuch Behaviour: unto Civil Governors 
ni Being 88 
What have been pled, are plain Examples of yielding Sub -· _ 
awtul, to whatever Magi - . e 


. 


1 


8 3 , 
1 1 
70 x by 2 a. 
. 1 ov © 18 
F 8 17 
1 * vas * af 1 7 > 
1 


jection and Obedience, in Matters a 


Wie 5 \ „ * * ws 6 H i 


(which is alſo ſuppoſed) behoved to 
include Subjection and Obedience to theſe Powers, in Matters | 
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ou be ſtrates are e de by the Civil State. Theſe Examples, 
when compared together, do carry along an Evidence of Aps ' 
probarion; but this is farther put beyond all Doubt by the con- 
rurring Voice of theſe Precepts that have been unfolded. And 
now it is abundantly manifeſt, That the Principle which the * 
Presbytery holds anent the preſent Civil Government, doth only + 
maintain an Imitation of approven Scripture- Examples, and is 
therefore painly held forth unto us by the ſame. © © | 
- That theſe Examples are perpetually imitable, would admit of 
e. Proof, as approven Scripture-Examples have the Force 
of Precepts unto us, in like Circumſtances; But no Ground of 
Doubt can remain here, if the Precepts already explained, where 
unto theſe Examples correſpond, be found of perpetual Obliga- 
tion. e W 1 A 
That theſe Precepts are of perpetual Obligation, was aſſerted 
in entring upon the Conſideration thereof; and this was like» 
ways evidenced, in finding all along, that theſe Precepts do pro- 
perly enjoin Obedience, in Matters lawful, upon all Perſons, 
unto any Magiſtrate who is, and while he is acknowleged by 
* the Civil State they belong to; as this is a general Inſtitution 
pies chat, in the Nature of the Thing, cannot be limited by Places, 


> aſs 


7. Imes, or whatſoever Tranſactions. 
* _ However, it may not be improper to ſubjoin here ſome far. | 
ter Evidence, that theſe Precepts are of perperual Obligation. As, 


„% . Tho' Magiſtrates may differ vaſtly, as to their Qualifica- 
ay tions, thłir Fajrbfulneſs, their Uſejulneſs, and the Bleſſing of 
| God upon their Government; yet the Precepts already explain» | 
ed, area Rule of Duty, equally toward any who are, and while. 
they are acknowledged as Magiſtrates, by Civil Society. No- 
thing needs be added for the Clearing of this, but an Over- 
throw of a Diſtinction that has been made of thoſe who are ac: 
knowledged as Magiſtrates by Civil Society, into ſuch as are 
ſo by the preceptive Will of God, and ſuch as are ſo by his pro- 
_ vidential Will only. Now as, by this Diſtinction, theſe Ma- 
iſtrates are conſidered with reſpe& to the Origin of that Of- 
fice which they actually bear; ſoa Diſtinction of them, in his 
Reſpect, into preteprive hd provillential, is altogether groundleſs 1 
and abſurd. It will noche refuſed, that all ſuch preceptive Ma- 
"Siſrates are alſo priticdential, ſeeing it is the Hand of Provi- 
"dence that brings ev do paſs: But moreover, all pro- 
vidential Magiſtrates ceptive, and that equally, in the 
-- 74 above Reſpect. That duct of all theſe may be ver 
ib. | far from agreeing eq ua the Precept, is granted, and in 
perfect Conſiſtency withiall that is here maintained; but the 
* ad Auhority of , in itſelf conſidered, does &  » 
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| gually ariſe from, and agree unto the preceptive Will of God, 
EG w F 7 DTS, 
Ihe Inſtitution of Civil Magiſtrates is allenarly by the pre- 
|. - ceptive Will of God, as /he ſupreme Lord and King of all the 
# _ World: While, if the Magiſtrate derived his Office properly 
from Chriſt as Mediator, then it could not fail to be an evax- 
gelical and ſo an Eraſtian Office: But, in Oppoſition hereto, 
the Kingdom of Chriſt is not of this World, tho' a Right to 
F have the Kingdoms of this World rendred ſubſervient and tri- 
| Gwtary ro his ſpiritual Kingdom in the viſible Church, belongs 
to him 4s Mediator; and lo, in Subſerviency to his Mediatory 
Kingdom, the. Management of the Kingdom of Providence 
throughout the whole World, was put into the Hands of Zion's 
King, Eph. i. 22, 23. Matth. xxviii. 18. Moreover (beſides 
| what hath been ſaid on Rom. xiii. 1. and 1 Pet- ii. 13.) ſeeing 
the Conſtitution of all Governments and Governors in the World 
= contains, at leaſt, a Piece of Order, it is ſtrange to ſay, that the 
t!leaſt order in the World is merely by the providential Will of 
God, and ſo merely by Permiſſion; while the Voice of all Rea - 
ſon and Religion proclaims, that all Order in the World is by 
the Efficiency of God, who is the God of Order, and not of 
Confuſion, and ſon an Agreeableneſs to his precepzive Wil. 
| __ "2&0. As the Precepts that have been explained, are a Rule 
of Duty equaliy toward any who are, and while they are ac- 
' knowledged as Magiſtrates by Civil Society; ſo they are and 
} "continue a Rule of Duty in this Matter, particularly to all the 
Lord's People, in all Periods, Places and Caſes. For moral Pre- 
cepts, according to their very Nature, continue always indi- 
. ſible, and actually binding, where there is the leaſt Occa · 
ion for obeying them! And, as the Word of God is delivered to 
us for a compleat and perpetual Rule, not only of Faith, but of 
Manners; ſo there is not the leaſt Hint in all Scripture, that e- 
ver a Time ſhould come, or a Caſe fall out, wherein the a+ 
bove Precepts ſhould not be a preſent Rule; nor is there g 
= other Sort of Rule in all Scripture to walk by, in the Matter 
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God. Right flowing from the bun Feet: Approbation, ot Go.. 
As el-Grace; but it is a natural moral Right, flowing immediate- 
pre- y from the uninerſal Sovereignty of God, and the Obligation 

te of his eternal Law, and thus it is a Right that can never be for- 
perly feited in this World, unleſs Men could forfeit their Subjettion * 
van. to the Law of God. Again, this moral Obligation to fer up G- 
retro, vernment and Governors, is morally incumbent upon the Body 
t to of a People; and fo their. Right to fet up Government and G- 
d tri. vernorso, is what they cannot forfeit by any Wickedneſs, unleſs 
ongs they could forfeit Sbjection to Gad. Moreover, our living? 
tory freely intermixed with any Politick Body, doth neceſſarily bring 
ence us under a moral and indiſpenſible Tye unto Civil Communion 
ion's with them; wherefore, while ſo living, we can never refuſe 
fides his without refuſing Subjection to God: And this Civil Commu» 
eing nion with them, as it can never reſpect any Things but what 
orld are lawful, can never involve us in any National Gilt, Apolia>_ | 
tthe , or Corruption. e — 
Il of The Argument from Scripture Precepts and Examples has now 
Rea ·  procceded ſo far, as may render it abundantly evident, That the 
is by Principle which the Presbytery here affirms with reſpett to the 
xx of preſent Civil Government, is agreeable to the plain Tenor of 


—- B- Scripture. But moreover, = oe 4 
Rule "SECONDLY, The Presbytery's Principle anent the preſent 


> ac- Civil Government, as above: declared and defended, is agrieabils 
and to the Principles of all the reformed Churches, and particular 
I the H this Church in her Confeſſion and Covenants. „ 
Pre · In paſſing forward unto the Proof of this Propoſition it will 

ndi- not be improper to remark, That, as the Primitive Church, from 
cca · the Days of the Apoſtles unto the End of the third Century, 
d to continued to have ado with Heathen Magiſtrates, from whoſe 

t of Hands ſhe underwent ſuch a Tract of Hardſuips, Sufferings and 
at e- Degrhs, for the Name of Jeſus, as allowed her but ſeldom or 
ea» fort Breathings: fo the ſingular Holineſs, Meekneſs, Patience, 
any Faithfulneſs, Zeal, and Courage wherewith Chriſtians did then 
wer adhere unto, and perſeyere-in the Profeſſion of their Faith, 
'Uſc deteſting the leaſt finful Compliance, and diſdaining the greateſt 1 
r, it Favours that could be thereby purchaſed, gave an ample Tefti« 
ople Won) againſt rhe Corruption and Wickedneſs of theſe Civit 3 
wil, Powers, and of the Generations who therein concurred with Þ 
. them: But it cannot be found that ever any of theſe Chriſtians 


ever wer 12. gp diſobeyed the Office or Authority of any ſuch Ma- 
I Ziſtrates, in any lawf#! Adminiſtration, while ſuſtained by the 
re- Civil Body: And what Inſtiütions the ancient Fathers delivered, 
ern- | as to this Caſe, we have a Taſte of in what of the ſame is cited. 
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feſſion, viz. © If the Majter command theſe Things that are 
not contrary to the holy Scriptures, let the Servant be ſubject 
If it be good which the Emperor com- 


© to the Maſter; 
E mandeth, do the Will of him that commandeth; if it be evil, 
© anſwer, We ought rather to obey God than Men.. 
The ſound Doctrine here taught (being the very ſame with 
what is now defended) was retained aud maintained by the 
famous Churches of the Reformation from Popery. And, 


1. This is evident, with reference to all theſe Churches beyond 
Sea. None of them ever manifeſted the leaſt Deviation from 
ancient Doctrine in the preſent Matter: And, when the peſti- 


tent Sectary of Anabapriſts aroſe in Germany, ſome rejecting 


' *Magiſtracy, ſome Magiſtrates, all under Prerences of greater 


Reformation, ſundry. of theſe Churches (in their Confeſſions of 


b Faith) expreſly managed a Teſtimony againſt them in ſo doing; 


as particularly the Church of Baſii, Conf. Art. xi. condemn ſuch 


their Principles, under the Notion of, firange and erroneous 


Dottrines, which. turbulent or mobiſh Spirits do bring forth. 
But, more particularly, the Principle now affirmed, is plainb 
agreeable to what was maintained by the reformed Church of Hel. 


= in her latter Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. xxx. viz. * The 
9 


agiſtrate, of what Sort ſoever, is ordained of God himſelf 
© for the Peace and Quietneſs of Mankind; and ſo that he ought 
© to have the chief Place in the World. If he be an Ad verſary 


to the Church, he can hinder and diſturb' ir much; Bur, if 
"© he be a Friend and ſo a Member of the Church, he is a moſt. | 


© uſeful and excellent Member thereof, who can be very profi- 
© table and excellently helpful unto her. Let all the Sub- 


c jects honour and reverence the Magiſtrate, as the Miniſter of | 
© God; let them love him, favour him, and pray for him, as 


© for a Father; let them alſo obey all his juſt and equitable 


Commands; finally, let them pay Cuſtoms and Tributes, and 
© alother Duties of this Sort, faithfully. and willingly, Sc.“ 
And it is to be remembred, that this Confeſſion was approven by 


ſeveral other reformed Churches, particularly by theſe of Ge- 
neva, Savoy, Poland, Hungary and Scotland. 8 


$S Again, the Principle now aſſerted is likeways plainly agree- 


Able to what was taught in the Reformed Church of Bohemia, 
| | As laid open by her Confeſſion, Chap. xvi. viz. It is taugt 
|, © here with us, according to ithe Scriptures, That the higher 
* © Power, or the Civil Magiſtrate, is the Ordinance of God, 
; © for governing the People in theſe Things which are political 
5 and temporary. 
7 manded by the Word of God, that all Perſons be ſubject to 
the higher Powers in all Things, providing they be not - I « 


They teach likeways, That it is com- 


; Ma tun 0 i 4 


} 
* 


„C K * 


0 as alſo in the former Confeſſion of Helvetia, Art. xxvi. in the 
6 Confeſſion of Baſil, Art. vi, xi. in the French Confeſſion, Art. 


F = ſion of Faith, as it manifeſfly ſpeaks to the Caſe of ail Civil 
1 Governments through the World, in Art. xxiv. We confeſs 
t © and acknowledge Empires, Kingdoms, Dominions, and Cities, 
3 « to be diſtincted and ordained by God, the Power and Authority 
X cin the fame, be it of Emperors in their Empires, of Kings in their 
4 1 Realms, Dukes and Princes in their Domintons, and of other 
1 VMagiſtrates in the Cities, to be God's holy Ordinance, ordain- 
3 © ed for Manifeſtation of his own Glory, and for the ſingular 


il, © worthy and evil, &c. 


.. Tor 
© trary to God, and his Word; firſt indeed to your Royal Ma. 
© jeſly (viz. the German Emperor) and next unto whatſoever 

© others are placed in Authority, whether they be good, or un- 


Such Doctrine may be ſeen more at large, in theſe Confeſſions; ® 


xxxix, xl. in the Confeſſion of Belgia, Art. xxxvi. in the Confeſ⸗ 
fion of Augsburg, Art. xvi. in the Confeſſion of Saxony, Art. 
xxili. and in the Confeſſion of sweveland, Chap. xxii. 
In a Word, theſe reformed Churches, as they had generally 
ado with Popiſh, and ſometimes with perſecuring Powers; fo- 
their Confeſſions and Conduct bore ample Teſtimony againſt the 
Corruption and Wickednels of theſe Powers, and of the Mul- 
titude, who therein concurred with them: But (amidſt all 
Temptations to the contrary) they were enabled to retain and 
vindicate the ancient Principle anent Subjection to Civil Magi- 
ſtrates, the very Principle now affirmed, with reference to the 
preſent Civil Government. Moreo ver HY 
Il. This lame Principle was alſo plainly retained and main 
tained by the Church of Scotland, at the Reformation from 
es as is evident from her approving of the Helverick Con- 
ion above noticed, and more directly from our firſs Confeſ« 


© Profit and Commodity of Mankind: So that whoſoever goeth | 
© about to tate away or to confound the whole State of Civil 
© Policies, ao long eſtabliſhed, we affirm the ſame Men, not 
© only to be Enemies to Mankind, but wickedly to fight againſt } 
God's exprefled Will. We further confeſs and acknowledge, 
© that ſuch Perſons, as ARE placed in Authority, are to be loved, 
© honoured, feared, and holden in moſt reverend Eſtimation, & c.. 
Farther, this ſame Principle was aiſo plainly retained: and 
maintained in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. xxtuys y 
1 Arr. 4. in theſe Words, [© Infidelity, or Difference in Religion, 
| © doth not make void the Magiſtrare*s iuſt and legal Authority, 
© nor free-the People trom their due Obedience to him. Which 
evidently amount to this, That, where a Magiſtrate hath Authos 
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* properly renders his Auen juſt and legal, according to the It i 
Word of God) Infidelity or Difference in Religion doth not make | 
void the laid Authority, nor free the People —— an Obligation 
to obey him, in any lauful Commands, which is all their 44. 
Obedience. Now, to vindicate our Conſeſſion of Faith againſt 


the Sub verſion of this z aſſage, as if it were ſimply to be under- ſcribe 

| ſtood of a Land not reformed, where ſome that profeſs the true e- the a 
Aion may have their Lot and Reſidence ; it muſt be remarked.that, Þ| prom 
1. This Interpretation ſays, That the ſame Act of Obedience | both 
ta the ſame ſort of Magiſtrate, which is morally good in one theſe 
Place, will be morally evil in another; which is a groundlels any | 
and abſurd Imagination. 3 5 I. anrec 
2. This Interpretation charges our Reformers with Error, in Lea, 
receding from the Scripture · Doctrine, as it piainly teacheth , That oned 
all. Magiſtrates every where, ackngwledged by Civil Society, accor 
muſt be obeyed in al! lawful Commands: And moreover, it 10 P 
charges this Church with retracting her former Principles in this but 
Matter, as above declared. f athri 
3. The ſaid Gloſs repreſents our Reformers as awfully and. ab- Ir 

> ſurdly jugg/ing with God and Man, by confeſſing the Faith of tery 
F others, and not their own; yea, without telling rhar they did in h. 
+ ſo, or telling what they maintained as the Rule of their own men 
Practice in this Matter; and all this under the Solemnity of that fror 
Covenant Oath, in Purſuance whereof the ſaid Confeſſion was RY the: 
made and maintained Ho | 3 „„ BE: 
4+ The whole Confeſſion of Faith, and conſequently the Paſs. I Kin 

e of it #0w pointed at, was received by the Church of Scor= - | 
and as Truth, and that among us; which appears from the A Co 
of Aſſembly, Auguſt 27. 1647. Seſſ. 23. bearing this Clauſe: } anc 
| © The General Aflembly doth therefore, after mature Delibera- an 
© tion, agree unto and approve the faid Confeſſion, as to the me 
Truth of the Matter, and aifo as to the Point of Uniformiy, nel 
agreeing for our Part, that it be a common Confeſſion of Faith the 
5 for the three Kingdoms. Moreover, 1 ä „ 
5. It were eaſy to manifeſt, that the foreſaid Gloſs upon the Sc 


above · cited Paſſage, overturns the Connection of the whole 31 
Chapter of our Conteſſion of Faith : But it is ſufficient to notice, th 


that the Magiſtrate there ſuppoſed to be an Inſidel, or of a.difo 1 
ferent Religion, is, at the ſame Time, plainly ſuppoſed to be, re 
even where a Chriſtian Church takes place; for, after theſe in 
Words, [nor free the People from their due Obedience to him] it Ain 
immediately follows in the fame Sentence, © From which Eccle- | P 
- © fiaſtical Perſons are not exempted.* And this Aſſertion is ſoge-. | 8 


neral, that it holds out the Caſe to be fill rhe ſame, and leaves {F 1 
no Room for Exception, however far the Church and Land be 4 


Lotherways reformed. of HR 
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It is now manifeſt, that the Principle held forth in our Con 
ſeſion, Chap, xxiii. Art. 4. is the very ſame with what preſently * 
is affirmed by this Presbytery. * ee. 157 8 
as to the Principle anent Subjection to Civil Government, 
held forth in our Solemn Covenants, Which were ſworn and ſub- 
ſcribed by all Ranks, lit is ſufficient here to remember, That, as 
the ſaid Covenants were calculated allenarly for maintaining and 
promoting ſcriptur al and received Principles and Reformation, 
both in Church and State; fo it is both abſurd and injurious to 
theſe Covenants, to ſuppoſe that they overturned, in the leaſt, 
any Principles or Duties relative to Civil Government, that were 
antecedently fixed by the Word of God, and the Law of Nature: 
Yea, as our Confeſſion of Faith, and particularly the forementi- 
oned Article, was drawn up and eſpouſed, in Purſuance of, and 
according unto theſe Covenants; it is therefore undeniable, that 
no Principle was or could be maintained in the ſaid Covenants, © 
but what is every. way conſiſtent with what the Presbytery js now 
athrming. : 
Itis now plain enough, that the Principle which the Presby- 
tery here affirms, is agreeable to the Principles of this Church, 
in her Confeſſion and Covenants: Wherefore, the Anti govern- 
ment Scheme now on Foot, cannot find the leaſt Countenance  - 
from our Confeſſion or Covenants, but the contrary: Nor can 
there be one Iuſtance given of its correſponding unto the Prin- 
ciples or Conduct of an) in this Land, before the Reſtoration of 
King Charles II. f | „„ 
but as little does this Scheme any way agree unto, or find any 
| Countenance from the Principles or Conduct of our Sufferers 
and Martyrs, during the awful Period betwixt the Reſtoration 
and Revolution. It is not required here, to manifeſt the Agre- 
ment betwixt the Principles and Conduct of thir honourable Wit- | 
neſſes, and theſe in the preceeding Period. But, for vindicating 
them againſt the Injury which their Ieſtimony and Memories ſut̃ . 
fer, by giving out that they were upon the Anti government 
Scheme now maintained by ſome, it will ſuffice ro remark, that, 
1. The Powers whom they rejected, did differ = only as to 
their Adminiſtration, but as to their Office and Kind, from any 
we have now. ado with., King Charles II. after his Reſtoration, 
revoked and reſcinded the whole former Deed of the Body Politick/, 
Inveſting him with Magiſtracy; as, inſtead of holding his Office 
immediately by the Will of the Body Politick, he, by Conſent of 
Parliament, renounced any Holding of them, and (abſurdly, a- 
gainſt the very eſſential Nature of Magiſtracy) he arrogated a De- 
_ .rivation of it from God imm 
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ceeded in the Exerciſe of an habitual and horrid Tyranny, which 
came to an unparallel'd Height, Anno 1681, when, by Act of 
Parliament, he reimpoſed 1 Cel, upon the whole Kingdom, to 
ſupport a military Force, for /uppreſſing the Meetings of the Lord's * fe 
People, 'in the publick Profeſſion of his Name and covenanted * ct 
Cauſe, under the odious Notion of ſeditious and rebellious Con- 
venticles, whereby the whole Land was drawn into a Conſpiracy 
againſt the Kingdom of Chriſt, and againit their own Rights, and 
| Privileges as Men. And, as James VII. did tread and proceedin 
his Steps; ſo it ſoon appeared, at the Revolution, that their Go- 
vernment had really been a Force upon the Nation. 
2. Our Sufterers then we:e ina quite erent Situatign from . 
any in this Period. Not only were they tyrannically impoſed I 
upon, to give expreſs Acknowledgment of the then Authority; 
bur they were actually caſt out from under the Wings of all Go- 
vernment, denied all Benefit of Law, and devoted unto Deſtru. 
ction: So that they by no means proceeded ultroneouſiy in their 
rejecting the Civil Government. 3 
3. The State of their Teſtimony, in rejecting the Civil Go- 
verment, was entirely different from what ſome are zow taking 
up. They owned that they neither did, nor could reject the 
© ' Mapiſtrate, merely for diftering from them in Religion; and the 
eſtion with them here was, Whether a People long oppreſe 
© ſed with the Encroachmentrs of Tyrants and Uſurpers, may dif- | 
© oxr their pretended Authority; and, when impoſed 500 to 
acknowledge it, may rather chuſe to ſuffer than to owp it.?“ 
Wherefore it is plain, that ſucha Queſtion as is ow moved, about 
diſowning the Civil Government, was never 8 Conſi- 
deration, nor did they ever give any Verdict relative thereunto. 
Upon the whole, it is bey ond all occaſion of Controverſy, 
Thar the Principle now defended by this Presbytery, anent the 
Authority of, and Subjection to the preſent Civil Government, 
is agreeable to the plain Tenor of Scripture, and to the Principles 
ef all the Reformed Churches, particularly of this Church, in her 
Confeſſion and Covenants. . _ a | 
Wherefore the Presbytery did, and hereby do aſſert and declare, . 
That we ought io atknow'edge the preſent Civil Authority over theſe | 
Nations, and Subjection thereunto in lawful Commands: And 
like ways they did, and hereby do condemn tne oppoſite and dan- | 
gerous Extremes that ſome have gone into: According to their # ap A - 
wo No paſted FF 
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* Hind let looſe, p. 275. Informatory Vindication, printed Anno | | 
170% p. 37, 38, 40, 41, 423 $3, 65, 66. Mr. Renwick's laſt , / 


ko Speech and Teſtimony, adhering to the Informatory Vindigations Y ,. 
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Edinburgh, Februa Are 43, the Tenor whereof fol“ 
„„ dot, e a & Ne DE of: 
»The Presbytery are of Opinion, thar, in regard they had 
formerly agreed, That it was not ſuitable to their preſent Cir; _ 
© cumſtances, to blend Civil and Eccleſiaſtick Matters in the Oath . -- 
© of God, in renewing the Covenants; becauſe that the Cogni- 
© zance of Civil Affairs belongs not properly to them as a 
© Church Judicatoryz and ſome Members being of the Mind, 
© that the Reduplication of the Oath upon that Clauſe of the Con- 
© feflion of Sins, which was the Occaſion of the Diſſent, would, 
© ypon the Matter, amount to the foreſaid Blending; that there» 
. © fore the ſaid Clauſe {hall be left our. Let, that none may 
© miſconſtru& the Principles of the Presbytery on the Head f 
© the Civil Magiſtrate; although the National Apoſtaſy, under 
© which the Lord's Remnant through the Land have been groan- 
© ing, while our Rulers have not only zegleffed, but contradi- 
© Fed their Duty, of eſpouſing and lupporting the covenantet 
© Principles and Reformation of this Church, whereby they have 
greatly provoked the Lord to Anger, be Ground of Humilias © 
© tion betore the Lord: Yer the Presbytery do hereby condema 1 
© the dangerous Extreme that ſome have gone into, of impugu-- 
ing the preſent Civil Authority over theſe Nations, and Subje- 
© Qton thereunto in lauf. Commands, on account of the Want 
© of theſe Qualifications, which Magiſtrates ought to have by 
© the Word of God and our Covenants; even though they allow ? 
© us in the free Exerciſe of our Religion, and are not manifeſtly * 
© unhioging the Liberties of the Kingdom; an Opinion and Pra- 
© Qice cantrar to the plain Tenor of Scripture, and totheknown 
© Principles of this Church, in her Confeſſion and Covenants, 
© and of all other reformed Churches: And that ſome few others 
© carry.their Zeal againſt the Defections and Evils of the Times, 
© tothe dangerous Extreme of eſpouſing Principles in favours of 
£ propagaring. Religion by Henſive Arms; quite contrary to 
that Dilpokition which ought to be in all the profeſſed Follows 
ers of Chriſt, who came not to deftroy Men's Lives, but to 
© fave them. And likeways the Presbytery agree, That, unleſs : 
the Reverend Mr. Nairn retract the Principles contained in 
© the ſaid Diſſent, that tend to overthrow Civil Magiſtracy, they 
will proceed againſt him according to the Rules of this Church? 
Finally, the Presbytery do hereby beieech and obteſt all un- 
deer their Inſpection, to watch againſt the Snares of this Time, 
particularly, in ſetting the Duty ofreſtifying againſt the Apo- 


—_— 
» 


ſtaſy and Corruption of our Rulers and Body Politick, in Oppo» 3 
|. . ſition to the Duty of yielding SubjeQtion and Obedience to the. ? 
pfreſent Civil Authority over thele Nations, in lawful Come 
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* 1y humbled before the Lord, for our grievous Apoſtaſy and Cor. 


* -7wprion, not only in Church, but in State; and to wreſtle with 
the God of Jacob, upon the Footing of his gracions Promiſe, 
Fun iv. 2, 3; 4, f. In that Day ſhall the Branch of the Lord 
die be s, 
> excellent and comely, for them that are eſcaped of iſrael. And it 
ppall com 1 paſs, that he that is left in Zion, and he that re- 


maineth in Jeruſalem Pall be called holy, even every one that 


is ruten among the living in Jeruſalem: When the Cord ſhall 


have waſhed away the Filth of the. Daughters of Zion, and 


all have purged the Blood of ſeruſalem from the midſt thereof, 
| oy the Spirit of Judgment, and by the Spirit of Burning. And 
- The Lord will create upon every Dwelling-Place of Mount Zion, 
re, dt ans , by Day, and 
the Shining of a flaming Fire by Night: For upon all the Glory 


the Lord's People, to adhere unto the Standard of a publick 


k 8 ſtudy. perſonal and Famiiꝶ Reformation, and, at the ſame 
\ = 


ime, may ſeck after Reformation of the Church, according to 


ide Word of God and our Covenants, as introductory unto Re- 


RKeformation in Places of public Power and Judgment. More: 
| over, it i the ſpecial Duty of all the Lord's People, to ſtudy that 
ttieir Teſtimony be in Aleetneſs and Fear, becoming the Gol: 


a Teſtimony with Bitter neſs of Spirit and Speech, particularly, 


bre che Lord, Pet. ii. 11. 1 Caſe, can an 
Teſtimopy be managed that the Eord wi "of as'rrne and 

"faithful, without ceaving to the Doctrine of his Word, as 
unfolds the Duty of ſabmitting to very Brdinance of Man, in 
clear and dbyious a Light, as leaves no Room for any, that 100 
ich Singleneſs and Fear, to I in Darkneſs or Perplexit) 30 
| ancnt3-and witllout continuing accordingly, to walk in the pia 


Tord thall rerurn to theſe Lands, wWe may be capable of mecting 
bite for 1het, 


: thy Judgments, 0 Lord, hats it 
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autiful and glorious, and the Fruit of the Harth ſhall be. 


þ-  Teflimony agair.ſt Corruptions and DefeQions, Civil and Eccle. 
F Fafticalz and to obſerve the Divine Order in working Refor- 
mation, ſo as every one may, through the Grace of our Lord 


formation}in che State, which like ways will natively introduce. 


againſt Civil Superiors; whereas Angels, which ate greater in 
Et Power an”? Might, bring not railing Accuſation againſt them be. 


accept of as true and 
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Pall be a Defence. And, agrecably unto this, it is the Duty of | 


pelz and to watch againſt the dangerous Extreme, of managing 
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